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* | *\ HE Author of the following Tra#t 
is the Reverend My. Baxter, now 
A. enjoying that Glory be ſo couver/ed 
wity in bis moytal ſtate. - Among his many 
Excellencies, his Love to God, to Peace, and 
Trath, was mot the leaſt emment, The laſt 
rendred him averſe to Logomacknes and cow- 
fuſion ; well knowing, How vain all ereſtick, 
debates be, if the Queſtion be not truly and 
plainly ſtated. Thrs Book will grve three a Spe» 
cimen of that pecnltar arcaracy 1% this kind, 
4 even determineth the Cmfroverſia before 
an Argument be produced. 

It ts vor to be concealed,that ſome complaits 
of the multitude of his diſtinfhons ;, but fach 
may conſider, that the Comprehenſiveneſ; of 
his Mind accommodated things to the mot 
fſubril, as well as the leſs intelligent Rendey ; 
and provided againſt future Errours, as well 
as the miſtakes he attends to in the partiens 
lar points before him, 

Indeed he was 4 man born for more laſtog 

A. 2. ſervice 
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To the Reader. 


ſervice than one Age ;, yea, his Name will be 
mo when impartial inquiſitiveneſs after 

ratb ſhall render men painful ; and ſad ex- 
perience of the miſchief of narrow and divi- 
ding Principles hath forced the confident to 
enutual allowances, and well ſtudied deter- 
mmation?, " But how unhappy was be (or ra- 
ther ſuch a4 miſtake him) that he « oft 
charged with deſerting this or that Truth, be- 
non be wnder ſtood it in a conſiſtency with 


it ſelf, and [ach other truths wherewith it © 


was connefted, As if Ort bedoxie mu{t be 
ſacrificed when-ever a Doltrine is made in- 
relligible ;. or the choice of terms more apt 
to confuts the erroneous, leſt obnoxiou to 
miſtakes , and moſt expreſſive of digeſred 
thoughts, ought to alarm all ſuch, who ſeem 
[i to know little more of Truth than the 
ſound of oft repeated Phraſes. 

4), 45 more convincing what treatment 
eny man muſt expe, who ſets himſelf to 
beal & blind depraved World ;, The _—_— 
repreſentation of bis mind will not ſilence the 
$gnorant from charging him with thoſe Er- 
rours which he moſe expreſly diſowns, Three 
of the moſt material are denicd and confuted 


by 447, Baxter in this very Treatiſe, viz. the 
moral freedom of the Will of an unregenerate 
man, conditional Eleftion, and the merit of 


good IVarks 4s oppoſed 10, or coordivate 


. with 
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To tlie Reader: 
with the Righteonſnefs of Chrift. Nether 
mult it be over-lock'd, that it was bis Con«s 
cern in this Book, above any other, to ſpeak. 
4s near to theſe points as his Fudgment could: 
admit ; and in other Treatiſes he more large, 
ly declares againſt them. 


1. OfFree-Will, p. 87. he tells uz, he 


"denies that mans Will in bis unregenerate 


ftate is free from vitions inclination, or from 
the condutt of an erring Intelle, or from the 
Biafs of Senſuality, &c. 2. He denies that 
the Will thus witiated, will ever deliver it 
ſelf without Gods Spirit and Grace, it being 
rather inclined to grow worſe. 3. As that 
degree of common Grace, which is in the 
anregenerate, is but (uch as conſiſteth with- 
the predominant Reign of Sin;. ſo the Will 
of every unregenerate man in that pravity, 
1s 4s a Slave 10 its own vitious difpoſutions,, 
errour, and temptations. Who can ſay more 
againſt Free-Will ? Obj, But he affirms the 
natural freedom of the Will. Anſw. He doth 
fe, and explains it, p. 84, 85, 86, 91. and 
it is no more than that aSinner iz a man ſtill, 
the? be be depraved; and be is 4 liberal, and 
nor a forced Agent in what he aftah, 

Obj. But he ſaith, p. 88. That by commen 
Grace 4 wan. may da more- good and leſs 


(6viÞ-than be doth. Anſw.. 1t'7 true, hs ſaith: 
\f6s But, - pu Syn be dſt ingaoheth. brewers 
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| To the Reader. 
Trommon and ſpecial Grace, and denies that 


we can do that by common Grace, which is | 


proper to ſpecial Grace : and ſaith, men have 

but" juſt ſo much, and no more moral Liberty, 
«nd power, 4a: they have of Gods Grace 10 
"relieve their vitiated Wills. See P. 91. 


2. Of Conditional Eletion, p. 99. He | 


 condernns the Notion called Scientia Media 


p-100, he ſaith,God decreeth not mens Salva- | 


ron, or Sanitification, meerly on Foreſight 


of our Faith : but decreeth ow Faith it ſelf. | 


Sin be permitteth, but Faith be effelteth, and 
decrecth to effet : and p. 101. he ſhews, 
how God decreeth both the means and end. And 
the? God juſtly denieth his Gracs to many that 
forfeit it by wilful - and contempt ; 
yer he takes tiot the Forfeiture of the Elect. 
'Tea he addy, That be is deceived, and wrong- 
eh God, that feigneth him to ſend his Sen to 
' redeem the World, and bis Word to call them, 
and his Spirit to-renew them; and all this 
at random, not knowing wherher it may not 
all be oft ; or leaving it chiefly to. the Free- 
Will of them, whoſe Wills are contrarily in- 
chined and vitiated 5 whether Chriſt and. all 
bis preparations ſhall be leſt : p. 102. be ap- 


' proveth the plain Chriſtian who holds that our 


deftruftion 15 of our ſelves, but our help and 


"Salvation of God; and God is the and 
* thief Cauſe of atl good, \ and. nan and Detils 


of all whoil, Ob} 
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To the Reader. 


'Obj. But he will not ſay, that God hath 
by bis Will and Decree ordained from Eterns. 
ty that men ſhall ſin, or will and chuſe evil, 
P. 1cO, & 101. Ged doth not decree that 
men ſhall ſin, that they may be damned ;, for 
ſin 13 no work of God, Qc, 

Anſw, But yet be ſaith, p. 1CO. that, 
3, God decreeth who ſhall be damned for fin. 
2. That he foreſaw mens fins, not @ an idle 
Spritator, but a willing Suſpender of his own 
Atts, ſo ſar as to leave Sinners to their ſelf- 
determining Wills. Reader, if thou art a 
man of thought , thou ſee® Ar. Baxter is 
clear for abſolute Eleftion, tho” be did not 
think it necefſary for the vindication thereof 
to judge, that God abſolutely decreed men to 
ſin, that he might damn them : it's enough, 
that it is from Gods Severtign Will, that ma- 
xy are not elefted ;, it wonld be an eaſe to the 
7 ane that they could juſtly ſay, God de 
creed us 10 all eur ſins, that he might bring us 
under all this puniſhment, a Non-clefion to 
Efficacious Grace, and a poſitive Decree to 


damm ſuch for fin, which themſelves would 


chooſe, beſt ſuitcd with hisConceprions of Gods 


Goodneſs, Truth, and Purity. 
3+, Of the Merit of good Works : Vote, 


Reader, that be is not fond of the word Me- 


tit, but big Adverſary leads him to the uſe of 
it , 44 then, wayſt [ce p. 56. Bi let wa. bear 
A 4 Fhas 


To the Reader. 


what his ſence is of this point + p. 119. All 
Saints are ſaved by the full ſufficient Merits 
of Chriſt, and have none at all of their own, 


unlefi the amiableneſs of Grace freely given © 


thembe called their Merit 5 and,p.g 5. we dv 
with Paul renounce all Works of our own, 
that are thought to make the reward to be 
of Debt, and not of Grace ; and that ave 
fer #n the leaſt oppoſution, or competition with 
Chrifts Merits, or in any place, ſave com- 
manded ſubordination to him : nay, he ſays 
he firmly bolds, That Works done with a con- 
cut of obliging God by Merit in commut ative 
Tuſtice, or as conceited ſufficient without 4 
Saviour, and the pardon of their failings, do 
more further 4heir Damnation, than Salva- 
tion. Tea, p. 97. none but Chriſt merited of 
tri diſtributive Tuſtice, according to the 
Law of Innocency, nor by any Works that will 
ſave from the charge of ſit, and deſert of 
death. And that thou mayeſt know what he 
aſeribes to our Graces, Holinef, or Works : 
He tills us, p. 119. we mean by Merit but 
the moral aptitude e reward of a free 
Benef aftor, who al eftor, when the or- 
dering of a free gift MWended on official cor- 
ditions, is (EO a means of pro- 
Euring obedience. This offs Clauſe, if undey- 
flood (and bes a bold Yraductr of fo great 
« Man, that canmy ttdivftand; words 'fo 

| ” plain) 
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To the Reader. 


| plain) will acquit Adr. B. and inform thee 


of the place of all Goſpel. Conditions. 1. All 
GoiFel-bleſſings are the free gifts of Chriſt 4 
Benefattor, Ss bave their being without any 
regard to what we do, therefore nnthing 1 
man is 4 jot of the righteouſneſs or merit for 
which they are beſtowed. 2. Chriſt is our 
Reftor or Gwvernor, he will rule 1s « well as 
be beneficent to wi. 3. As 4 means to incline 
ws to comply with bim as Reftor, be ſuſpends 
theſe bleſſings on terms of what he makes our 
Duty ; and wiſely orders them 4s Motives to 
our Obedience. 4. Any Aft of our Obeds- 
ence is no more than a confermity to that Or- 


' der of bis, and doth not hinder all we receive 


from bim to be of tree gift. 

Obj. But be ſaith, that goed Works are 
neceſſary to Salvation, 

nſw. He doth ſo, and how few deny it ? 
But, 1. Notif a man dye 44 ſoon as be be con- 
verted ; but if be have time, P. 94. 2+ Their 
remardableneſs is by Geds free Grace, and 
Promi'e, for the ſake of Chriſts meritort- 
ous Righteouſneſs, Sacrifice, and Interciſſy 
on ; their imperfeftion being pardoned, and 
their holineſs aniable through him : Thefe 
ave bis words, p.76. 3. Hejaith; Not with- 
out or as a ſupplement to the Sacrifice, Mes 
rits, and free Grace of Chriſt our Saviour, 
end Faith in bim, P. 93, 75» And we give 
our 


To the Reader. 


our ſelves to Chriſt, as our Prophet, Prieff, 
and King, to be ſaved by bis Merits, p. 94. 
A. He {aith, our beſt Works will not ſave « 
man from the charge of fin, and deſert of 
death, p. 97. 5. He denies that external 
ience #5 neceſſary to our admiſſion into 
a juſtified tate, as be ſhews in the Thief on 
the Croſs. And when he ſaith, we are juſtifi- 
ed by oxy Faith, Godlineſs, and Works ; Ju- 
Rtification 5s not taken by bim for the pardon 
of fin, which he aſcribes wholly to the Merits 
of Chriſt ; but he takes Tuftification there for 
onr arquittance againit the accuſation rhat 
we are [nfidels, Ungodly, and Hypocrites, 
And ſaith, that again#t the charge, that we 
are Sinners, deſerving Hell, we are juſt ified 
by Chriſt believed in, p. 94. His meaning 
$s plainly this, Chriſt alone by his Merits 
forgives our ſinz, and purchaſed eternal Life 
for us. But ſeeing that Chrift hath promiſed 
ro forgive none but the penitent Believer, and 
Aeclared he will deſtroy all impenitent, wnbe- 
lieving, ungodly ſinners : Now he thinks, that 
we mu#t be truly acquitted, that we are not 
ſuch, or we ſhall nor be ſaved by Chriſt : Tea, 
he thinks, that when God juſtifies a mn for 
Chriſt s Merits,he doth alſs declare a man tobe 
a trucBeliever;becanſe he will juſtific no other, 
and will juſtifie all ſuch; and when Gol ad- 
 mits 4 man into Glory, bs doth even thereby 


adjudze 


} 
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| adjudge him a believing, pexitent, boly, and 
| wright man ; and free from the charge of 
bring an infidel, bypocritical, unholy Enemy ; 
again(t whom the Gofel denounceth Venge- 
ance and bars relief. Let theſe things be 
weighed, and none will wonder that he Fond 
ſay on his ſick, bed, No works, I will leave 
out works, if he grant me the other : And 
truly, in health none ſpake more humbly of 
his own Works than he uſed to do. But be- 
cauſe ſome confident 'weak perſons have infer- 
red from that paſſage, that he changed his 
Principles when he came to dye ; we ſhall in- 
form thee , that after that paſſage was ut- 
ter'd by him, even the night before his death, 
Mr. Baxter was asked, whether he was of 
the ſame ſentiments, as formerly, about Fu 
flification? He anſwered, That he had told 
the World ſufficiently his thoughts about it by 
| ſeveral Writings, and otherwiſe; and thi- 
ther he referr d them. And after a little 
pauſe, mith his Eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
be cryed, Lord, pity, pity, pity the Igno- 
rance of this poor City. And nm the time 
, of bis ſickneſs he declared to 14 and others, 
| that bis thoughts in theſe things were the 
fame as formerly. 
Our regards to Mr. B. force the Publica- 
tion of ho we here inſert ; tho" we would 
| not be judged ſo happy, as to arrive at his 
« Ligbt, 
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To the Reader. 
Light, to lcad ws to & full Agreement with | 
all bus Sentiments. As to this Book,, we wiſh 
there be not ſtill great need of ſuch helps a- | 
gainſt 4 ag. ; and we are aſſured is will give | 
more light than ſome greater Volumes on this 
Subjeft : That God may render it uſeful, ſhal | 
be the Prayer of 


Thy Servants in the Goſpel, 


Daniel Williams. 
Matthew Sylveſter, | 


THE 


| 


Proteſtant Religion 
Truly Stated, and Juſtified, 8c. 


HE Deceiver calleth his Book 
T The Touchſtone of the Reformed 
Goſpel, as if he owned a Go- 
ſpe! diſtint from that of the 
Reformed Church. And he undertakes 
to name fifry two points, which the Pro- 
teſtants affirm, but tells yoa not* where, 
nor proveth his affirmation, but you 
muſt believe him as a Touchſtone of 
Truth, | 
Dec, The firſt Proteſtant affirmation 
feigned, is, That there is not in the Church 
One, and that an infallible Rule for under- 
ſtanding the Holy Scripture, and conſerving 
of Umty in matters of Faith, 
 Anſw. A meer Lye, if he mezn that this 
1s any part of Proteſtant DoGrine ; but 
B 
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he may find as crude confufed words, in 


| 


| 


ſome 52norant perſon that is called a Pro- | 


_ - The medC athobicks hold, that there 
#: *n the- Obureh one, and that aninfallible 
Rule for underſtanding the holy Scripture, and 
conſerving of Unity in matters of Faith.” 
And hat Ric is, [Fbe Evidence of its own 
meaning # inherent in its ſelf, diſcernible or 
intelligible by men prepared and inſtrutted, by 
che Teaching and Study, and the ne- 
cefſary help of Gods Grace and Spirit.) This 
is that Rule. 

But the Reformed believenot -r. That 
there is any Rule by which ignorant, preju- 
diced, heretical, wiltully blind, wicked, 
uncapable men can underſtand ſuch Scrip- 
ture, 'as they are hereby undiſpoſed to 
underſtand, unleſs by a great change made 
on themſelves. Nor that any Prince can 
make a Statute, which no Man can anil- 
underſtand, abuſe or violate. 

2. Nor that Men can underſtand it 
without reachin;, ard that ſound reaching, 
nor by hearkening to Erroneous Decei- 
Vers. : 

3- Nor that the Slorhfiull, that will not 
meditate on it, can underſtand it, tho? 
they have the ſoundelt teachers, 


4+ Nor 
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4. Nor that Novices can underſtand 
as much in a ſhort time and ſmall Study, 
as aged long exerciſed Stndents. 

5. Nor that wicked proud men, that 
forfeit Gods help, can ſavingly under- 
ſtand it without his Grace and Spirit. 

6. Nor that any man, how holy foe- 
ver, perfettly underſtandeth every word 
in the Scriptures. 

7». Nor that a perſon may not-be fal- 
lible, and deceived, that yet knoweth 
which is the Infallible Rule : It maketh 
not all /nfallible that know it. 

8. Nor that any Church, or any Num- 
ber of Chriſtians on Earth have fuch a 
Unity as conſiſteth in perfet# kyowledge and 
agreement in all matters of Faith, that is, 
of Scriprture-record from God. 

9. Nor that God hath tyed this 
Infallible arg to the Biſhop of 
Rome, or made him this Rate ;, ſeeing no 
fach word of God is extant, and Gene- 
ral Councils have condemaed Popes of 
Hereſie, Infidelity, Ignorance, and moſÞ® 
brutiſh luſt and wickedneſs. | 

10. Nor that the Judgment of the ma 
Jor part of Chriſtians or Bifhops is the In- 
fallible Rule; for 1. The Papal part 
are but a third part : And they will hard- 
ly believe that the other two or three 

B 2 parts 


(4) 
parts ( Abiſſmes, Egyptians, Syrians, Ar- 
menians, Georgians, Circaſſians, Greeks, Muſ- 
covires, Proteltants) are the /nfallible rule, 
2- And if they met in an equal Council, 
they that are moſt out of che Council, 
would be the of init. And Epheſ. 2. 
and many others now condemned, have 
had the Major part. And Chryſoſtom that 
thought that [ few Biſhops or Prieſts were 
waa. thought not the greater num- 
to be the infallible Rule. 
x1. And Pope and Councils agreeing 
are not that /:fallible rule; for two falli- 
bles makes not one #nfallible, nor twe 
Knaves one honeſt Man. Popes and Coun- 
Cils have oft condemned one another ; 
yea, they have oft agreed in evil, as did 
that at Laterane the 4th. under /anocent 
the 3d. that decreed the depoſition of Prin- 
ces, that exterminate nyt all that renounce 
not. all Senſes and Humanity ; for thoſe 
that have led into the Churches of the 
Welt all the horrid Errors of Rome, to 
pretend yet that they are the /»fallible 
rule of  urderſtanding Scripture, is Impu- 
dency quite beyond that of Satan bim- 
ſelf. 
' 12.. If this Deceiver hold what is con- 
trary to his accuſed Proteſtant Opinion, 
he mult condema the Church of Rome, 
Lhat 
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that agreeth not of the ſenſe of a thov - 
ſand Texts of Scripture, Horſeloads of 
Commentators, and Cartloads of Schoo 
contenders, contradicting one another 7 
And he that will ſay that all revealed in 
Scripture is not matter of Faith, re- 

roacheth God, as revealing that which 
1s not to be believed. All matters of 
Faith are not eſſential to Chriſtianity, but 
ſome are only for the perfeftion of it : All 
1s matter of Faith that we ars bound to 
believe as Divine Revelation. All the 
Scripture is ſuch, th6 the ignorant mul? 
have time and help to underitand it, and 
explicitely receive it.. The Popes them- 
ſelves ( e. g. Sixtus Quintus, and Clem.'$. ) 
have differed in many hundred” Texts a- 
bout the very Latine Tranſlation. Ma- 
ny hundred Volumes of Controverſies 
among them, tell 8s how far they are from 
ending Controverſies, ard agreeing in all 
matters of F:ith : But in ſo much as isne- 
cellary to Salvation, all ſerious believing 
Proteltants, or Reformed Catholicks, are 
agreed, 

Now, to trouble the Reader with the 
proof of any of theſe twelve particulars, 
wonld be but to abuſe Time and him ; 
as ro prove that no Man is perfect, and 
be that feith be bath 19 ſim, 1s a Lyar : and 

D 3 to 
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fo prove that the grand Deceivers of the 
Church are not Infallible, and that Gods 


Word: is not unevident and unintelligi- | 


ble, and that ſuch Villains as their own 
Councils and Hiſtorians ſay many Popes 
were, ſpeaks not more inteligibly and 
wiſely than God ; and that the Volumes 
of Canons and Prieſts Writings are not 
of more evident meaning than Gods 
Word ; theſe need proof to none but thoſe 
that are uncapable of it. 

What Rule is there for the Infallible 
onderſtanding the ſence of all our Sta- 


tute Laws? none but what I mentioned, | 


The intelligible evidence in the words, 
( what elſe are words uſed for ) to men 
duely inſtructed and ſtudyed. The 7uds- 
es govern by deciding particular cauſes 
by the-Law, but are not an Infallible Rule 
for all Men to underſtand the true ſence 
of the Law by, (while Judges and Par- 
liaments differ from each other, as Popes 
and Councils did.) 

The Texts cited by the Deceiver, are 
ſo vilely abuſed, as if he purpoſed but 

o make ſport by taking Gods Word 
/1N vain. 

&« Point 2. Aceuſed, [_ That in matters 
©« of Faith we muſt not rely on the Judg- 
«ment of the Church, and of her Paſtors, 
« but only on the written word. An. 
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Anſ. The Deceiver would Cheat the 
Ignorant by Confuſion; . and belying the 
Reformed Catholicks: for, 

1, It's falſe, that the Reformed hold 
any of this undiſtinguiſhing Afſertion. 
They diſtinguiſh between humane - Faith 
and Divine. ( And | hope, God aud Man 
may be diſtinguiſhed.) They ſay that 


it muſt be a Divine Faith (that is, The 


Belief of Gods word for the Infalltble Ve- 
racity of Ged) that muſt ſave vs, and not 
the belief of Man alone ; But that a humane 
Faith is needful in Subſerviency to a Divine, 
God hath appointed bumarne Teachers to. 
the Flocks, and Oportert diſcentem Credere ; 
He will never /carn, that wilt bebeve no- 
thing on his Teachers Credit. But he 
malt believe Man but 4s Man, an imper- 
fet, fallible Creature, yet as like to 
know more than he that chooſeth him for 
his Teacher; And that which Man is to 
teach us, is to ſee rhe Evidence of Gods 
opn Word, that we may believe it for 
that Evidence, as onr Teachers themſelves 
muſt do. For if the Teachers do but 
believe one another, and not Cod, (or God 
only for Mans Authority, ) this is not 
Relvoion., nor Dione Fauh, but humane, 
ſuch as they had that believed Pythagoras, 
Plato, Makomet , &c. If Boys learn of 
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their School-Maſter to underftand the 
Greek or Latin Teſtament, and believe 
them as to Sence, this is not Divine Faith, 
but a help towards it. The word of 
God is Infallible : And by the help of 
fallible Men, (ſuch as diſagreeing Com- 
mentators be,) we are furthercd for un- 
derſtanding ir. But falſe bloody Uſur- 
pers are not the likeſt to teach us the 
Truth, nor fitteſt to be truſted. 

His Citations of Scriptures, (to miſta- 
ted Controverſies,) are ſo putidly imper- 
tinent, that I am aſhamed to deteft them by 
words, which every Man may do. 


The Third accuſed Point. 


That the Scriptures are eaſy to be under- 
flood, and therefore none are to be reſtrained 
from Reading them. 

Anſ. Meer Cheat to the Ignorant, by 
confuſion and falſhood. 

1. We and all Papiſts with us agree, 
(the more is the Guilt of the Deceivers 
Fraud, ) that ſome of the Scripture is 
ealy to be vnderſtood, and is atually 
underſtood by all true Chriſtians, even 
all that is efenrsal to Chriſtiamty, and ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. Bellarmine, Caſtrus, 
and many others, tell us, that for all char, 

the 
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the Scripture is plain and ſufficient * 
Yea, ſo ic is, in many Thouland particu- 
lar Texts : If this be not fo, let this 
Man tell us if he can, how it cometh to 
paſs, that Papiſts, Greeks, and Prote- 
ſtant Commentators agree of the meaning 
of moſt of the Scripture, (perhaps of 
Nineteen Texts in Twenty, ) if it be 
not plain. 

But do Proteſtants ſay, that there is na- 
thing in the Scripture hard to be under- 
ſtood ? The Father of Lyes will fcarce 
affirm this of them, leſt their Commen- 
taries and Controverſies ſhame him, 

2. But what ? Muſt the people be for- 
bidden to Read Gods Ward , becauſe 
ſome paſlages are. dark ? Why not alſo 
forbidden to Read Statutes, Canons, Fax 
thers, Feſiats, Fryars, and the Loads of 
Pa piſts Controverſies 2 2 Is there nothing 
hard i in all theſe Volumes ? what not in all 
the Canons? In all Chryſoftom, Arftis? 
Cyril, &c? Inall Lombard, Aq einas, Bos 
naventure, Scots, Ockam, Caj etane, and . 
all the Tribe? In all SHAYER, Vaſquez, 
Huftado, Albitine, &c?! In all Cajacins, 
and his Tribe ? Why are not theſe for» 
bidden ? Do but rub your Forchcads, .and 


tell me, 
Bg 1. Whez 


£ 20 ) 


1. Whether the Law was not darker | * 


than the Goſpel ? and yet God charged |, 


them , Dewt. 6. and 11. To reach the 
words t0 their Children, and that lying down, 
and riſing up, at home and abroad ; and to 
write them on, the poſts of their Houſes, and 
their Gates : And every bleſſed Man, 
(Pal. 1.) was to delight in the Law of the 
Lord, and meditate in it Day and Night ? 
Read P/al. 119. 

2. Whether Chrif did not Preach the 
words | Recorded in the Goſpel to the 
anlearned common people; and Peter and 


c 


aw «. © _ ©% 


Pasx/, and 311 the Apoltles, toall the vwb 


gar Fews and Gentiles ? 

3. Whether they writ not their: Re- 
corded Epiltles to the Vulgar, even to all 
the Churches? 

4. Whether -it is not Gods Word that 
we muſt all be Ruled and Judged by, 
and is the Charter of our right to 
Heaven ? and ſhould we be forbid to 
read it ? 

5. Whether Hierom, Chryſoſtom, Au- 
Fin, and all the Fathers, do not preſs 
Men and Women of all Ranks, to read 
or lcarn, and ſtudy the Scriptures ? 


6. Wl ether he be not like Antichriſt, | 


that will forbid Men to read that, which 
Gad ſent his Son from Heaven to Preach, 
and 


' 
' 


| 


A 


i 
er | 


[ 
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and Chriſt aygointed Apoſtles, Paſtors, 


and Teachers, to communicate to all the 


| World? 


7. Whether the Prince of Darkneſs 
and Pride himſelf, would not be aſhamed 
openly to ſay, 1 have ſo much skill to ſpeak, 
Intelligibly, and God ſo little, that you muſt ' 
read my . Books, and not read bis? And 
whether Popes and Prieſts Volumes are, 
not as unskilfully written, as Gods, 
and as like todraw Men to Hereſie and 
Sin ? 

8. Whether he that thus Condemneth 
God and his Law, and extolleth Man's, 
be like to make good his . accuſation at 
God's Barr? Alas! muſt ſuch things as 
theſe be diſputed by Men that would be 
our Infallible Rule ? 

9- Either the knowledge of God's 
Word isneedful, or not. If not, why 
did God write part of it himſelf? And 
ſend his Son to Preach it ? And his Spiric 
in his Prophets and Apoſtles to write and 
Record it ? Are blind Worms fit to ac- 
cuſe God of Folly, and needleſs Work ? 
Can Men obey God's Law that know it 
not ? But if the knowledge of it be need- 
ful to our Obedience and Salvation, asKk 
common Reaſon, whether the Difficulties 
ſhould not rather oblige us to read and 
ſtudy 
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ſtudy it ſo much the moregyil! we under- 
itand it, rather than not to read it at all ? 
Do their ductile Followers that read it 
not, underſtand it better than thoſe that 
ſtudy it Day and Night ? The leſs we 
know of needleſs things, the better and 
quieter we are: If God's Law and Goſ. 
pel be ſuch, what a God and Governour 
have we! Can Heathens and Turks Blaſ- 
pheme him more, than to take him for 
ſo fooliſh a Governour of the World, 
as to make a ſtir by his Son from Heaven, 
and by page and Prophets, to give them 
ſo needleſs, yea, pernicious a Law and 
Goſpel, as that Men muſt be kept from 
reading it, leſt it Poyſon them with He- 
relie ? | 
10. Is it not eſſential to him that rela- 
tively we take for aur God,to be the Go- 
vernour of the World,and to be our Savi> 
our, and the Holy Ghoſt to deliver and 
Scal the Goſpel as glad Tidings to all 
Nations? And is it not by his Law that 
God Governeth, and by his Goſpel that 
Chriſt Saveth, and the. Holy Ghoſt doth 
Hluminate and SanCtifie ? And doth not 
that Man or Clergy then put down God 
the Father , Son and Holy Ghoſt, and 
let up themſelves in the ſtead, who for- 
bid the recCing of God's Law and Goſs 


pcl, 
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pel, and Command the knowledge and 
obſervance of their own Canons and 


| Dictates inſtead of them, as more lntel- 
' ligible and ſafe ? And is not this (as Ro. 


"—_— 


bert Groſthead told Innocent 4.)next the Sin 
of Lucifer and Antichriſt, or rather plain 
Amichriſtianiſm it felt ? 

it. Is the Stage manner of Maſling 
liker to make the people underſtandGod's 
Law and Goſpel, (by multirudes of Ge. 
ſtures, Motions, Croſlings, Ceremonies, 
that need long Expolitions, that over- 
whelm the ſtrongeſt Memories,) than the 
reading and ſtudy of the plaia and full 
words of God in Scripture ? 

12. Did this Deceiver ever hear Pro. 
teſtants ſay, that the Apocalypſe, and Da. 
nel, and Ezekjel, and the Canticles, and 
the Chronologies of Scripture, are all eaſy 
to be underitood ? For it he have heard 
ſuch a Fool, did he ever read this in 
the Confeſſions of any Church ? Do not 
their Commentaries tell the difficulty ? 


* And ask this Man or his fellow Creature, 


whether the Infallible Pope, or Councils, 
have overcome all theſe difficulties to 
the Papiſts, and made all this ealy ro 
them? Or do not their Valuminous dif. 
agreeing Commenta1 ics, and Controver- 
fies, ſhew that they are {111 as hard to 
them as to us. 13. Acd 
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13. And'ask them whether Pope or 
Council, have ever yet written an Infalli- 
ble Commentary ' on the Bible, or all 
ſuch difficult Texts? If not, is it be- 
cauſe they carmor, or becauſe they will not ? 
And what the better then is their Church 
for their feigned «k4/ and power, infallibly 
to decide difficult Scripture Controver- 


- hes ? What can be more ſhameleſs than ' 


tbis pretence, in Men that will not do it, 
nor ever did ? 

14. And if fill they tell you ; that 
the people were always bound to believe and 


obey the Churches Rites, without diſpute or | 


Contradiftion ;, asx them whether it was 
not the Church Rulers that killed Chrilt, 
and called him a Blaſpbemer and Deceiv- 
er, and that Perſecuted and accuſed the 


Apoſtles? And whether the People were + 


bound to believe them, (as Jewiſh Pas 
pilts,) and whether all the Apoſtles and 
Chriſtians were Rebels and Hereticks, 
for not believing them ? And whether 


it was not for the Sins of Pricſts and * 


Princes, and the peoples complying with 
them, that God by his Prophets reproved 
the 1/rachites, and at laſt forſook them to 
Captivity, 2 Chron. laſt, Jer. «5 laſt. 
15. And if they tell you of the Peo- 


ples need of Teachers, tell them that | 
that... 


Se tet. Aa ek a mb nh @ © ad et rr 
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that is none of the Controverlie, But 
whether their Teachers muſt teach them 
to wnderſtand God's Book, or to throw is 
away? May not the Teacher and the Book, 
conſiſt together ? Muſt School-Boys be 
forbid to Learn their Grammar, becauſe 
they muſt have a Teacher ? Muſt he teach 


| them the Book, or teach them withour 


Book ? Butall the Craft is, to get all the 
World to take only ſuch Cheaters as this 
for their Maſters, and then Bible or no 
Bible may ſerve turn. 

16. Is it not the Office of Teachers 
to Tranſlate God's Word into known 
Tongues, that the People may under- 
ſtand it ? This 1s the firſt part of Preach- 
ingit: If not, why do they uſe Tran- 
flations in the Church of Xome, the Sep- 
tuagint, and the Vulgar Latin? And 
why did Sixts 5th. and Clem. $8. make 
ſuch a ſtir to Correct the Latin ? And 
why do ſo many Comment on them ? 
And the Rhemiſts turmit into Engliſh ? But 
what is all this for, but to help Men to 
underſtand the Book ? 

17. Doth not all the Word of God cry 
down Ignorance, and cry up Knowledge, 
from End to End ? And what Knowledge 
Is it, but Divmme, of the Word and Law 
of God? What elſe is the ſcope of all 

the 
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the firſt Nine Chapters of Solomons Pro- 
verbs, and. of P/al. rt. rg. and 119, &c, 
God faith, Hof. 4. 6. Ay People periſh 
for lack, of knowled* : And I/a. 27. 11. 
{t is a people of no underſtanding, therefore 
be that made them will not ſave them, 1g- 
norance and Blindnels are made the 
common cauſe of Errour, Sin and Mi- 
ſery. 


But we are fo far from taking all parts | 


of Scripture to be equally neceſſary to be 
underſtood, that we are more than the 
Papiſts. for firſt and moſt diligently 
teaching them the Eſſentials, the Creed, 
Lord's Prayer, and Commandments, and 


Baptiſm , and Church Communion, and | 


the Lord's Supper, and leſler parts as 
they grow up; What they mult learn firſt 
their Teachers muſt inſtruct them. 

18. If he ſay, as they ſtil] do, that the 
Ionorant will miſunderſtand the Scripture, 
and every one turn it to his own Fancy, 
and Herehe ; I anſwer, The way to pre» 
vent this, is to teach it them diligently, 
(what elſe is the Miniſtry for?) and not 
to forbid it them. Every Knave may 
pervert the Law of the Land to maintain 
his own 1] Canſe; and muſt the Law 
therefore be forbidden them ? Reaſon is 
far more common!y abuſed than Scrip-= 

ture; 
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tare: There is no Hereſie, or Error, no 
Villany, Perjury, Cruelty, Perſecution, 
Oppreſkon , or Injuſtice, but Reaſon is 
pleaded for it: Muſt Reaſon therefore 
be renounced ? Herefies are for want of 
underſtanding God's word ; and muſt be 

cured by underſtanding ir. 
19. Andif all the World muſt take 
the Popes or Prieſts words, inſtead of 


| Gods, or fot their Rule, how ſhall thoſe 


in eAthiopia, Syria, America , or here, 
know what the Popes Word is ? Thar 
never ſee him, or any that hath ſeen 
him ? And how ſhall we know, when 
above twenty times there have been two 
Popes at once, which of them 1s the 


' Right? And when they contradict and 


Damn each other, which of them muſt 
we believe? And when General Councils 
accuſe them of Errour, and Condemn 
them, which is to be truſted with our 
Souis? Qr if it be Councils that muſt 
be to us inſtead of Scripture, when they 
Damn each other, which muſt we be. 
lieve ? (And ſo abundance of them have 
done.) When the Pope and they agreed 
to depoſe Chriſtian Princes, and give 
away their Dominions, and diſoblige 
their Subjects from all their Oaths of Al- 
legiance, is it as true as the word of 

pb 
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God, that all Subjets mult believe and 
obey them ? PoE 

But how ſhall the poor People 
Fhow. what the Pope and Councils ſay 
and hold? They can neither read their 


Volumes, nor underſtand them , nor, 


know which are authentick and true ? 
Muſt they all believe their Pariſh Prieſt ? 
What if he be as very a Deceiver as the 
writer of this Touchſtone, that doth but 
Cheat from the beginning ta the end ? 
Yet muſt we take his word inſtead of 
Gods ? Or when other Prieſts or Fryars 
contradict him, which of them muſt we 


believe ? What if his Pariſhoners know: | 


him to be ignorant, or-a common Lyar ? 
Vet muſt our Salvation reſt on his word, 
and God's word be forbidden. us. W hat 


if we obey him in Error, and Sin, will 
he undertake to be Damned for us ? Or. 


will: his undertaking or Damnation ſave 
thoſe whom he miſlead, &c ? 


As tohis Citation of Scripture againſt, 


Scripture, it is ſo palpable a perverſion, | 
that I will leave any Man that will but, ' 
Read the Text, to his own ability, to an-, 


ſwer him: Rev. 5.1. No Man in Hea 
ven or Earth, was worthy to open the Sealed 
Books that Fobhr: ſaw in his: Viſion : What 
then, muſt no Man therefore cu 
Bible ! 
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lible? Or becauſe the Revelation is 
wrd, muſt therefore the People be for- 
didden to Read it, and the reſt of God's 
word, which was written for them, as 
ſufficient to make them miſe to Salvation, 


; [yea, to make the ſemple wiſe, Plal.1y. 


And with as ſhameleſs a Face doth he 
cite the Fathers, againſt the drift of all 
their writings and Labours, and the 
Jadgment of all the Churches of Chriſt, 
tor many hundred years, of its pureſt 
foundeſt Primitive times. 


The Fourth accuſed Point, 


© That Apoſtolical Traditions, and 
© ancieat Cuſtoms of the Church, (not 
* Founded in the written word,) are not 
* to be received, nor do oblige us. 

Anſ. This is but more Deceit, by con- 
fuſion and falſe report. 

The Reformed Catholicks hold, 

1- That Memory is not ſo ſure a way 
to deliver any Laws and Doctrines to Po- 
ſterity, through many hundred years, as 
writing is. For it mult lie on the Memos 
ries of ſo many Thouſands, in ſo many 
Apes, and ſo many parts of the World ; 
Of ſo many Languages, Kingdoms, and 
crols Intereſts and Opinions in their 
quarrels ; 


_— ome nc 
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quarrels; and the things to be remem- 
bred are ſo many , that this needs no 

oof., with any but Fools or Mad-men : 
What- a Religion ſhould we . have bad, 
it inſtead of. the Bible, ic muſt have all 
been broaght us down by the Memariny 
of allthe Rabble of ignorant and wicked 
Popes? yea, or of the belt? and by the 
Memories of all the Prelates and Prieſts 
that have.pretended to be the Church ? 
Why do they themſelves write their pre- 
tended Traditions, if writing them were 
not needful? "And why have we all our 
Statutes, Records, and Law-Books, if 
the Lawyers and Peoples Memories would |; 
keep and* deliver them without theſe ? 
When Men's Memories, Wits, and Ho- | 
neſty are ſo weak, tbat we can ſcarce | 
get one Story carticd without fallifying 
through many Hands. 

2. We hold, that God in mercy hath 
therefore coulitlered Man's Weakneſs, 
and Neceſſity, and before the Apoltles 
died, inſpired them to Record ſo much 
of his Law, and Goſpel, and Will, as 
was univerſally neceſſary for all his Sub- 
jets to know, in order. to Divine belief; 
Obedience, and Salvation : And hath 
left nothing of this importance and ne- 
cellity unrecorded in the Law of Nature, 

(God's 
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(God's Viſible works,) and Scripture, 
knowing that after Ages were not to 
have new univerſal Legiſlators, to make 
ſuch Laws for all the World; nor to 
have Men miraculouſly enabled to do it, 
and give .proof that it is Divine. 

3. We hold that God's written Word 
and Law, is perfect in its kind, P/al. 1g. 
and ſufficient to its proper uſe and end : 
Which . Bellarmine, Caſſinu, and the 
Council of Baſil, and many School-men, 
in their Prologues on the Sentences, con- 
fels extendeth to all things commonly 
neceſlary to Salvation, yea, and to be 


the Divine Rule of Faith. 


4. Yet we deny not, that if God had 


ſeen meet to deliver any neceſlary part 


of Law or Goſpel , Faith or Practice, 
as his will, by bare wofd and Memory of 
Man; we had been bound to believe and 
obey it, when we had ſound proof that 
it was indeed from God. 

5. We hold, that for fulleſt certainty, 
we have poſſeſſion of the Bible it felt, and 
of the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, brought 
vs by two Mcans Conjunct, that is, The 
Scripture, and praQtical Cuſtom - of the 
Church, As the Scripture or written Word 
ſhineth to us by its own Light, fo Tra- 
Cition tells us which- be the Canonical 
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Books, and how the Church received them 
as Divine, and that there are no other 
ſuch.: And the praltice of Baptiſmal 
Profeſſion and Covenanting, and of the 
Church Aſſemblies , and reading Scrip- 
ture, and Catechizing, and of Euchari 
ſtical Communion, and Prayer, &c. 
tell us what in all Ages hath been taken 
for true Chriſtianity. As we hold a hu- 
mane Belief, .needful in Subſerviency, s 
a means to-Divine Belief, ſo we hold bs. 
mane Tradition needful to the conveyance | 
of God's Word to us. But, by your leave, 
we will diſtinguiſh the Meſſenger from the 
Authour : If the King ſend mea Law or 
Mandare by a Meſſenger, or by the Pen: | 
ay-Polt, 1 will receive and obey it, and | 
yet not take the Poſt or Meſſenger for j 
King, or Legiſlator, or Infallible. | 

6. And the Reformed Catholicks do | 
own all true Tradition, but are” for a | 
far ſurer Tradition "than the Romas | 
Sect. Our Tradition of Scripture, and | 
the great points of Chriſtianity, cometh 
to us by Evidence Infallible, that may be 
called Natural, with the greateſt advan- 
tage of Moral Evidence alſo; and not 
on the boaſt and bare word of one 
proud Sect, that pretendeth to Fanatick 
Inſpiration and ' Authority above. all 


— 
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I call that Natural Evidence, which a- 
riſeth from ſuch neceſſary Cauſes that can- 
not be otherwiſe, nor can deceive : And 
I call that the beſt Moral Evidence, which 
cometh from Mens teſtimony of greateſt 
credit for $kill and honeſty, and we 
have both theſe. 

Mans Soul hath ſome neceſſary aQts that 
cannot- but be, . and cammor be otherwiſe : 
Such is ſenſation of ſenſible objetts duely 
preſented ; Intelleftual perception of things 
preſented according to the evidence 1n 
which they appear : -The Love of our 
ſelves and our own known welfare, and any 

ing that is known. to be an only and 
weceſſary means thereto, and hath QOmn- 
modam ratiomem boni ; The Love of Truth 
as Truth, and Good as Good: The hatred 
of miſery, &c. Theſe all Men have as 
men, and that which dependeth on theſe 
dependeth- not. only on mens honeſty. 
And our evidence of Tradition is ſuch as 
this. It is from the Common Conſent 
of all capable Witneſſes, of various Opi- 
nions, Paſſions and Intereſts, Friends and 
Foes; whereas the Tradition of Seftari- 
an Papiſts, dependeth on the Credit of 
one Sect, that falſly pretend a peculiar 
truſt with both Scripture and Traditi- 
on, tho' agalait the greater part of Chri. 


ſtians - 


is Natwab evidence of all this, becauſe it 
ariſeth from neceſſary at :* All ſorts of | 
men'of contrary intereſts could never a. | 
| 'to lie and deceive men in ſuch ca- | 
W 00 more than they could all agree | 
to kill themſelves: And if ſome would" 
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ftians: And pretend Fanatically that | 
even ignorant Popes and Prelates in Coun: | 


cil,have a gift of infallible knowledge. 


For Example: If there were a doubt | 


raiſed, Whether there be any ſach City 
in the -World as Rome, Parts, Vienna ? 
or whether there was ever ſuch perſons 
as K. Famer, K. Charles, Ludovicus 14. of 
France, &c ? Or whether | the Starntes 
in our Books were really made by the 
Kings arid Parliaments named in them, 
and be'the ſame unchanged, &c. There 


be falſifyers, the reſt would preſendy 
dete& and ſhame them : If any Lawyers 
would falſyfic or change the Statutes, 0- 


thers would preſently manifeſt the de- | 


ceit, they being commonly known, and 


the croſs intereſts of ſo many depending / 


on them ; yea, I ſay not only that this 


is Natural Infallible Evidence, bug that ' 
it is more than very much other Phyſical | 
Evidence of many other things ; becauſe | 
we have herter means to know Mans Na- | 


tural neceſſary -a(ts, than we have to 


know | 
| 
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krow moſt other Creatures of God. 

And then for Moral Evidence, we have 
all the Godly's atteftation of all Ages, and 
Nations, and 'SeQts of Chriſtians, and a- 
mong the reſt the Papiſts allo, agreeing 
that This Bible, and This Creed, and theſe 
Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, were all cer- 
tainly tran{micted to us from Chriſt and 
his Spirit, in his Apoſtles, 

And whar's the T radition of the Papal 
Seft to all this, who tell us falſely, you 
cannot know the Scripture to be God's Word, 
but by taking it on the belief of the Pope and 
Church of Rome, as Endowed with the 'Pow- 
er of Tudgment , and the gift of Infallibi- 
lity. Alas! what abundance of Impoffi- 
bitities muſt be proved true, before an 
Man can by this method believe God's 
word ! 

1. Before they can believe the Goſpel, 
and chat Jeſus is the true Chriſt, they 
muſt believe chat he hath a Vicar. 

2. And a Church. 

3. And the Pope is this Vicar, and his 
Sect this Church. And 
4+ That he hath che Office, Power 

| and Gift, of infallible Judging, which 


| the Major number of Chriſtians or Char- 


ches have not. 


C 5. And 


a 
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5- And that Chriſt (not yet believed 
in, gave him power and [nfallibility. 

6, And that he that now Reigneth, is| 
the PRIgP by due EleQtion, Conſecra- 
tion, Qualification, &c. With many more | work 
fuch Impoſſibilities : And what is itto give 

up the Cauſe to the Infidels, if this benort? | 


ana 
7. But we judge that God's Law in| "* 
Scripture, ſecured from the charge of pre oi 


e Rememberers and Uſurpers, is ſo. th 
ſufficient to its proper uſe, that there need | "* 
eth no Supplemental Tradition, as if it = 
were but half God's Law ; but only ſuþ-| ® * 
ſervient hiſtorical Tradition, And wechal.\ yo 
tenge the Papiſts to prove de fatto, | 57 e 
t+ That any ſuch ſupplemental Tradi| © 
tion is Exiſtenc, _ 
2. That they poſſeſs any other, bu! 
what the other Churches know. | fon | 
3. Thatthey are more than other Chur |. » 
ches, authorized to be the Keepers and ws 6, 
Judges of that Tradirion. And Eaſt, 
4. We fully prove them Innovators, the 2 
and that Popery is a meer Novelty : Ir is ——_— 
copiouſly proved by Peter Moulin, de ne) jt. 
vitate Papiſm, David Blondel de Eccleſia, by 6h. 
Andrew River Defence of Mornty agal cafior 
_—_— and againſt Silveſter, and many 
others. Can they without the moſt proj © 4 | 
fligaz 
| 
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fligate Impudence pretend Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition, for denying the Laity the Cup in 
the Euchariſt, and tor their praying in an 
wiknown Tongue, and forbidding the Seripe 


b+ ture, and depoſing Princes, and diſſolving 


Oaths of Allegiance , and for tormenting 
and killing all baptized perſons that obey not 
the Pope, with many fuch ? 

8, If Tradition tell us of any Cuſtoms 
uſed in the Apoſtles, or Primitive times, 
that be not in Scripture, and ſo be nor 
made matters of Neceſſity to all ; yea, or 
of any occaſion all mutable Cuſtoms thatare 
mentioned in Scripture, ( as waſhing the 
Saints Feet, the Holy Ksſs, the Womans 


| Vail, long or ſhort Hair, Colletions each 


Lords Day, Preachers Travelling on Foot, 
Ge.) we quarrel not wich the then uſe 
of tuch Traditions, when they were ſea- 


' fonable, no more than with forbearing 


things ſtrangled and blood : Nor quarrel 
we with the Churches after, that ſetled 
Eaſter Day, and made the 20th, Canon of 
the Nicene Council, and uſed divers Ce. 
remonies at Baptiſm. But Traditions of 
things Ind:fferent and Mutable, we receive 
but as ſ#ch, to be laid afide when the oc- 
cation ceaſeth : And if any will curn them 
into a neceſſary common Law, we diſclaim 
lach Uſurpers; for they croſs that very 

GC 2 Tra- 
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Tradition, It was delivered as Indifferent, 
and you fergn and make it a neceſſary al, 


Law, -and.{o deftroy-it. &-- 
- 9. We mainuio openly, that Tradition |; 
%s eparnſt the Papacy and its Corruptions y » py 
are but a third or fourth part L hi 
Chriftiaos: The other wo or three parts 
of the Chriſtian World, profeſs that the | (*® 
:Fradition of rhetr Churches is againſt the: 
Poperaniverſal Sovereignty, and againſt al 
he Garruptions of which they accuſe him. 
None but the ſhameleſs will deny that the 
Ss, Armenians, Greeks, and others, 
lead that this is their Tradition. And 
, tell us, why the Tradition of ra» 
or three pares of the Church ſhould na 
xather be believed againſt a rbird part, 
than that which the rhrrd pare boaſt of 
againſt all he reft. 
10. As them which way they know and 
Keep their Traditions ? Whether they 
have any Hiſtory, Records, or any other 
way which we may not know as 'well s 
they ? If they pretend that it is a Secret, 
kepc by their Church, it's a ſtrange Secret 
thar ſo many Thouſands know : But if it! - 4, 
be a thing proveable, letchem prove it. Tx 
17, 1517 not anmercifulnels,ro cell all y « 
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Chriſtian World, that as big and hard as 
the Bible is, if they knew and obeyed lt 5, 
” 
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', all, they cannot be ſaved, unleſs they be- 
| lieve and do more, kept by the Pope, and 
called Tradition ? When yer theſe De- 
| eceivers candifpenſe with rhe knowledge 
* and” praftice of God's own word, and 
think' the- Bible a Book too dig and hard, 
| (and the Prophane fay, too rick, to be 
commonly underſtood and kept; And 
yer all the: Bible is not Enough, bur we 
maſt be bound ro as much more ay they 
will call Tradstion, yes, Volumes allo of 

Papal Canon Laws, 

12. Did not Chri(t for this thing Con- 
dermn the Old Pharifees, Afar. 1 y? 

Prove your Traditions to- be Apoſtolis 
cal,, and- about things neceſſary; and noe 
your Forgeries, or about: rhings mutable 
and indi r, and we will obey all ſach 

' Apoſtolical Traditions. Bur your Novel- 
ties and Uſupations ſhall not paſs with us 
for Divine Laws , becauſe you can- call 
them fuch. - 


| The Fifth accuſed Point. 


| *© That'a Man by his own underſtand- 
| * ing and privace Spirit, may righry 
| « judge and interpret Scripture. 

| Anf. Can any Man unriddle what this 
Deceiver meaneth Þ 

| C 3: 1. Can 


! 
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1.. Can « Man judge without his own | 


wnderſt anding ? 


2. What meaneth he by a private Spi- | 


rit f Litile know I. If he mean God's 


Spirit, 1s no contemptible nor private / 


Spirit, even in a private Man : If he mean 
a Man's own Spirit, Soul or IntelleQ, it is 
the fame as [hi own wnderſtanding. If 


IE 


he mean any Evil Spirit, or fancy and Er. | 
ronrows ſelf-conceit, we defie ſuch Spirits, 


and Deceivers that uſe them. | 
To underſtand without our- own under 
ſtandings, 'is a Myſtery fit for Rome ; Why 


may not a Dog, ora Sheep, be laid 1oto , 


underſtand the. Scripture, if it may be un- 
derſtood without our own underſtandings ?, 
W hat @ Curie is-0n the ignorant Nations, 
that will be led by ſuch words as thele! 

But it he will {ay that he meant, [ By 
his own underſtanding alone withour 4 T ea« 
cher, ] why did he not ſay 10, but lay 


one thing and do another ? But that.;had | 


been too grols a Lye, to have been be- 
lieved, by them that ſee that we fer up 
Teachers in all our Congregations, _ 

© 3+ Therefore I can imagine nothing but 


abſurdity in his words, -unlels he mean, ; 


that we hold that a Man may rightly In- 


terpret Scripture by his own underſtand- 
ivg :mmediately, inſtructed by his agg | 
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and God's Spirit, without taking the 
Sence only at the rebound, on the belief of 
the Pope and bis Clergy. For we never 
thought that a Man's own natural Wit 
without a Teacher, and the help of God's 
Spirit, can ſavingly underſtand and apply 
the Scripture. 

And yet we would fain tell Papiſts a* 
better way to Convert a Philoſopher, or 
« Turk, than to Preach to them thus : God 
bath written his -Law and Goſpel to the 
World, but you cannot tell what 1s the mean- 
ing of it, tall you take that ſence on truſt 
from our Pepe and Clergy, and know that 
Chriſt authoriz.ed him to be Fudge; and that 
befare you btlicue im Chriſt, or underſtand 
the word that ſo authorizeth him, Were 
not corrupted Nature very blind in things 
Spiritual, Plow-men, and Tinkers, and 
Coblers , would be able to confute ſuch 
Fopperies , and much more Prieſts, and 
Popes, and Prelates. 

4+ But | pray you tell me, whether the 
Pope and his Prelates: , do not interpret 
Seripture by their own underſtandings ? 
W hoſe underftandings elſe do they judge 
by, in Conclaves or Councils ? 

5- And tell me, whether he that judg- 
eth thac the Pope is Chriſts Vice-Chriſt and. 
Ruler, at the Antipodes, and is infallible, 

C 
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tho he be by Councils condemmd for a Si-- 
moniſt,, an-Infidel , an Atheiſt, a Seducer, 
or an #gnovanre: Sot ! Doth not this Man 
zadge al}:rhis by his on! wn1derſtanding ? 
if Man rake an ignorant lotiſh Prieſt 
forthe Mouth. of the: Catholick Church, 
tho? he know no more what. he talks a- 
gainft,” than this Romen Deceiver , doth 
be-not judge this by his own underſtand» 
ing ? If a Sor will believe you, that your | 
Selb i the wbole Church, and all are Dam- 
red, tho' they love God, and believe in' 
Chriſt, if they will nor be ruled by the Pope 

and every AMaſs-Priezſt, doth he not judge | 
thus by his own anderſtanding ? Do you 
Breach to Men, or Beaſts, that have no un- 
— God's Law and' Wilt 7 If 
a Man muſt believe all the Canons of Popes 
and Councils, in Baronim, Binnius, Suri« 
', Nicelinus, Caranza , &c. doth he 
not da it by his own wnderſt anding ? 

6. Oh! But the meaning is, To# are al 
provare ignorant Men, and we are the Cler- 
gY-5" Kings chooſe ſome of i», and Popes 
chooſe others, and whether we are Wiſe or 
Fools, Learned or Unlearned, Infidels or 
Chriltians, you are all Damned if you will 
net fallow #s, and if we be Damned, you 
muſt be content to be Damned with w. And 
isirſo? HathGod ryade Man for no ſafer. | 

} | and 


\ 


— 


| 
| 
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and better a Condition, than ro- be Dam- 
ned when ever Sottiſh Drunken Prieſts 
willtell him, { You muſt believe us that are 
the Mouth of che Pope, aud the ”_ 
tho' you think that the Word of is 
againſt it?) Speak our Deceiver z would 
you have all Men be of their Rulers Reli- 
jon, or not ? Should the Fews have be- 
ieved the Church, that Chriſt was a Blaſ- 
phemer, Deceiver and Traytor, and the 
Apoſtles Sedicious Fellows ? Muſt we be 
Mahometans under Turks, Perſians , and. 
Indians, and Papiſts under Papiſts ? And 
why not Lutherans under "Lutherans aHo ? 
And fo our King ſhall be our God, and onr 
Religion humane. Or muſt Men judge 
whar is true or falſe, good or bad, by 
their own underſtandings ? Do Kings and 
Prelates Rule Mer, or Dogs, and Brures ? 
I Cromwel tay, He s Supream, and King: 
Charts: lay, He # Supream, tell us whether 
we mu{t not uſe our own underſtandings, 
to know which of them to believe and 
obey? And muſt we not do fo, if the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, fay 
one thing, and Chriſt another ? 

And I pray you tell ns, whether that be 
Religion hee is not.Divine, and whether it 
be not our own underſtanding, that muſt 
Giſtinguiſh. berween Ged and A1an ? Did 

C5 bot 
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. not Vulgar Folly fit flothful Fools for Fait 
| Hell, they would eaſily perceive that Po-| lap! 
pery engaging them to renounce their own| all t! 
underſtandings, maketh us all Voluntary! \ 
Bruces, to Fr, the ambition of Men, | Per: 
[and puts down God from being our Gover.| the 
nour , and Man from being a Voluntary| Att 
Subject, and rwrns the Kingdom of Chrit| Opp 


into the Kingdom of Beaſt s. tots 

| - tha! 
The Sixth Point accuſed. act 

ſho 

T hat St. Peters Faith hath failed. anc 
 Anſ. Who could more ignorantly have ful 
ſtated a Controvetlie ? Fa 


1. Proteſtants are ſurthes from the Oph »r 
nion that Peers Faith tailed, chan che grea- Sr. 
reſt Papiſt Doctors : Some Prote{tants to 
hold that no Man that hath true {ſaving at 
Faich, doth ever totally loſe it ; much lels 

Peter, Others hold, that no Eleft Perſon ne 
that hath true Faich, doth totally loleit: in 
And ſo thought Auguſtine : Others add, be 
that though ſome, as Calviz ſpeaks, quale C 
exngque ſemen fider perderint, having no mote R 
immutable Grace than Adam had in In- | ol 


nocency, yet all that have a Confumed Bc 
R adicated Habir, perſevere. And as to | tt 
Peters Faith, all fave thoſe called Armin | at 


41 agree, (as far as 1 know,) that bis ; a 
Faith 
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or. Faich was not totally loſt, nor Peter re- 
p-| lapſed into a State of Damnation: But will 
m| all the Jeſuits lay as much ? 
y/ Wecommonly hold that the Habit of 
1 Peters Faith, muſt be diſtinguiſhed from 
| the Als, and the Ai of Aſent from the. 
y| Att that exciteth Confeſſion and conquereth» 
}| Oppoſition. And that Ferers Faith did not 
' torally fail asto the Habir, nor the Aſſent,, 
that Chriſt was the 7/eſſrah : But that it 
actually failed as to the latter At, that 
ſhould conguer Fear : Chriſt ſaid ro him 
and the re(t before that, [/hby are ye fear- 
ful, © ye of little Faith: Little Faith, s 
Faith failing in Degree. Thu ts our Vilto- 
ry over the (World, even our Faith, (aith 

. Foln, And did not Peters Faith fail as 
to part of that Vitory, when he Curſt 
and Swore that he knew not the Man ? 

But by Peters Faith, this Deceiver mea- 
neth the Popes Faiih: And he inſtanceth 
in the Scribes and Phar:/ces, rhar were to 
be heard becau'e they Sate in Moſe's 
Chair, and in Cajaphas rhe High-Prieſt.. 
Reader, fee what Chriſtians thele Slaves 
of Chriſts pretended Vicar are : Doth he 
pot plainly infer, that the people did well 
that believed the Prieſts, and the Scribes,. 
and Phariſees, that Chriſt was a Deceiver 
and workt Miracles by the Devil; and, 
| . was 


Ho 


Was a Blaſphemer and a Trayror, and de- | 
ſerve+ Death; and that cryed Away with 
bim: Cracifie him ? And what wender 
if they obey their High Prieſt, when he 
Commandeth them to Murther Thoulands 
and Hundred Thoutands Saints Nicknamed 
Aereticks, when they juſtifie them that 
Killed Chriſt and the Apoliles, becauſe 


tre Church Commanded ir, (unlets they 
wilt renounce their own plain Conle ; 
') | 

And muſt- we indeed believe, that the | 
Popes Faith never failed, becauſe Perers 
did'nor? Then we muſt belicve that Ge+. | 
neral Conncils rhat are their Church, have | 
Been very falſe and flanderous, Reader, | 
F will give thee bot an Account of one or 
rwo, (when their own moſt flattering Ht- 
ſtorians tave written of many a long time, 
that they were rather Apoſparicr, than 
Apoſtoliri, and named but to keep the Ac 
count of time.) 

The great General Council at Conftance, 
(thar Burnt John Hm and Jerome of Prague, 
for Truth and Honeſty, ) finding three 
Popes Heading three Churches called &«- 
man Catholicks, trad no way to return to 
WUniry , bur by putting down all three * 
V ith much adoe they got down two of 


therh : But Pope John at Keme had the 
faſteſt 
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faſteſt hold, and they had more adoe to 
get him down ; and had not the Emperour 
relolved to back them, they had been 
foiled. Hereupon he is acculed in the 
Council, Firſt, by Fifry Four Articles, of 
{uch Monſtrous Villanies , as one would 
think hamane Nature were uncapable of. 
Afrerward many more are added, of Poy- 
foning Pope Alexander , of Inceft with 
his. Brothers Wife, and the Holy Nuns, 
and Raviſhing Maids, and Adultery with 
Men's Wives, and much more; and of 
Simony, almoſt incredible : And amongſt 
the reſt, (which | forbear to recite, leſt [ 
tire the Reader,) they fay and prove, 
that he mas 4 notor ions S1moniach, and a 
pertinacions Heretich ;, T hat oft before di- 
vers Prelates, and other Honeſt Men, by 
the Devils perſwaſion be pertinacionſly ſaid, 
aſſerted, dogmatized, and maintained, that 
there 13 no Life Lternal, nor any after this - 
And be [aid and pertinaciouſly believed, that 
Man's Soul dieth with the Body, and is cx+ 
tint}, as are the Bruits : And be ſaid, that 
the Dead riſe not, contrary to the Articles 
of the Reſurreftion, Oc. 

Thele Articles being ſhewed to the 
Pope, he confeſt his Sin, and conſented 16 
be Depoſed, and begged Mercy, bur ail in 
Hypocrilie, while he ſought to get out of 
their Hands and Power, And 


(39) 

And now Reader, doſt thou think that 
K is the mark of a Heretick, and deſer- 
veth Burning and Damnation, for a Man 
to think chat this Popes Faith failed ? 
Were ir not for tiring you, I would repeat 
luch Articles againſt many others of them, 
as would make you think, that not only the 
Heathen Philolophers, but even Mahomet 
was a Saint in comparilon of thele Swiniſh 
and Diabolical Popes. 

Aſter this, the Great Council at Baſil 
accuſed Engenius the 41h. of Hereſfie and 
multitudes of horrid Crimes, and depoled 
bim : But he outfaced them, and ſtanding 
it.out to the laſt, got the better, and the 
Succeſhon is ever ſince continued from this 
Pope, that was depoled by a grand Gene- 
zal Council. 

Before theſe, Pope John the 1 2th. was 

v. depoſed by a Council at Rome, called by 
Gtho. the Emperour, for ſuch horrid Vil- 
lanies, as no Pagans that we read of ever 
matcht. Read them but in Baronixs, and 
Binnics © Drinking Healchs in Wine cothe 
Devil, and- calling at Dice upon 7upiter 
and YVenw, beſides Murders, Simony, In- 
ceſt and all} Wickedaels, are all conſiftent 
with Papal Faith : And if this be no failing, 
I ſhall grant that the Popes Faich (nor the 
Devils, can never fail. _ | 

| F 
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The Seventh ac :;uſed Point, 


That the Church can Err, and hath Er+ 
Yors, 

Anf. This is truly and honeſtly recited : 
All Proteſtants hold it, and marvel that all 
the Devils in Hell can ſo befool any as to 
deny it- 

1. No Body can tel] whar it is that they 
call the Church, till chey rell us : But whar 
ever it is, except confirmed Angels and 
Souls in Heaven, if they cannot Err, God 
and our Saviour, aod the Apoſtles have 
Erred. For they tell us that, {we know but 
in part, ] and if any Man ſay that he hath 
no Sin, heis 4 Lyar, 1 Joh. 1. + Cor. 13. 
12. And in many things we offend all, Jam. 
2. 2. Plal. 19. 12. Who can wnderfland 
his Errours , cleanſe thou me from ſecret 
faults, It was the Church of which God 
complaineth, that they alway Err in there 
Hearts, and have not known God's way, 
Pſal. 95. 10. Heb. 3. 10, unleſs Caleb 
and Foſhua were all the Church, 7/a. 
$3. 6. All we like Sheep bave gone a 
Pray, &c. 

If by the Church they mean the Prieſts, 
bow full of Complaints apainſt their Er- 
rours are all the Prophets, and Hiſtory 
of 
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of the Kings and Chronicles ? lia. 3. 12, 
O my people, they that lead thee, cauſe thee 
to Err, and deſtroy the way of thy paths, 
ia, 9. 15, 16. For the Leaders of this 
people cauſe them to Err, and they that are 
led of them are deſtroyed. Mal. 2. The 
Prieſts Lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they 
ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth, for he us 
the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts : But 
ye are departed out of the way, and ye have 
cauſed many to ſtumble at the Law : Te 
bave corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſaith 
the Lord of Heſts : Therefore have 1 alfa 
made you comemptible and baſe before all 
the people, according as ye bave nat kept my 
ways, &s. Hoal.4. 6. 4 people are cut 
off for lack, of knowl:dge: Becauſe thou 
haſt rejetted knowledge, 1 will olſa rejelt 


> — —— 


— ——— 


thee, that thou.ſhale be no Prieſt tome. }cr. | 


53-31» The Prophets prephecy faiſely, and 
the Prieſts bear Kule by thetr means, and 
my people love to have it ſo, and what will 
ye do 4n the end bereof ? 2. Chron, 36. 14, 
16, 17. All thecbief of the Prieſts and the 
people Tranſereſſed very much after the abs. 
mina!t ions of the Heathen : But they macked 
the Meſſengers of the Lord, and deſpiſed big 
words , and miſuſed bis Prophets, till the 
wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his people, 
and there was no healing... /o lia. 1.2,344- 
Rea» 
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Reader, is it not worſe than Infidelity 
that theſe Men teach, if they tay that the 
Church hath not Erred ? Was it no! Er- 
ror when Aaron fet them up the Golden-. 
Calf ? nor whenthey wem after the Idols 
of the Heathen, and worſhipped in the 
High. places? Was it no. Exror to take. 
Chriſt for a Deceiver and Blaſphemer, 
worthy to be Crucified? Was itno Error: 
to rezet the Goſpel, and periecute-the: 
Apoſtles? 

And had the Apoſtles. no Error , when 
they believed nor that Chriſt muſt Die for 
our Sins, and riſe again, and aſcend to 
Heaven, but rhoupht he muſt chen ſev up 
an Earthly- Kingdom ? Was it no Error 
of Peter, Afath. 16. to difwade Chriſt 
ſrom Suffering, for which Chriſt ſaid, Ger! 
thee behind me Sathan, thou ſavonreſt not 
the tings that be of Ged, but thoſe that be 
of Men ? And I think he Erred, when 
Paul openly rebuked his Separation, 
Gal. 2, 

If all the Church on Earth conſt only 
of perſons that have many Errors, then the 
whole- Church bath many Errors: But the 
Antecedent is {o-trae, that 1 take him that 
denyeth it, to be to far from knowing 
whar the Church 1s, or what @ Chriſtian 


is, that he knoweth not what a Man w 
a 
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and a Church of ſuch are ſo unfic to be 
truſted as infallible, with all Mens Salvation, 
that they have not the Wit of common il- 
literate Men, or Children: And if in all 
things elſe they were as mad as in thele 
two Opinions. 1. That the Church never 
did nor can Err. 
2, And that all Aens Senſes muſt be de- 
ed for Tranſubſtantiation z doubtlels they 
id be kept-in Bedlam from humane 
Converſe. 


But for my part, I do not think that any 


Man of them not ftark-mad, doth believe 
himſelf that ghere - are any men in the 
World that have no Error, (that have any 
ule of Underſtanding.) | He is far from 
knowing what ſen 1s, that knoweth not 
that he ſwarmeth with Errours : 1 ofcner 
doubt whether the greater number of moſt 
mens thoughts, are true or falſe. 


Bur if by the Church they mean only | 


the Pope, if he cannot Err, then it is no 
Errour to believe that there is no Life but 
this, and that Mans Soul dieth as the 
Beaſts, and that ir is lawful to Murther 
Gods Servants by Thoulands, or hundred 
Thouſands; if all the forelaid Popes in the 
ages 800, i9y00, 10009, 1 100, Erred not, 
ſure there is no ſuch thing as Errour in the 
World, 

But 
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But perhaps by the Church is meant Ge- 
neral Comncils, 

But 1. If they Erred not in their De- 
crees, doth it follow that therefore they 
bad no Errour ? 

2. But did not the ſecond Council at 
Epheſus Err? Where they tell us that Sola 
Petrs Navicala, only the Popes Meflen- 
pers eica the Herehe ? Did not the 
Council of Calcedon Err in their Opinion 
when it determined that the Reaſon 
Komes Primacy was becaule it was the Im- 
perial Sear, &c? Were all the Councils 
free from Errour that were for the Arri- 
ans? And thoſe that were againſt them. ? 
And all that were for the enothelites ? 
And thoſe that were againſt them? And 
all that were for Images, and thoſe 'that 
were againſt them, Ce ? 

But atlaſt they come to this, that the 
Pope may Err, and Councils may Er, bur 
when they. agree, they cannot Err:' A 
happy meeting of Erring perſons, if they 
are both cured by it. Bur fure iris not the 
meeting : For the Pope is at Kome, when 
the Council is at Trent, Epheſus, Conſt an- 
timople, &e, It a Council may Err, and 
the Pope Err, what proveth it impoſbble 
for them to agree in Errour ? The Pope 


and Council at Lateran 4th. agreed for 
the 
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the Popes depoſing Princes that Exter- 
minate not all out of their Dominions 
that: deny: Tranſubſtantiation, &c. Was 
thisno:Errour ? 

Obj. But this Was not a matter of Faith, 

- Hnf. 1s/it no matter of Faith with them , 
Whether it be Lawful or not, according to 
Gods Law, to kill men that believe theix 


Senſes, and to depole Princes? And whes | 


ther! Subjetts. may. breaks their Oaths 
06 Allegiance, and; foriake their Prince 
if the. Pope: Command them, and: al be 


cauſe: their Prince will not be a Murthe- | 


rer'\or Ptrfecutor? Thele are no-marters 
of: Faith with them? But ſure they have 
made them. Artictes: o6 their Religion, 
And cither the: Rebeis, and Murtherevs, 
and: Pope/and. Coancil Err, or elfe Gods 
Law and Goſpel Err. 
- The' Judgment of the Reformed Catho- 
licks. is this, | 

1. [Thar there is. no man living without 
Errour. 

2; That the Apoſtles of Chriſt were 
Commiſhonedto deliver his Goſpel to the 
World, by Word and Record, and had 
his promiſe of his Spirit ro lead them into 
all Truth, and keep them from doing that 


Work Erroneouſly which they were com- | 
miſfioned to. do.: (Tho' not to-make/ them | 
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abſolutely free from Sin or Errour in all 
other things.) Avd therefore the Scrip- 


tore written by them 'is free from Errour, 


by Virtue of the ſpecial promiſe and 
Spirit. 

3. That all trne Chriſtians, (really re- 
generate,) are free from all Errour, in- 
conſiſtent with true ſaving Faith, and Ti- 
tle ro Salvation. 

4. That therefore the Church as it ſigni. 
hech only the ſaid regenerate true Chriſti- 
ans, hath no Damning Errour, or none 
bur what is pardoned, as confiftent with 
taving Faich and Holinefs. 

5. That the Univerſal Viſible Church, 
isthe whole Company of men on Earth, 
that profeſs true {aving Faith, and are by 
Covenant Vow Baptized into this Pre- 
feſfion: And that all this rrue Viſlibte 
Church, profeſſerh no Erroxr, inconfiſtenr 
with +berr Profeſſion of the foreſard ſaving 
Fauh : Becaule the profeſſion of ſaving 
Faith is eſſential to viſible Chriſt tanity, and 
to the viſible Church, 

For mark , that I ſay nor that they 
profeſs no Erronr inconſiſtent with ſincere 
Faith in themſelves ſubjeftsvely , nor yer 
thatasto-objetive Faith, may not by w- 
ſeen-conſequence overthrow it : For there is 
{ach -g concatenation -of Divine revealed 

Truths, 
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Truths, thatic is a doubtful caſe, whether | 


any one Errour (which all men have,) do 
not by remote Conlequence ſubvert the 
very Foundations. But no true Viſible 
Church or Chriſtian, to profeſſech any one 
Errour, as not to profe/s the eſſential pornts 
of Faith and Godlineſs, tho? they may 
think falſely that both are true, There. 
fore Proteſtants teach, that unſeen Con- 
ſequences are not to be {o charged on 
thole that ſee them not, and hold faſt the 
(injured) Truth, as if it wetea known or 
direct denyal of the Truth, 

6. But every Church, and every man, 
being imperfect both in knowledge, Faith 
and Holineſs, have all ſome Errour : For 
to be objectively de fide, is to be of Divine 
Revelation ; And all the Scripture is D:- 
vine Revelation. And if the queſtion be, 
Whether any Pope, Council or Chourch, 
underſtand all the Scriprure without any 
Errour * judge by Commentators , and 
common Experience. 

And now what faith the Deceiver a- 
gaiaſt all this ? 

1. He citeth Iſs, 59. 21. God hath 
promiled to prelerve his Word in the 


| 


: 


Church : Erge, the Church cannot Err? | 
A forged Conlequence, no more follow- | 


eth, but that the true Church ſhall not 


lole 


| | and Word of God, as they did ; No won- 


47 
loſe or forſake Gods Word : For then it 
would ceaſe to be the Church : 

But 1. Not that the beſt Churches un- 

derſtand all that Word without any Er. 
rour. 
2. Nor that any particular Church viſi- 
ble may not apoſtatize, or turn Hereticks, 
or corrupt Gods Word, and forbid men 
touſe it ina known Tongue, as the Pa- 
piſts do. 

Next he citeth Joh. 14- 16. As if all 
the Church had the ſame promiſe of the 
Spirit of Infallibility, as the Apoſtles had : 
If ſo, then, 

1. Papiſts are none of the true Church, 
becauſe they have many Errours. 

2. And if the major part be the Church, 
rather than a minor Sect, then all other 
Chriſtians that are againſt Popery are free 
from Errour, for they are twice or thrice 
as many as the Papilts. 

3. And when the far greater part were 
Arrians , they were free from Errour : 
Yea, the Council of Sirmium, to which 
Pope Liberizs profeſſed full conſent. Or 
did Chriſt break his ptomiſe to all thefe ? 

4. If the Pope or all his Prelates, have 
as full a promiſe of the Spirit as the Apo- 
ſtles, then they may write us a new Bible, 


der 
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der then if the Canons and Decretals be #; 
much Gods Word as the Bible ? Bat why 
then do they not confirm their Canons by 
Miracles as the Apoſtles did ? And 
did ſo many Popes contradict each other 
Had both Srephans, Formoſus, Nicholas, 


and the foreſaid Fohns that denyed the Life 
to-come, &c, the ſame Gift as the Apo- 
ſtles? Surely we may well lay to them as| 
St.Fames, Shew me thy Faith by thy Werks*: 
They did ſhew it by moſt odious Simony, 
Gluttony , Drunkennels, Lying with 

Maids and Wives, even at the Apoſtolick 
Doors., Murdering Chriſts Members by | 
"Thouſands, Silencing faicrhſul Preacher, | 
Depoſing Emperours, Commanding Per- 
jury and Rebellion, even to Sons againſt 
their own Fathers: Forbidding all Church 
Worſhip of God to whole Kingdoms for 
many years, when a King will not obey | 
the Pope: By ſuch Works they ſhew | 
their Faith! O the power of Satan, and | 
the horrid pravity of man, when ſuch | 
things are not only Juſtifed, but truſted to 

for Juſtification, and made conſiſtent with 

a Church that never Erred, 

Indeed theſe Errours crept in by De- 
grees, which maketh it difficult ro Expo | 
tors of Scripture Propheſie, to' know juſt | 
the year when the miſchief became fo | 

ripe 


© an 


kk © OB am 


<5 © 


(49) 


ripe as to prove Rome to be Babylon Apo- 
ſtate to Pagano- Chriſtianity, and the Pope 
to be Antichriſt, Butif lice a man Ra- 
ging mad in Bedlazy, I willnor make itan 
Aruacle of my Faith, that he is Sane mentis, 
becauſe I kiow not juſt when his amentia 
& deliratio, or Mclancholly became a 
Mama, Oi Faror. 

The Deceiver alſo ciceth, ar. 18. 17. 
viz, Becauſe men mult hear the Church, 
where a Sinner dwellerch , that callech him 
to Repenrance after due Proof and Admo- 
nition , therefore the Pope and his Pre- 
lates cannot Err. An Argument liker a 
Deriſion, than a ſerious Proof ; Did not 
the Pepe then Err , when Biſhops and 
Councils have in vain called him to Re- 
pent ? Doth not the Church Err then moſt 
damnably, that commandeth Murder , 
Trealon, and moſt heynous Sin, and is 
the Leader of the Impenicent ? Muſt we 
take fuch then as Heathens and Publicans ? 
Bur as the man thinketh, lo the Bell tink- 
eth, Do bur Fancy that by the [Chnrch,J 
is meant only the Pope and his Clergy ; 
and that all is ſuch Sia which the Pope 
calleth ſo, tho' God command us, and 
then all ſuch Texts will ſeem ro them re 


| lay what they would bave them ſay. 
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The man alſo citeth, Eph. 5.27. viz, 
Chriſt will preſent his Regenerate Church, 
perfect and ſpotleſs in Judgment, What 
then ? Ergo, the Viſible Church on Earth 
hath no Errour or Spot : And Ergo, the 
Pope and his Clergy are this Viſible per- 
fect Church. And why not as well Con 
ſtantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, or Je 
raſalem, the Mother Charch ? Which part 
is it that is the whole, or indefeCtible? 
What is profaining Gods Word, if this 
be not ? If any ſhould be forbidden the 
Scripture, it is thete prophaning Prieſts. | 


The Eighth accuſed Point. 


That the Church bath been hidden and 
Inviſible. 

Anſ. We do not think that the Pope 
and his Clergy-Church have been hidden 
and inviſible. Their Wars, even in /t 
and Keme, for many Ages made them Vi. 
fible : Yea, and palpable roo : The Kings 
and Emperours that they Fought againſt 
or Depoled, knew them ; above 1 coece 
Waldenſes and Albigenſes felt them to che 
Death : Que Regio in rerrs talis non plend 
laboris. Whether this man knew nor the! 
Proteſtants —_ herein , or whe 
ther he would not have his Reader know! 

it 
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it, I cannot tell ; but [ ſhall tell you what 
it is, 

1. Proteſtants commonly hold, That as 
the Word [Church] figniteth the Com- 
pany of ſincere Chriſtians, and Heart-con- 
ſenters to the Baptiſmal Covenant, 1o it is 
inviſible to Man that knoweth not the 
Heart. Inward Faith and Love which de- 
nominate them, are not feen by others, 
dare any deny this ? 

2, Bur asche Word [Church] ignifieth 
the Univerſality of men baptized nrofeſſing 
Chriſt iawnty in publick Aſſemblies, {0 it was 
never inviſible, ſince tuch publick profeb 
ſion and Aﬀlemblies firſt began. 

3. But when the Pagan Perſecutors for- 
ced their meetings into Woods and Cells, 
and Pirs, called Conventicles, and to Night- 
Meetings, they were hidden from the Per- 
lecutors, as well as they could hide them- 
ſelves: And lo they wers, when they 
hid themſelves from the Arrian Perſecu- 
tion of Lalens, Conſt antiis, Genſericus, 
Hunnerichus, and from the Perſians : And 
fo were thole of Tholouſe, Piedmont, Bo- 
hemia, and others that hid chemlelves, and 


| fled from the Cru/ado's, under Simon Mont+ 


ford , and St. Demonick, and others that 


Murdered them. Chriſt himſelf fled ts 
' Egypt, and Galilee, from Perfecutors, His 
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Diſciples were met ſecretly for fear bf the 
Jews, when Chriſt appeared to them; 
when Peter was in Priſon, many were al- 
{embled by Night in a Conventicle, at the 
Houle of Marks Mother, to pray for him, 
The Papiſts theruſelves keep hidden Meet- 
= $, Where they cannot bave more pub- 
ick. 

4. God hath not promiſed his Charch, 
ſach conſtant Proſperity, as that in every 
Age any Nation ſhall have publick Liberty 


without all Perſecution ; much leis that 


they ſhall be. till uppermoſt, and Maſters 
of the World, and have Kings and Em-| 
perours always for them. | 

5. But we cannot lay, that yet the 
Church hath been ſo low fince the days of 
Conſtantine, that all Princes have dilowned 
the Eſſentials of Chii.iiauiry, and we hope 
it never will be [o. 

6. But af Ages and parts of the Chanch, 
have not been equally pare and ſound : | 
ſome Apes the Arrins were moſt : In-the 
Reign of Theodoftzes Junior, Aaſt aſins, Cc. 
the cutichians prevailed : In the days dl 
Phil: ppicus the Aonothelites prevailed, ſo! 
that at one of their Councils Binime faith,/ 
There were JInnumerable Biſhops: In one 
Emperors time thole prevailed that were 
againſt Images z ig Jrene”s and Theodords 
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times, thoſe that were for them : Some- 
time the Biſhop of Rome had moſt Power, 
and ſometime the Biſhop of Conſtantinc+ 
ple, and Alexandria : For an Hundred 
years, even much of /raly forſook him, 
and let up a Patriarch at Aquteia as their 
Head : Throngh many Apes the Citizens 
of Rome themfelves expelled him or 
Fought againſt him. 

Now 1n all theſe Caſes, the Charch, as 
profe (ſing Chriſtinanity, was ſtill Viſible : Bur 
which of all the parts was the pareſ# and 


| ſoundeſt, was known to none bur the 


ſound parts themſelves. And when and 
where the Errours became {o great as re- 
ally to nullifie, or invalidate the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, this was known only to 
thoſe near, that had opportunity ro know 
the mind of the accuſed : For Noxa Ca- 
put ſequitxy: One man, tho? a Prince or 
Prelate, cannot make all his Subjects He- 
reticks by his Errour. 

So that nothing hath been more Viſible, 
than that there have ſtill been profeſſed 
Chriſtians, and ſo an Univerſal viſible 
Church on Earth. But which parts of 
this Church have de fato been Sound , 
and which Corrup:, and what Errours 
have nullified their Profeſſion , and what 
only blemiſhrit, this hath never been vi- 

D 3 ſible 


(54) 

fible to the Erroneous; {( For no man 
knoweth that he Erreth ;) but it hath been 
vilible to the Sound. And lo, . that the 
Church of Rome yet Profeſſeth Chriſtjani- 
ty, we know.: Burt whether their Errours 
prove them Baby/zn , or nullifie their 
Chriſtianity, muſt . be known only by 
trying the guilty Individuals. * 

Here the Cheaters ſay to the Ignorant, 
If the Church hath been always Viſible, 
where was your Church before Luther ? 

Anſ. 1. Where-ever there were men 
profeſſing Chriſtianity and Baptized, and 
not Apoſtatizing. Were there none ſuch 
in the World, muſt we be pur to prove 
where there were any Chriſtians before 
Luther ? Were not the Hearers groſly 

rant, the Cheaters would have no 
fdence in {ach Fopperies as thele. 

Obj. But the Church of Rome profeſt Chr 
fi anity before Luther. 

An/. It did ſo, and as Chriſtians we 
are of the ſame Church with them, we 


know no Univerſal Church, but the Ebri- 
ftian as ſuch, that is, all Chriſt ians as ww] 
Headed by Chriſ® If you cannot te!l whe | 
ther before Luther there were any Chrk| 
ftians in the World, (in Abaſſia, Exypt,"\ 
Syria , Armenia, the Greeks, Muſcovnes, 
&c.) it's your grols ignorance of _—, 

ut | 
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But whether Papiſts, Arrianr, Entychians, 
Neſtorians, Monothelites, Phantaſians, 
Image- Worſhippers, do invalidate their 
profeſſion of Chriſtianity , by their con- 
trary Errours and Crimes, it much more 
concerneth themſelves, than us ro enquire 
and judge. 

Bur tho? thoſe that nullify not their pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, are all of the lame 
Church Univerſal that we are of, yet we pro- 
feſs that their New humane Church, which 
is [only the Pope as Head,and all that adhere 
to bim as ſuch, ] are no Church of Chriſt 
at all, All Chrif ian; as ſuch are paris of 
the Coe Church: But a Policy con- 
ſifting of a Yice-Chriſt and his Subjeits, 
is a Rellellious Ulurpation, and no Church, 
Forma denominat : As Chriſt is the Head, 
all are of the Church that truly cleave ro 
him as Head : As the Pope is the pre- 
tended Head, « they are all a pack of 
Rebels. | 

And now what an ignorant Cant is it to 
fay, The Church cannot Apoſtatize;, Ergo, 
it cannot Err ;, Ergo, the Pope of Rome, 
and bis hireling Clergy cannot Apoſtatize ; 
and Ergo, T hey cannot Err ! Tell me, 
whether Rome be all the World ? And 
whether the Church of Rome, and the Chri- 
ſtian World, be Words of the ſame bg- 
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nification in any Diftionary ? And whether 
an Alexandrian Catholick, ora C. P. are 
Catholick,, be not as good Sence, as a Re- 
men Catholick? And whether the Texts or 
Fathers, that you name pfophanely, will 
prove that the Church of C. P. Alexan. 
aria , Antioch, or Jeruſalem, can never 
Err, or Apoſtatize , or be Inviſible? 

And whether your own Jeſuits confels not 
that Rome ſhall do ſo too, if the Reign of * 
Antichriſt ? 

" the mean time take this anſwer. 

- The Church as intimately SanCtified, 
oO. ſincere, was ever inviſible, 

2. The Church Univerſal, as profeſſin 
Chriſtianity , was ever viſidle, tho" 0 
hid by Perſecution. 

3. Whether Rome, C. P. Feruſalem be 
a true Church or Apoſtate , is inviſible to 
thoſe that knew them not. 

4+. That the Papal Church, as informed 
by a Univerſal Vice-Chrift , is 4 falſe 
Church, is Notoriow. This is our Judg- 


ment. 


The Ninth accuſed Point. 


That the Church was not always to remain 
Catbolick or Univerſal : And that the 
Charch of Rome 5s not ſuch a Church, 


Anſ. 


a 
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Anſ. The firſt part is a meer flat Lye: 
We hold that the Church is always to re- 
main Univerſal, till ir be preſented perfect 
in Glory : If it remain not Univerſal, 
what becomes of it? [s1t a part of ſome» 
thing ele, or annihilated ? If Chriſt have 
no Church, he is no Head of the Church, 
and fo no Chriſt. What Proteſtane 
Church ever {ſaid any ſuch thing, as you 
falſly charge them with ? 

That the Church of Rome is not» ſuch a 
Church , that is, Is not the Univerſal 
Church, indeed we not only ſay, bur think 
the contrary, fitter for a man Drunk than 
Sober ? Whar, is Rome all the World ? Is 
Abaſſia, America, Meſopotamia, Muſco- 
uy , Aſia, Thrace , England, Scotland, 
Sweden, Denmark, no part of the World, 
yea, of the Chriſtian |orld ? And is nor 
the Chriſtian [Vorld, the Church Univer- 
ſal ? Reader, here is a Controverly wor- 
thy the Wits, Eearning and Honeſty of 
all the Famous Fathers, and Doctors, and 
Juglers of the Roman Catholick Church, 
The Queſtion is, Which of the Rooms in 
the Houle is the whole Houſe ? One faich 


| that the Kitchin, or the Cole-Houſe, or 
+ the Houſe of Office, is the whole Houle. 


We Proteſtants ſay, that no onz Room is. 
the whole , bat Hall, Parlors , Dining- 
Bs Room, 
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Room, and all the Chambers, and Clo- 
ſets, and Kitchin, are the whole; and if 
the Cole Houle, and Houle of Office will 
needs be parts, we will not contend with 
them, but we will never grant that they 
are either the whole , or the beſt part; 
Tho? by Fire and Stink, they think to 
force us to it. 

Bur the ancient W riters diſtinguiſh be. 
tween the Catholick Church, and a Ca- 
tholick,Church : By the firſt is meant the 
whole Church : By the iecond is meant 
fuch a particular Churcly, as is not Schil- 
matical, bur a true and {ound part of the 
whole, | 


But what could theſe Self.Condemner | 


fay more againſt themſelves, than thus 
openly to confels, that their Sect claimech 


to be the whole Church, and fo T rayte- | 
rouſly unchurcheth two or three parts of | 
the Church of Chriſt, and Damneth moſt | 


Chriſtians, for not being Traytors to Chriſt, 
as they ? 

To confute his baſe abuſe of Scripture, 
s ncedlels and irkſome, 


The Tenth point accuſed, 


That the Churches Unity, # not neceſſary 
ip al} 64.15 of Faith, 
La. 
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Anſ. This we verily hold, for all that 
God hath revealed in Scripture to be be*- 
lieved, are points of Faith, (if the Word 
be uſed intelligibly by thele men:) Bur all 
the points of Genealogies, Topography, 
Chronology , Prophecy in Scripture, are 
revealed to be believed, therefore the 
are points of Faith ; and if Unity in ul 
thele is neceſſary to the Unicy of the 
Church, then no Church on Earth hath 
Unity : Certainly Rome hath not, whoſe 
Commentators and Doctors diſagree ar 
bout many hundred Texts of Scriptnre, 
and S:xrus Fth. and Clemens 8th. Popes, 
about the very Tranſlation of many hun- 
dred 1exts, 

Theſe men muſt now lay, that we are 
not bound to believe all Gods Word, or 
elle they muſt coafels that their Church 
hath not Unity. 

That which Reformed Catholicks hold 
is, t» Firſt points of Faith, (or revealed 
to be believed,) are lome of them Efſen- 
tial to Chriſtianity, and of neceſſity to Sal. 
vation , and ſome but Intergrals, if not 
ſome Accidents : The firſt all che True 
Church agreeth in : The ſecond not: As 
who is Antichriſt ? or Babylon ? or the Tens 
Horned, or T wo-Horned Beaſt in the Re- 
velations ? What is the Time, Times, 

and 
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and half a Time, with an Hundred ſach 7 
But in general, all believe rhar all Gods 
Word is true, It might convince theſe 
men, in that it was long before all the 
Churches received all the Canonical 
Books of Scripture, and yet all received 
not all their Apocryphal Books. And are 
theſe out of the Church ? Or are none of 
theſe Books to be believed ? 


The Eleventh Point accuſed. 


That St, Peter was nit Ordained by Chrift 
the firſt Head or Chief among the Apoſtles; 


—— 


 __  ————————— 
—— 7 —<— wo 


— 
Py < © 0a 


— 
— — 


F 
— 


and that. ameng the 1 welve, none Was prea- | 


rer or leſſer than other. 

Anſ. Meer Falſehood, as undiſtinguiſht, 
The word Head is ambiguous ; this Wri 
ter hath a Head, ſuch as it is, that other 
Heads much difter from. Reformed Ca- 
tholicks hold, that Petey is called firſt in 
numbring them : That he was by Chriſt 
in many inſtgnces, preferred before others : 
That he was an Eminent Speaker , and 
worker of Afiracles: That all the Apoſtles 
were not Equal in parts and worth ; bat 


lome herein greater than other. What, | 
was Judas no leſſer than the reſt, that was | 
a Thief and —_— ? John was Eminent- | 


ly the Dylciple whom Jeſus loved. 


But 


f 
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But we hold, 1: That as John was not 
made Lord or Ruler of the reſt , by be. 
ing Loved more, 1o/ Peter's Preheminence 
made him no Maſter or Ruler of the reſt : 
The rwelve Apoſt les were choſen Relative- 
ly, to the rwelve Tribes, Peter as Renben 
was the firſt, and denyed Chriſt, and was 
called Satan, with a Get behind me, (Mart. 
16.) as Reuben defiled his Fathers Bed, 
But as Levi was the third, ſo was James 


*the firſt Sanftified Apoſtle : And as 7uda 


the fourth, is called the Law-giver, from 
mnhom the Scepter ſhould not depart, Ce. 1o 
Fobn the fourth is the Diſciple of Eminent 
Love ; and Love is the Everlaſting Grace, 
when Faith and Propheſie ceaſe. Bur 
Chriſt made no one of them Ruler of the 
reſt, 

Proved, 1. No Text ſpeaketh any ſuch 
thing : And the Headſhip of Governing 
Power, wonld have been of ſuch grand 
neceſſity to be known, that Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles muſt needs have plainly and oft 
inculcated ir. 

2. Peter never Exerciſed any ſuch Pow- 
er ; what mention is there of any Laws 
or Mandates of his to the other Apo- 
ſtles ? 

3. The reſt never fought to him for 
Laws or Orders, 

4+ The 
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4. The Schiſm and Controverſies of 
Chriſtians were never decided by appeal- 
ing to him as the Judge, 

5- When ſome at Corinth would have 
made him their Head, and faid, 1 am of 
Cepbas, Paul reproveth them as carnal, 
ſaying of all , lihat arc they but Miniſters, 
by whom ye believed ? 

6. Pap! reproveth him, Gal. 2. 

7. The Jewiſh Chriſtians contend a- 
gainſt him, for Eating with Gentiles, A#, 
11. whom he fatisſieth by proof from God, 
and not by pleading his Supremacy. 

8. He never once claimed any ſuch 
Power. 

9. Paul, 1 Cor. 12. tells us of none in 
the Church greater than Apoſtles, But the 
reſt were Apoſtles as well as he. ; 

10. No luch Article was ever put into 
the Charches Creed, 

We grant that Chriſt did in jaſtituting 
the Apoſtles Office, inſtitute a diſparity of 
Miniſters ia his Church, and this to be con- 
tinued in the Ordinary continued part of 


their Works, but not in the Exiraordi- | 


nary. And wegrant that in putting Perer 
firſt, Chriſt intimated, that among men of 
the ſame Office, there may for Qrder 
fake be a Priority z as the Preſident of a 
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Synod or Colledge, or the Fore-man of a, 
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Jury, or a Chiet-Juſtice, or the Speaker 
of a Parliament : God is not the God of 
Confuſion , but of Order, as in all the 
Churches : If a Pariſh or an Independant 
Church have one grave Paſtor, with di- 
vers young Affiſtants, that were but his 
Scholars, uature will give him ſome awing 
Preheminence among them. We are not 
againſt tuch a Primacy among Biſhops, or 


' Arch-Biſhops : But this is nothing to a Ge» 
| werning Office. And if Peter had had luch, 
|; What's that to the Pope of Rome ? 


The Twelfth Point accuſed. 


That a Woman may be Head, or Supreme 
Governe{s of the Church in all Canjes, as 
the late Queen Elizabeth was, 

Anſ. A cheat by Confutton and Equivo- 
cation, 

The Church hath two ſorts of Govern- 
meut: One by the Word of God, and the 
Keys called Ecclehaſtical. The other by 
the Sword, called Princely or Magiſtratical ; 
We never had King or Queen that claimed 
the ſormer, and none but Enemies of Go- 
vernment deny the latter : Queen Eliza 
beth and all our Kings fince have publickly 
diſclaimed the Prieſt by Office of Words, 
Keys aud Sacramerts, Which maketh the 

Clergy 


(64) 


Clergy Tryers and Judges what to Preach, | 


and whom ro Baptize and receive to 
Church Communion, ablolve or Excom- 
runicate. But ask this Deceiver, Muſt 
the Church have none to Govern by the 
Sword ? All Chriflians are the Church, and 
ſo all Chriſtian Princes are depoſed, be- 
cauſe they are Chriſtians. Or muſt the 
Clergy have no ſuch Government over 
them ? Yes, the Pope, fay the Papal Ca- 
nons; he is Sword-bearer over the Cler- 
gy : So you lee what Cburch-powey is come 
to. Butl trow, few Papiſt Kings will 
grant that they have no Sword-Govern- 
ment over the Clergy, leſt every Prieſt 
be Maſter of their Houſes, Wives, and 
Lives. The King is no Phyſicain, or 


Philoſopher , no Architect, Shipwright, - 


Pilor, &'c. but may he not be King and 
Ruler of all theie ? He is no Clergy-man 
or Prieſt, but the Ruler of the Clergy. 
Bart they ſay, ir muſt not be in Cauſes 
Egcleſpa/tical. Anſ. Caules Eccleſiaſtical 
have two ſorrs of Government, in order 
to two Ends. As if one be accuſed for 
Preaching again't God or Chriſt, or the 
Life to come ; or for Perjury, Adultery, 
Murder, &c. Here the Biſhops are Judges, 
( and the Church,) whether this min be 
Guilty wn order to bis Communion or Excom- 
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munication, Or admonition. But the King 
and his Judges are to Judge, whether he be 
Guilty , and ſo whether to be Impriſoned 
Fined, Baniſhed, Cc. ſo far as Cauſes of 
Religion or Church, are to he puniſhed 
by the Sword , the King is Head or Go- 


' vernour, and Judge: who would think 


that a ſort of men that deny this, ſhould 
have the Face to ſay that they are Loyal 
to Kings, or any forcing Government: 


; Muſt Kings Burn or *Kill, as many Thou- 


ſandsat the Popes command as the Pope 
will call Hereticks, and yet never have 
power to judge whether ghey are ſuch, 
and do deſerve it? O! hoW much worſe 
than Hangmen, would fuch men make 
all Kings and Magiſtrates ! 

Was not all the Chriſtian World in a 
ſad caſe then, when the Pope was under 
the Arrian Goths, and the Subjelt of a 
Foreign Arian muſt Rule all Kings and 
Kingdoms ? 

o man of Brains can be ignorant that 
Popedom or Prelacy, do not always make 
men mortified Saints, (that oft have been 
icarce Men, much leſs Chriſtians; ) nor 
that the Prince hath a great Power, both 
in Chooſing and Ruling the Clergy that are 
his Subjects. It fl out happily , that 


| Theodorick the Arian, (and divers Spaniſh 


Arian 


(66) 


Arian Kings,) were an honeſt ſort of men 
but ſure they were very mighty Princey 
at Rome, when one Subject of an Arriay 
Goth , was Ruler of all the Kings and 
Souls on Earth, (e jure, ſay our Decei. 
vers.) And if the Twk ſhonld poſleſs 
Rome , as he doth C. P. all Kine and 
Nations muſt be ſubjeRt to his Subjett ? 


And what Power he hath over the four Pa | 
triarks of C. P. Alexandria, Antioch, and | 


Fernſalem, is too well known, ' And when 
Baronims, Binnizs, Cc. tell us of famous 
Whores, (Marozia, and Theedora,) that 
made, and Ruled and unmade Popes, 
how was World Governed? As it 
was ſaid by a Lord Mayors Child, that 
he Ruled all London, \aying, my Father 
Ruleth Londen, and my Mother Ruleth 
my Father, and I Rule my Mother; {6 
might it be ſaid, theſe Whores Ruled all 
the Kings and Nations of Chriſtians on 
Earth; (if the Roman claim be Currant, 
for they made and Ruled Popes that claim- 
ed the Rule of all the World.) O! how 
much greater was a Roman Whore, (Ma 
rozia, Theodora, Cc.) than Pallas, Ven, 
or the great Diana of the Epbeſoans | But 
the miſchief was, that they were muts- 
ble, and could unmake a Pope, as well s 
make him, and {et the City and cy 
y| 
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by the Ears: as eAfqua Venw Teucris; 
Pallss inigua fit. Andif all Kings muſt 
be SubjeCts to the Subject, (or Chaplains) 
of him that can win Rome, let us with 
that he may not be a Mabontan, Pagar, 
or Arian : And why laid | an Arian, 
when an Anti-arian Pope, can Murder 
Chriſtians by Thouſands, when a 7 beoae- 
rick would not have hurt them, 


The Thirteenth Point aoeuſed. 


That Antichriſt ſhall not be a particular 
man, and the Pope is Antichriſt . 

Anſ. This is Popiſh Stating Caſes ; : 
Proteſtants find in the Creed, the Name 
of Chriſt, but not the Name of Antichriſt ; 
and therefore while they know and crulf 
Chriſt, they think it not neceſſary to Sal- 
vation to know Antichriſt : Bur they be- 
lieve Chriſt, who faid, that ».44y ſhould come 
wm his Name ſaying, 1 an; Chriſt and decervue 
many, even before the Deſtruction of the 
Jews; and rhey believe St. Fohn , that 
laid, there are many Antichriſts already ; 
The Fathers and Papiſts (ay, there is ſome 
one Great Antichriſt to come towards the 
end of the” World: Moſt Proteſtants 
think it is Antichriſt that is deſcribed, in 
2 Theſ. 2, and Kev. 12. 13, 17. To con- 
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fate King James, Biſhop. George Dow- 
name, Dr. Henry More, (above all) Mr. 
Mede, Cluverus , _ Ge. will re- 
quire more than this Writers Impertinen- 
cies, There are many Proteſtants that 
think it a meer miſtake, that there will be 
any one Antichriſt ſo Eminent as to obſcure 
all the reſt : And they pretend not to judge, 
of Antichrift by the Apocalyps, but by the 
Ten Commandments , and all the Goſpel: 
And they believe, that he is Antichrift that 
nſurperh Chriſts Prerogative, and yet op- 
poſerh his Kingdom : And ſuch they think 
the Eaſtern Antichri## Mahomet is the 
moſt notorious, and the Weſt ern Antichriſt, 
the Pope is his Second ; in that he claimeth 
Chriſts Prerogative of Governing all Nati- 


ons of the Earth as Vice-Chriſt, ok by 


Lies, Malice and Blood, ſuppreſſeth hui 
true Goſpel, Grace and Kingdom ; confute 
this if you can; Amending would be your 
beſt defence. | 

We doubt not bur Antichrifts paſt, have 
been Individual men, ſuch was Barchoche- 
ba, and ſome ſay Herod, and fome Drocle- 
ſian, but undoubredly Afahomes : And if 


A 
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the Pope be the Weſtern Anrichriſt, itis | 
the Individual Popes that are fach ; but * 


many of thoſe Individoals may make a 


Succeſſion of Antichiiſtian Policy, An- 


ſwer 


' 
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ſwer Dy, More, and Claveria of this, if 
you are able. 

We lay not our oppoſition to Popery 
chiefly, on the dark Revelation, Prophe- 
cy, or on the queſtion, Who 1s the Anti- 
chri#t ; But on the plain Word of God: 
If we find a Succeſſion of men, claiming Om- 
nipotency and Chriſts Prerogative, to Go- 
vern all Kings and Nations on Earth, and 
this by bare and baſe Vjurpation and Novels 
ry; and find theſe men ſet up their numerons, 
falſe, treaſonable, inhumane Canons, and 
forbid and 1evile Gods Law and Word, and 
find them turning God; Worſhip into unimel- 
ligtble Mummery and Stage-Shows , and 
Ceremony, and pind them {iving as Leeches 
on Blood, yea, on the Blood of Thouſands 


\ of the befi Chriſtians, and damning and [e- 


parating from the far greater part of the 
Chriftian World, becarſe they refuſe Sub- 
jeftion ro this wuſurping Vice-Chriſt , and 
judging all to Fire and Ruine that renomice 
not all humane Senſes, and worſhip not 
Bread pretcnded to be derfyed by daily name- 
rous Miracles of the baſeſt Prieſts, and 
aepoſing Kings that will not be ſuch Execu. 
tioners, and juſtifying their Subjefts tt Per- 
jury and Rebellion : We will not differ 
with you for the Name, whether you will 
gall thole that are fuch, Antichriſts, or 

Dias 


(70) 
Diaboliſts : Whether ſuch a State be the 
Babylon , o1 far worle, as inning againſt 
more Light, and by more horrid abule of 
the Name of Chriſt agaiaſt himlelf. 


The Foxrteenth accuſed Point. 


That no man, nor aity but God, can for- 
give or retain Sins. | 

Anſ. Falle as undiſtinguiſhed. We | 
hold, 1. That to forgive Sin, being the 
forgiving of the Prniſhment of Sin, and 
© the obligation thereto, 1. Parents may 
on juſt cauſe forgive CorreQive paniſh- 
ment to their Children , and Maſters to 
their Servants, 

2, Magiſtrates may on juſt cau'e, for- 
give Corporal puniſhment ro Subjects. 

'3- Equals may forgive lnjuries to 
Friends and Enemies. 

4. Paſtors may on juſt cauſe, forgive 
the Church penalties, of Excommunica- 
tion , which they had power to inflict : 
And all the Flock muſt forgive and reccive 

he penitent accordingly. 

5- When a Sinner by Faith and Repen- 
tance, truly performeth che Condition of 
Gods pardon expreſſed in Scripture, the 
Miniſters of Chriſt are by Office authori- 
zed to declare and pronounce him Ro | 

Y 


| 


1e 
| 
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by God, and by the Sacraments of Bap. 
tiſm and the Lords Supper to Inveſt him 
in a pardoned State, by delivering him a 
Sealed pardon : Bur only Swppoſitively/ If 
his Faith and Repentance be ſunceregelle he 
hath not Gods pardon of the Divide Puniſh 
ment, This is all true and plain, and 


enough. 


Bur we deteſt their Doftrine that lay, 


' 1- That mencan pardon the Spiritual and 


Eternal Puniſhment, any otherwiſe than 
conſequently declaring and delivering 
Gods pardon, which ſhall hold good, if 
the Prieſt refule to declare or deliver it. 

2. Or that Popes or Prieſts pardon, 
Purgatory pains, and Maſſes, and Money, 
and the Redundance of Saints Merits, and 
pleaſing the Pope, couduce thereto. 

Butif you will Speak fo abfurdly, as 
to ſay, thatif the King ſend a pardon to a 
Traytor or Murderer, the Meſſenger par- 
doned bim 5 we leave you to your phraſes. 

None of the Texts or Fathers Gired, 
ſpeak for any more than what we hold. 
The Paſtors are to declare men pardoned, 
that God pardoneth : Ard while they fo 
judge according to Gods Word, it is par- 
Coned in Heaven: But not if they pardon 
the wicked and ingpenitent. 


The 
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The Fifteenth accuſed Point. 


That we ought not to confeſs our Sins t 
any man but to God only, 

Anſ. This is a mere impudent Lie. 
1- We ought to confels our Sin, to the 
Magiſtrgte at his Judicature, when we are 
jaſtly accuſed of it, 

2. And to thole thay we have injured, 
when it is needful to repair the wrong, or 

to procure their forgivenels, 

' . 3, Andtothole that we have temptedin- 
to Sin, or encouraged in it, when it is need. 
ful to their Repemance. 

4. And to ſome feichful boſome Friend, 
when it is needful that ſuch know our 
Faults, that they may watch over us, of 
adviſe us, or pray for our pardon and de 
liverance. 

5- And when in Sickneſs, danger of 
Death, or other Aﬀiction , we get the 
Paſtdrs of the Church to pray for us; we 
ſhould confeſs our Sin to them, that they 
may know on what cauſe they {peak to 
/ God for our forgivenels, 

. 6. And in any caſe of Guilt, Trouble, 
Fear, or Diſjiculty, in which we need the 
Paſtors Counlel for our fafety, eale and 
peace of Conicience, our ſelves and other 


Friends 


: 
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Friends being inſufficient hereto, we ſhould 
confeſs our Sins to the Paſtors, whoſe ad- 
vice we ſeek : As a Patient muſt truly open 
his Cale to his Phyſician, and a Clyent to 
his Councellor, if. he will not be deceived, 
by deceiving them, Is all this no Con- 
feſfion ? 

Bur Proteſtants believe not, 1. That we 
muſt goto a Phyfician for every Flea-bi- 
ting, or Scratch, or Cut-Finger, or to a 
Lawyer to give him an account of all our 
AQions, Money , ot Lands ; nor to Prieſts 
in caſes that our ſelves or ordinary Friends 
can (afely and ſatisfactorily reſolve. 

2, Nor that our Confeflor muſt needs be 
a Papiſt Prieſt, or one choſen by the Pope, 
or our Enemies ; and not by our ſelves. 

3- Nor that we muſt open all our Se- 
crets to him z or make any Confeſſion, which 
will do more hurt than good ; nor over far 
to truſt the Fidelity of a Knave, nor a 
ſuſpected or untryed perſon. 

4. And we have +reaſon to ſulpeR 
them that are importunate to know our 
Secrets. 

5- And when Confeſſion is required, 
a$ in order to obtain a falſe forged pardon, 
and to ſet up the Domination of Ulurpers 
over men's Conſciences, and over the 
World, is the unlawful ; 1f Proteſtants 
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would force Papiſts to confeſs all their 
ſecret Sins ro them, would not this ſame 
Deceiver ſay, ic were unlawful ? 


The Sixteenth accuſcd Point. 


That Pardons and Indulgences were mt 
#n the Apoſtles time, 

Anſ. Another meer Lie, as undiſtin 
guiſhed. Such Pardons as I before owned 
were im the Apoſtles times : Bat the fo 


piſh feigned pardons were nor. 


The Seventeenth accuſed Point. 


That the aftrons and paſſions of the 
do ſerve for nothing to the Church, 

Anſ. Moft impudent calumny and 
hood. 1. We hold that the Prayers 
all the Saints on Earth, are of great in 

rance for the Charches welfare. 

2. And that their Doctrine, 
and Reproof is jo too, they bei 
Lights of the World, and the Salt 
Earth. : 
3. And that their Example is of g 
benefit to the Charch and World, 
their Light ſo ſhineth before men, that 
may ſee their good works , and glorifit 
Fatber which 35in Fleaven. 


, 
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| 4. And their Charitable Worksof them- 
| ſelves, ſure are beneficial to the Church: 
Aad fo is their Defence of the Truch. 

5- And their Sufferings Glorifie Gods 
Power, and his promiles of reward ; 
and they encourage others to Victorious 
| Conſtancy: Do all theſe ſerve for no 
thing co the Church ? * | 

6, Yea, we are fo far from holdi 
what he feigneth, that it is not the lea 
Cauſe of our hatred of Popery, that it 
livech by the Defamations, Slander, Per. 
ſecution, and cruel Murder of Saints; 

7, Yea, as Abels Blood cryed againſt 
Cain, ſo the Blood of Martyrs, and dead 
Saints, cryeth for Vengeance againſt the 
Perſecutors of the Church, * 

$8. And (eeing Chriſt faith, that the Chil- 
dren of the Relurrection are li«e or equal 
tothe Angels, we have reaſon to believe 
that even now they are perfetted Spirits, 
Heb. 12.24. And knowing that Angels 
are very ſerviceable and beneficial ro the 
Church on Earth, we know not how far 
the Spirits of the juſt are fo too. 

But we have a {ufficient Mediator and 
| Advocate with the Father, whole Sacrifice, 
| Merits, and Advocation are perfect, and 

need no ſupplement : And the Spirirs of 
the juſt do praile him as ſaved by his Me- 
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rits, and never boaſt that they have of 
their own a Redundancy to ſave others, 


But we all with thankfuloeſs confeis, that 
God uleth to bleſs the Houſes of the Faith. 
ful; the Children for the Parents ſake, 
and hath expreſt this in the Decalogue, 
and: by many Promiſes : Yea, that he 
would have ſpared Sodom, had there bee 
but Ten Righteows perſons there : And a Pe. 
tiphars Houle, and a Priſon may be bleft 
in part for” Joſephs fake. And when Pt 
rents are Dead, this bleſſing may be on 
their Children, through many Generati- 
ons. And God remembred Abrahan, 
when his Poſterity provoked him, + David 
had a ſpecial promiſe for his Seed. None 
of this 1s denyed by us. 

But, 1. There 1s no Merit in any man 
Works, bat their roman» by Ged 
free Grace and promiſe, for the ſake 
Chriſts meritorious Righteouſneſs, Sacrifice 
and Interceſſion , ther Imperfettion bein 
pardoned through him , and their Holint) 
amiable to God. 


} 2. No man ſhall be ſaved for anothes 
Merit, or Holineſs, or Works, thats 
got truly Regenerateand Holy himfelf, 


Th; 
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The Eighteenth accuſed Point. 


That no man can do Works of Supererrs- 
gation. 

Anſ. Supererrogation is a fuſtian word 
of your own , by which you may mean 
what you pleale. # 

1. No man can ar to God, mbre 
Duty than he oweth him: It's a Coutra- 
dition ; Duty is quod deberur. 

2. No man can profit God by any thing 
that he doth, 

3. No man, ſave Chriſt, lived wirhout 
all Sin : And he that finneth doth not all his 
Duty, or keep all Gods Law perfectly. 
And he that doth nor «#, doth not all and 
more. 

4+ There is no Moral good done by 
any man, which was not his Duty, and 
Gods Law commanded not : For Gods 
Law is perfeCt, and therefore obligeth to 
all Moral pood : And as Sin is the Franl- 
greſſion of the Law, ſo Moral good is the 
conform Obedience to the Law. 

5- God hath not Counſels to Moral atli- 
on, Which are not obliging Laws, and Ee 
not our Duty. For co keep them is” MHo- 
ral good, and the Law were imperfeLt if 
it obliged not to «ll ſuch good, If the 
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"Counſel oblige ut norma officii, it's a Law: 
If ir oblige nor, it's vain, 

6. But there are many actions that are 
neither Commanded , nor Comnſelled , nor 
forbidden : But thoſe arenot Moral ations? 
as being no objects of our Chooſing or Re- 
fuſing by Reaſons Conduct. The zifu 
oculorum, our Breathing, our Pulſe , the 
Circulation of the Blood, &c. are no 
Moral atts, Commanded or forbidden, but 
neceſſitated : Man maketh ic no at of de 
liberation and choice, which Foot he ſhall 
ſet forward firſt, or juſt how many Steps 
he ſhall go in a Day; which of wo equal 

gs he ſhall Eat, and an hundred ſuch. 
Theſe are neither Duty nor Sin, Com- 
manded, nor Counfelled, nor forbidden; 
neither virtuous Or vieious. 

7. And there are innumerable aCtions, 
that are not the Matter of any Commoen- 
Law or Comnſel, and to as ſuch, are neither 
Sin nor Duty, which yet as Circumſt anti- 
ated and Cloathed with Accidents, are to 
this or that man either Duty or $1", 

This not underſtood, maketh theſe lg- 
norant Caſuifts abuſe the words of Chriſt 
and Paxl, about Chaſtity, and Marriage. 
And becauſe Chriſt faith, every man car 
wot receivethis Saying, and Paul, ſhe hath 
got Sinned : He that Mariah death - 
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and he that doth not, doth better ;, they ga- 
ther that there are Moral ations which 
are not beſt, and yet + Sim. 

The true plain {olution is from the two 
Iaſt Conliderations, 1. God hath made 
no Law com:nanding or forbidding Mear- 
riage, Or Celibate as ſuch, of in Common, 
To Marry is no Sin, conflidered meerly 
as Marriage- 2. Bur God hath made 
Laws againſt Lurtfal and mjurions Alare 
riazes, and to puide men to Know, when 
Marrying is a Duty or a Sin. 3. And if 
any ones caſe were ſo neutral, as that ir 
could not be diſcerned, whether Marrying 
were a hart or benefir, it would be no Mo- 
ral, eligible or refuleable action, 4. Bar 
to ſome it is a great Dmty by accidents, 
and to ſome a great Sin. Therefore Paul 
never meant that it was no mans dity, and 
no mans ſin, but only that ſimply as Mar 
riage it was no mans duty or ſin, or the 
matter of a commanding or forbidding Law, 
but only by accident, it may be ſuch ro one 
more than to another. 

That this is Pauls meaning, the Papilts 
muſt conlels, For 1. Do not they lay 
that the Marriage of Prieſts, Fryars and 
Nuns are Sin? 2, If any one Marry an 
Iniidel, or utterly unſuitable Perſon, 
without necellity , againft Parents. wills, 

E. 4 or: 
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or one that is1mpotent, or hath the Pox, 
or that he cannot maintain, &c ? ls not 
this a hainous Sin? What elſe ſignifie 
Gods Law,' and mans, againſt unlawful 
Marriages. 


And if one cannot live chaſtly without | 


Marriage, and Parents command ir, it is 
not a Sin to refaſe ? The Law faith, Let 
all things be done to Edification, and whether 
ye Eat or Drink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God. And is it only Coun 
fel and no Command, to Marry or not 
Marry, asit makes to Gods Glory or @ 
gainſt it? There are few aCtions of a mans 
Life, that make fo much to his hurt, and 
utter miſery, as unwile and unmeet Mat- 
rying. And1s this no Sin ? May they not 
ſee Pauls meaning then, if they were but 
willing ? It is hardto imagine a caſe in 
which ſo important an action as Marriage, 
ean be neither Sin nor Duty. 

2. Bur ſometime men uſe the wort 
T Sin,] and [| Sinners, ] for meer Wick: 
edneſs, and ſuch Sin as is inconſiſtent with 
a ſtate of Salvation. And we ealily grant, 
that all Sins are not ſuch Sins as thele ; But 
Gods Lawvis perfect , tho' man be im- 
ys and forbiddeth all Sin, even the 
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3. But ſee the Herefies of Popery ? 
This man here faith, [ To do chat which s 
Connſelled, us not neceſſary, becanſe one may 
nevertheleſs be ſaved : But he who onutteth 
what is commanded, (unleſs he do pennance,) 
cannot eſcape Eternal pains. ] 

1. See here what a frivolous Counſeller 
they make Chriſt, when it's not neceflary 
to fallow his Counſel. 

2. Se here how they make Neceſſity to 
be only of that which a man cannot be ſa- 
ved without : When Saul a Perſecutor, 
and Blaſphemer, an Infidel, Murderer,c. 
may be {aved, if he be truly Convicted: 
Obedzence hath ic's Neceſſos tho? we knew 
that God would forgive Dilobedience, to» 
the Convicted. 

3. See here how they damn themſelves 
and all mankind, every man living omtteth 
what 1s commanded many hundred times, 
ſor which he doth not that which they calf 
Pennance, He is a Lyar, that ſaith be 
bath no Sin, ſpecially of Omiſſion, Gods 
Law bindeth us all ro Believe, ro Hope,. 
to defire Holineſs and Heaven, to love 
God and our Neighbours, and our Ene»> 
mies, with a ſtronger degree of Faith, 
Hope, Deſire, and Love, than we do+z 
Every Prayer, and Meditation is {iofully 
defective : Every hour hath ſome omiſſion: 
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of improvement : And all this is not re- 
membred, nor all confeſt to a Prieſt, nor 
all known or obſerved by any Sinner: 
And fome omiſhon we are guilty of ot our 
very Death, by gradual defect of Faith, 
Hope, Patience, Love, Content, and 
Joy. And muſt all theſe goto Hell ? 

4- Seeing by Penance they mean not 
bare Repentance, but making God fatis- 
faQtion by a task, of Penalty laid on them 
by a Prieſt, ye {ee how they damn them- 
ſelves, would be the Maſters of all others 
Salvation, by their Pennances, 

. But it's like that Purgatory is inclu- 
ded by them in Pennances; or elle no 
man ſhonld go to Purgatory, but all to 
Hell: For all have many omiſſions of 
commanded Duty, which they did no 
Pennance for in this Life. 

6. But you ſee of how fittle value they 
jodge Chriſts Sacrifice and Merit, that 
pardoneth no omiſſion of a duty without 
Pennance, and Satisfaftion truly, 


The Nineteenth accuſed Point, 
That by the fall of Adam, we have al 


left our Free-will, and that it is nt in ot 
Jower to eco, good, but only Evil, 
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Anſ. Reader, I muſt defiretheenot 'tg- 
judge of all the Learned Papiſts, by this 
Deceiver : For if thou haſt rcad the loads 
of YVoluminous Courroverhes about Grace 
and Free-will among themlclves, it will 
remain doubtful ro thee, whether this mans 
ſtutng the Proteſtants Doctrine , prove 
him 1gnorant of it, or a willing Cheater. 
He tells you nor, that this is as much a Con= 
troverſie among themlelves, as with the 
Proreſtants. He tells you not, how Arg» 
fline and Palagius managed it, and that 
their Pope Celeſtine took Augyſtines part : 
He tells you not, that the Thomiſts, Domi-- 
nicans, Oratorians, end moſt Nommals, 
and Scoriſts, fay as mach againſt Free-will 
as we do, and we as much for it as they. 
He ſuppoleth that you never read what 
Lombard, Aquinas, Bradwardine, Caje- 
tane, Ferrarienſis, Zumel, Bannez,, Al» 
varez., eAgedinus Ron:i, Capreolus, and 
a Multitude more, ſay as much, and many 
more, againſt Free-will, than the Prote- 
ſtants: He tells; you, not that even. the 
Learned Jeſuits, Suarez, Vaſquez, Bol 
larmine, with Penottus, and- many ſuch, 
are as much againſt Free-will, as moſt. 
Learned Proteſtants, The man takes you- 
for a Herd of filly Animals , that know 
pot. bur that he ſaith crup, . what ſalihoo5 
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ſoever he ſhall rell you : But the truth of 
the Controverſie is this : 

1. The Proteſtants loath ſo filly a ſta- 
ting of Controverſies, as this chat of 
Free-will without diſtinCtion : And fo of 
Power. 

2. They know that Phyſical, Moral, 
and Political Freedom of will, are not all 
one thing. Phyſical Freedom or Power, is 
that by'which the natural faculty of the 
will, can determine it ſelf to aft, (not 
without a ſuperiour Caule, but) without 
any extrinſick or intrinfick Coatter, or n« 
erſſuating cauſe of Evil, 

Moral Freedom and Power, is that by 


which the will is from under the overſtrong. 


Byas of a viciow D:ſpoſition, or decenful 
Argument. 

3. Political Freedom is, when no Law 
of God or Man obligeth him to any Evil, 
but ill ro good. 

Protheftants hold, 1. That Phyſical L5- 
berty and Power, is common to man, as 
man, - That is, that he wants not rararal 
faculties to choole aright, but a right 
Inelination: And that he finneth not for 
want of ſuch faculties, but for want- of 
their right difpoſition and action. 

2. That all nien have juſt ſo much, and 


no n.oce Moral Liberty and. power, as they 
have 
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have of Gods Grace, to Relieve their viti- 
ated wills and diſpoſitions, andto help them 
in theatt. No man is freed from vitiows 
Inclinations, further than Gods Grace freeth 
him, which is much more where there is 
ſpecial Grace and ſtrong, than where there 
is but common Grace or weak. And that 
the Thraldom or Impoten :y of the Vitious, 
is bur the diſcaſe of their wifs, and aggra- 
vation of their Sin: e. g. Where the 
Drunkard or Fornicator taith, 1 cannot 
forbear my Sin: He is io much the worſe 
and more unexculeable. 

3. Every man hath not only Political Li- 
berty to avoid Sin, but much more, even 
Gods urgent Precepis, Promiles , -and 
Threats: God doth not only give « 
Leave, but commandeth us not to Sin. 

1. Ic is the very Eſſence of the will to 
be a natural power or faculty of willing good 
and nilling evil, as ſugh, 4s [0 par 2. 
by the intel: , and commanding the mfe- 
rior faculties, ſome politically, and ſome de- 
ſporically, ſome difficultly, ſome eaſily, ſome 
perfettly, ſome #mperfeitly , according tg 
it's reſolution and their receptivity. 

2. Libertas hominis, when a man may 
have what he chooſeth, s more than Lz- 
bertas Voluntatis, which is but the Mode 
of it's lelf dereranination; as w.thour con- 
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ſtrain it is-2 ſelf aeter mining principle, of 
its own elicite acts , conſid:red Comparts 
rely, 

Which is, 1. Liberty of contrad/ ion, 
or Exerciſe, viz, to will or 10t will, nill 
or not nill. 2. Liberty of Contraricry, or 
Specification of the Act , viz. To wil 
this or rill it, 3. Liberty of Comperition, 
to will This obje(t or That : To nill 7his 
or That, (of which fee Robert Baronim 
his Metaphyſicks.) - 

The will hath fuch various forts of Lp 
berty, and the word [ Free-wi!!} is (6 
ambiguous, that it is a ſhame, and irklome 
to read a pretended Teacher, ftare a caſe 
thus indiſftinily , Wherber we have Free 
well or power to chooſe good and refuſe evil: 
He is no man that hath no /ſ«ch Free-will 


and power. And no man hath all forts ofs| + 


Free-will and power. Nay, as Liberty is 

ſec to Neceſſity, every man is neceſſ- 
rated to will Good as Good, and nill Ewl s 
Evil, and can do no otherwiſe : And when. 
' everhe willeth Evil, it is ſub ratione both, 
miſtaking ir for good : And who-eyer mh 
Itth good, doth it falſely, ſb ratione malh, 
The will is free from Conſtraint to Sin: 
God will not ſo conſtrain it : Men, D& 
vils, Objeds, cannot. He that had read 
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but their Pennatize and. Gibicenf only, | 
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wovld ſee what a ſhame it is thus conſu- 
ſedly to tals for or againſt Free-w1ll. 

But that which Proteſtants deny, is this. 
1. They deny that mans will in his anre- 
generate State, is free from a YVirtiow Incli- 
nation, Or from the Conautt of an Erring 
Intelle&, or from the Byaſs and Tempta- 
tion of Senſuality, or vitiated Senſes and 
Imagination ; or from: the Temptations of 
Satan and the World. 

2. They deny that the will thus Vitia- 
ted and Tempted, will ever deliver it ſelf 
without Gods Spirit and Grace; being ra- 
ther inclined to grow worſe. 

3. _ deny that this Grace is perfe/# 
in any in this Life, as withour all defect in 
degree, or totally freeth any man from 


all Sin: and therefore they deny that 


' wy mans will is perſe(tly and incul- 
pabl 


free from every degree of vice 
and danger. 

4. And as that degree of common 
Grace which is inthe unregenerate, is but 
ſuch as conſiſteth with the predominance 
or Reign of Sin, ſo that will of every un- 
regenerate man in that pravity, is as a ſlave 
to it's own vitious' diſpohrion, and to Er- 
rour , Objetts, and Temptations, being 
not delivered as to the predominance. 


5. Let 


CD 


5. Yet we believe that common Grace 
is fuch, chat cheſe men are not utterly void 
of all good Inclination , and knowledge ; 
and therefore' that in Aoral Sence, every 
man can do more good, and leſs Emil than 
he deth : ' And that men periſh, becauſe nor 
only they will nor (by pravity) do What 
they have natural ſtrength to do, but allo 
becauſe they ws/l not chooſe and do what 


morally they might have choſen and done, 


as.to the wills own power. 

6. Ahd we ſtill ſay, that whenever a 
man finneth, it was not becauſe it was 14s 
tarally impoſſible to do otherwiſe , (as to 
roach the Moon, to fee without Eyes, or 
through the Earth, &c.) nor for want of 
natural faculties, *nor doth God by Grace, 


= man other natural faculties, making | 
im an Animal of another Species :. But | 


men fin becauſe they will ſin, and they 
will becauſe woy are tempted and now Vith 
ouſly inclined ;, from which their wills are 
made free only in that meaſure, that Gods 
Grace doth fanCtifie them. 

If our Prieſt would. have told us, what 


there is in all chis Doctrine of Free-will, ' 


that be dare accale, (and what dare he 
not cccuſe,) we ſhould have ſeen caule 
ro conſider of his Arguments : But now he 
citeth Scripture as iu a Dream, 


Tho | 
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The Twentieth accuſed Point. 


That it is impoſſible to keep the Command- 
ments of God, tho" aſſiſted with all his 
Grace and the Holy Ghoſt. 

Anf. Still meer Confuſion, Preteſtants 
diſtinguiſh, 1. [mpoſſibility as natural or 
Moral ; 2. Of Grace as perfett or Imperfett, 
and as determitately Operative, or only 
Aſſifting and not Determining. 

And they hold, 1. That no Duty is Im- 
poſſible, ( or the. performing of no Com- 
mandment,) by meer Phyſical Impoſſibility : 
The reaſon is, becauſe God commandeth 
no Phyſical Impoſſibles : Such as before 


, named, to ſpeak without a Tongue, to 


ſee without Light or Object , to know 
things not knowable or revealed, to 
read without any Teaching or Learn- 
ing, &c. 

If a man indeed diſable himſelf, as put 
out his Eyes that he may not read, or cut 
out his Tongue that he wy not Preach 
the diſabling at is vitiouſly aggravated, 
from all the good to which he difabled 
himſelf, as if it ill had been his Duty : 
But we cannot fay that God ſtill command- 
eth' him when Blind to Read, or when 
Dumb to Speak, &c. Indeed God chavg- 
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eth not his Law ; but recipitur ad modum | 


recipientis: The man hath changed his 
Capacity, aud is now no Subject capable 
of tuch an Obligation or Command ; tho' 
he be capable of puniſhment for dilabling 
himſelf, and Non-performance : Sin is no 
further Sin' than ir is Volantary, by the 
wills O-ziſion or At, immediately or me- 
diately. 

2. But that it is Morally by our praviy 
now Impoſſible, for any man to ep all Gods 
Commandments and never Sin; what needs 
there more than ſad experience of the mat- 
ter of Fact. 

1. Did he ever know the man himſelf, 
that from his firſt ule of reafon to his Death, 
did ſpend every minute of his time as God 
commanded him, and did Believe, and 
Love God and Man, and all good, with 
as great Loveas God commanded him? 
And was as free from every Fault, 
Thought, Paſſion, Delire, Fear, Care, 
Trouble, Plealure, Word and Deed as 
God commanded ? He would b- yo {mall 
Sinner that were ſo ſc!f ignoranc, proud, 
unhumbled, as ro ſay that he is no 
Sinner. 

2. Why elſe do theſe Pri-ſts force all 
men to confeſs their Sins to them, 11 men 
be ſuch as never linned? 

3. Why 
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3. Why do they compoſe all their Li- 
turpies and Offices for their Churches, 
with Confeſſions of Sin; and Prayers for 
Forgivenels ? 

4- Why do they Baptize all, if they 
have nv Sin? And in what Sence do they - 
give them the Eucharift ? 

5. How little ule do they feign ſuch 
men to have of a pardoning Saviour ? 

- 6. In what Sence ſhall fuch fay the 
Lords Prayer, Forgive w our Sins or Tre(- 
paſſes ? 

7. Doth not the Text expreſly call him 
a Lyar that ſaith he hath no Sin; as afcre- 
faid : And Chriſt condemn the Phariſee 
that juſtified himſelf, and joſtified the 
confeſſing Publican ? 

Bur it's like he will fay that he did not 
mean, that any -14# doth keep all the Com- 
mands, but that he can do it, tho' he do 
not. Avſ. I again ſay, 1. He can as to 
natural ſtrength, if he were but perfeftly 
and conſt antly willing : But it camot be that 
he ſhould be fo willing without Grace, and 
Grace is not perſe in this Life, 2, The 
more he boalteth of his Power to keep all 
Gods Laws, the more he condemneth 
himfelfthat can and willnot. 3. And fru- 
ſtre fit potentia que nunquam & 4 nemine 
reducitur in atum : If he confels that #os 
mas 
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man doth it, he maſt confeſs ſuch a Moral 
smpoſſibility as the Prophet meant , that 
ſaid, Can the Leopard change bis Spots, or 
the Blackmore his Skin ? Then may they 
that are accuſtomed to do Ewil, learn to 
do well. 

Bur perhaps he meant not that it is poſſi- 
ble to keep all the Commands, for all our 
Lives, but for ſome ſhort time ? 1 aniwer, 
1. While a man hath che uſe of his Rea- 
fon, he doth not reach the commanded 
degree of Faith, Love, Joy, Heavenly- 
neſs, one moment of time : But indeed, 
when a man is aſleep, in a Swour, an Ape- 
plexy , ſtark, mad, &c. he may for that 
time break no Command, nor keep any. 

Burt perhaps he ſpeaketh but of ſancere 
Obedience, and not of abſolute inlels per- 
fection. Anſ. If ſo, he is a deceiver to 
fſeign that wedeny it: But their Doctrine 
of PerfeQtion and Supererogation is con- 
trary. 

Obj. But h+ ſpeaketh not mhat man cau 
do without Grace , but by us aſſiſt ance. 
Anſ. Grace maketh no man abſolutely lin- 
leſs, and perfect in this Life. 

Let him know, that Proteſtanrs do not 
enly ſay that man by Gods Grace may 
keepGods Commandments fincerely, (tho 


not- (inleſly and perfectly, | but chat ro | 
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man of Age and Reaſon ſhall be faved 
that doth not ſo. 

2. And that tho? all our Obedience be 
impetfett , the ImperfeCtions are pardo- 
ned, and our Obedience accepted and re- 
warded, for the Merits of the perfet O- 
bedience , Sacrifice, and Interceſſion of 
our Saviour. 


The One and Twentieth acenſed Point. 


That Faith only Juftifieth, and that good 
Works are not ab/olutely neceſſary ro Sal- 
varion, 

Anſ. Many wordy Controverſies are 
made abour things, that in Sence men are 
commonly agreed in. 1. We all believe 
Gods Word, that they were deceived that 
thought they could be juſtified either by 
the Law of Innocency or Nature, or the 
Law of Moſes, or any meritorious Works 
of their own, without,or as a {upglement to 
the Sacrifice, Merits and free Grace of 
Chriſt our Saviour, and Faith in him. 

2. By Faith is meant Chriſtianity : In 
the Golpel it isall one to bea Believer, n 
Diſciple of Chrs#F, and to be, a Chriftian. 
The Chriſtian Faith is that which is ex- 
preſt in the Baptiſmal Covenant, believing 
in and giving up our ſelves to, God the 
Father, 
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : To Chrit | 
as our Propher, Prieſt and King, ro be | 
ſaved by his Merits and free Grace : And 
this is pat in oppoſition to the Works of 
Adam's or Moſes Law, or any other that 
are conceired to {uffice and merit, without 
the forelaid Redemption by Chriſt. And 
is not this the true Doctrine of all «rue 
Chriſtians ? 

2. Theſe pood Works that are our O. | 
bedience to the L aw of Chriſt, are but the 
performance of our Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and the Fruits of Faith, withont which it 
is dead Hypocrilie, and are of ablolate 
neceſſity ro Salvation , to, all that have 
time to do them, 

Apainſt the charge, That we are Sinners 
deſerving Hell, we are juſtified by Chriſt 
believed in: Apainſt the accuſation, That 
we are Infidels, Ungodly, Hypocrirs, 
we muſt be juſtified by our Faith, Godli- 
neſs, and Works, or periſh, 

But we do allohold, r. That if a man 
be convicted, as the Theif on the Croſs, 
and ſhould die ſuddenly, no ourward good 
which he cannot do, is abloiurely neceſlq- 
ry to his Salvation, but only his inward 
Faith, Love, and Repemance, and Cor- 
feſon if able. 


2, We 


B21 5A 6 Ea — 


li 
- 
d 
pf 
at 
It 


Ie 
). 
fot 
: 
it 


e 
5 


| 


95 

2. Wedofirmly hold, that Works done 
with a conceit of obliging God by Merit, 
in commurative Juſtice, or as conceited 
lufficient without a Saviour, and the par- 
don of their failings, are ſuch as more fur- 
ther Damnation than Salvation, at leaſt 
in thoſe that hear the Goſpel. 

3. And we are no Papiſts, and there- 
fore- believe not that ignorant words of 
Prayer in a Tongue not underſtood, and 
wearing mo wh and going on Pilgrima- 
ges, and needleſs confe(ling to Prie(ts, and 
tubjeCtion to ar-univerlal Yice-Chriſt, and 
living upon the Blood of Saints, Murde. 
ring the Living, and prayivg to the Dead, 
and the Sons honouring their Days, Re- 
licks and Monuments, whom their Fathers 
Burnt or Perlecuted ; thele are not Good 
Works neceſſary to Salvation, as is plain, 
Aath. 23+ and Revel, 14. 17, 18, C&c. 
Wedo, with Paul, renounce all Works of 
our own, that are thought ro make the 
Reward to be of Debr and not of Grace, 
and that are ſet in the leaſt oppolition or 
competition with -Chriſts Merits, or any 
place {ave commanded Subordination to 
him, 


(965) 
The Two and Tmentieth acenſed Point, 


That no Good Works are Meritorious. + 


Anſ. The. word Merit is ambiguous, 


and fo abuſed by Papiſts, that indeed the 
Proteſtants are (hyer of it than the Fathers 


. were, leſt the uſe of it ſhould cheriſh the 


abuſe. | 
1. There is Merit of man, and of God. 


2. And this in Commutrative Juſtice (con- 
ceited,) or only in Governing diſtributive 
Juſtice. 3. And this is either according 


'to the Law of Innocency or Moſes, or ac- 


cording to the Law of Chriſt. 

Now Proteſtants hold, 1. As to the 
Name, that «Zis and «*iz, worthy and 
worthineſs, are Scripture words,. and may 
be uſed ; and Merit is but of the ſamefbg- 
nification, and we condemn not the Anci- 
ents that ſo uſed it : But the worlt Sence 
mult not be cheriſhed. 

2. Do they hold, 1. That no Creature 
can merit of God in Commurarive Juſtice, 
that giveth guid pro quo to his Benet: 
God, receiveth not from Man or Angels; 
unleſs he will call Acceptance and Com- 
placence Receiving, 

3. None but Chriſt merited of ſri? 
Governing Juſtice, according to the ao 
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of Sencele/3 Innocence, nor by any Works 
that will lave man from'the charge of Sir 
and deſert of Death. 

3. All-at Age chat will be Javed, muſt 
have good Works according to. their Capa- 
city, for Chriſt is the Author of Salvation, 
to All thoſe that obey bim. Heb. 5. 9. 
Tho? they obey not an unknown Prieſt 
at Kome. 

Butall theſe Works-are our Obedience 
to Chriſts own healing Government, ſuck 
as the Laws of a Phyſician to the Sick. 
And we all agree, that he will Judge (that 
is , Juſtifie or Condemn in Judgment) af 


men according to their [Vorks, that is, ac- 


*cording to the Law and it's promwulgation, 


by which in their feveral Ages and Nati- 
ons he governed them. 

4. Your owa Dactors that know what 
they lay, tell ns, that by Merir,they mean 
nothing bur the Rewardable quality of their 
alts, related to Gods promiſe through Chriſts 
Merits, And doch any Proteitant Churctr 
deny this ? 


The Three and Tw:nticth accuſed Point. 


Fre Faith once had, cannot poſſibly be 
toſt., b 


- Aol. 
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s/. Still confuled Nlander and deceit. 
Proteſtants hold, 1. That the Faich not 

rooted, prevalent and ſaving, is frequently 

loſt, ſuch as you call fides 1/01 mw4c. 

2. That even Gacere Faich may be loſt, 
as tothe Act for ſome little tim*, that is, 
ſuſpended in a del1quium , As Perers and 
theirs, Zak. 24. that laid, W- rrujtcd this 
had been he, &c. 

3. That many lofe to the Death ſere 
epree of their habitual Faith, 

4+ But they differ in the reſt}, juſt xs 
you do among your elves, Dominican 
and Feſazts. 1. Some think that no one 
(at Age at leaſt) in a State of ſuch Faiths 
at preſent would have faved him,dothever 
tocally lote it. 2. Some think that many 
have þut ſuch loleable Grace as Adam had. 
x. As being not Elect to Salvation, and 
therefore not in Gods decree of Prelervs- 
tion and Perleverance, 2. As having 4 
Faith not Rootred and Confirmed : And 
that theſe may fall from a juſtified State: 


But that, it., The Elect. 2. Nor the | 


Confirmed, never fall away. This ws 
Anſtins Jadgment, and his followers, 
which ſee Yoſſi: Theſes, Andis that Je 
for honeſt that feigneth this proper to the 
Proteſtants, where the Controverlie is the 


ſame among themlclves ? 
The 


 D— 
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The Four and Twentieth accuſed Point, 


That God by his will and inevitable de- 
eree, hath ordained from all Eternity, wha 
hall be Danined and who Saved, 

Anſ. What a falle Deceiver is this, 
that would make us believe, that this is 
proper to the Proteſtants, when it is the 
Common Dottrine not only of the -Dome- 
nicans, but of the very 7e/mrs themſelves, 
and all cheir Church. 

1, None of them dare ſay, that men 
are Damned or Saved without Gods fore- 
knowledge, nor againſt his abſolute will, 
by overcoming his Power. 

2, None of them dare fay, that this 
fore-knowledge of God was not from 
Eternity, but char he knew one day what 
he knew not before, 

3. All that the Feſawirs themſelves fay, 
is, that God decreed it upon this fore» 
knowledge, and that he hath a Scentia 
media, What will come to paſs, poſitis qui- 
buſdam, if ivch and ſuch things be done 
by man ;z and that this fore-knowledge in 
order of Nature is before the Decree, 
but both from Eternity. But Cardin Came- 
racenſis ( Pe:zrws de Aliaco,) hath irrefra- 
gably confuted this impoſing _—_ and 

F 2 oſte- 
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Poſteriority of act on God; tho' I think 
ſome Divine aC(ts as denominated only 
Relatively from the order of Objetts, 
may be lo diſtinguiſhed. 
; 4+ Inallthis, welſay not, that God hath 


by his w{ and decree ordained from Eter- | 


nity, (or in time) that men ſha! {;;, or 
wil] and chooſe Evil, but only who ſhall be 
Damned for ſin, which God never willed 
or cauſed, but forefaw ; not as if he were 
an.idle Spectator, but a willing ſa{pender 
of his own acts, to far as to leave Sinners 
x0 their ſelf-derermining wills. 

- F- But God being the cauſe of Good, 
and Men and Devils of Evjl, our Salvation 
is of him , and our DeſtiuCtion of our 
Jelves; and therefore God decreeth not 
;Men's Salvation or SanCtification, meerly 
.on foreſight of our Faith, but decreeth 
our Faith it {elf: Sivy he ; permirtreth, 
but Faith, he effeftech , and decrecth to 
Effect. 

. 6. As for them that ſeign that we ay, 
that God decreeth that ſome ſhall be Saved 
and others Damned however they Live; 
At is but the dictates of the Father of Lies: 
We lay that God 'at once decreeth the 
.End, and the Means ; as he doth not ds 


.cree that men ſhall live though they neither | 


Eatnor Drink, nor that they (hall have 
Corn, 


— 


[ 
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Corn, though they neither Plow nor Sow, 
but that they ſhall Ear and Drink, and live 
thereby ; and that they ſhall Plow and 
Sow, and mannure the Soil, and ſohave 
Corn. © So God doth at once decree, 
© [ that this and that man ſhe!) have the 
means of Grace, (eſpecially a Saviour 
* and the Goſpel,) and ſhall fairhfully ulx 
© them, and be Santtihed by rhem, and' 
* ſincerely obey God, and overcome the . 
*© World, the Fleſh and the Devil, and 
«© perſevere to the End, and that for 
«© Chriſts Merits he will give them th= 
& Grace of his Spirit, and pardon their 
« Sins, and bring them to Glory. ] All 
this is our Decree of God. 

But he doth not decree that men ſhall 
ſin, that chey may be: Damned : For fin is 
no Work of God, nor a means appointed 
by him for Men's Damnation, no more 
than-a Righteous King doth make men 
Traytors or Murderers, that' he may Hang 
them. But he juſtly d-nyerh his Grace to 
many that forfeit it by willful Reſiſtance, 
Diſobedience, and Contempt; though he 
take not the forfeiture of his Elect. 

He is deceived and wrongeth God” that 
maketh him the Author of Men's fin ; And 
ſo doth he that feigneth God to ſend his 
Son to redeem the World, and his Word 
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and Miniſters to call them, and his Spirit 
to renew them, and all this at Random, 
norknowing whether it may not be all loſt, 
or leaving it Chiefly to the Free-will of 
them, whoſe wills are contrarily inclined 
and vitiated ? Whether Chriſt and all his 
Preparations ſhall be loſt ? 

The plain Chriſtian that holdeth but 
to thele rwo points, that our Deſtruttion u 
of our ſelves, but our help and Salvation of 
God, and that God is the firſt and chief cauſe 
of all good, and Men and Devils of all 
Evil, is liker to be wiſe wich Sobriery and 
Safety , than the Ignorant Intruders into 
Gods Secrets, and the prating Calumnia- 
tors that ſpeak Evil of the things. which 
they underſtand not ; and repreach thoſe 
that (peak uot as Raſhly and Ignorantly as 
themielves, even in ſome equivocal "UNCX- 
plained words 

Methinks Papiſts ſhould be ſo Kind to 
God, as feeing the Pope can tell who is a 
Damned Heretick, and to be kill'd, (even 
all that believe not in the Pope, or are not 
his 'Subjects, ) and who is in Purgatory, 
and how long he ſhall tay there : Or how 
many-years Torment the Pope can thor- 
jen'; They ſhould allow God to know a 
lictle more, and that not as one whole 


Power and Grace is Conquered by im- 
potent 


| 


| 
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potent Worms, againſt his abſolute Will. 


The Five and Twentieth accuſed Poſve. 


That every one ought Infallibly to aſſure 
himſelf of his Salvation, and to believe that 
he is of the number of the mo 

Anſ, 1 would fain excuſe the man as far 
as | can, and therefore I hope, that as the 
man was excuſable that did eat Snakes for - 
Snigs, (or Eels,) ſo he read ſome Pamph- 
let of an Antiamonzan, either Criſp or Salts 
werſh, or ſome other ſuch, or talkt with 
lome of their lilly Novices, and thoughthe 
bad Converys'd with the Reformed Catho- 
licks, or read the Confeſſions of the Re- 
formed Churches. | 

The firſt Sentence is a Fandamental 
Truth , and a danmable Falſhood , as the 
Equivocal words are varioully underſtoed, 
And is it not pity that the Prieſts of the 
Lafallible Church, ſhould pur things (o dif- 
ferent (nico the ſame words, and that in an 
acculation of fo many Churches and Nati- 
ons z when yet God himſelf is feigned by 
them to write by his Spirit ſo Unintelli. 

ibly, that without thete DoQtors $kilfal 
poſition, it is butlike ro make men He- 
reticks, (that is, Adverſaries. ta ihe Pope 

and his Clergy.) | 
F 4 To 
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To aſſure our ſelves of our Salvation [ray 
mean, ro give all diligence to make our Sal- 
vation infallibly ſure : This -every- one 
) ought to do.) | 
Or it may mean, that every man” onpht 
fo belteve it as an infallible Trath, that he 
| fhall be ſaved.) The next Sentence {eem- 
| eth ro make this his meaning in the firſt ; 
Which if it be, he is a falſe Calumnixor 
of the Reformed Churches, "+ 71 
Burif the firſt be his meaning, / and he 
deny it, he is an open Enemy to Man's f 


; * Salvation. 
| What is all the Scripture for, and all our \ 
Religion, but to make ſure of our Salva- ts 
tion? 2 Pet. 1. 10. Give all diligence to 0 
wake your Calling and Eleftion ſure, And if th 

no man can be ſure, to what -purpole hath by 
God made ſo many promiſes of it , ex- m 
reſſing the Conditions, (to them that be. & 
ey that love God, that forſake all for VE 


him, ) if no man can know whether he Cl 
perform the Condition, and that he is with- 
in this promiſe ? why doth God lay down 
ſo many ſigns to difference the Children of is a 
God from 'the Children of the Devil, if | 
they cannot be diſcerned ? Sure Heaven Ev 
and Hell be not like 3 and yet are the Heirs anc 
of Heayen and Hell undiſtingaiſhable ? fs . 
the Image of God and the' Devil-1ſo like | in 


| that | 
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that none can know them aſunder ? No, 
not the man that hath had them both ? And 
why doth God fo aften call on Believers to 
Rejoyce, if they cannot know whether 
they ſhall be in Heaven and Hell for ever,? 
It you lay, he ts not ſure to perſevere, ma- 
ny Papiits grant that the -Confirmed may. 
And why may not Bradford, Hooper, San- 
ders, and Thoutfands elfe, that are Dying 
by the Sacred blood-thirſty Church, be at- 
ſured wherthey are Dying, that they have 
forſaken Life and all for Chriſt. | 

Bar oportet mendacem eſſe memorem tilt: 
Why do you nottell men when the Pope 
is lelling them Pardons, and ſaving them 
out of Purgatory , that when all's-done 
they can have no aſſurance of Salvation ? 
yea, that they ought not to endeavour” to 
make it ſure ? And whole now 'is-the ſyſe 
ehurch and Religion, if a Papiſt can ne- 
ver be ſure that he (hall be ſaved in your 
Church and-Religion; nor fare that he-is 
in a State of- Salvation ? That is, that he 
is a true Chriſtian, and hath Charity, and 
is an honeſt man ? 

2. A man that hath got true and clear 
Evidence that he hath a Confirmed Faith, . 
and Flipe, and loveth God, as God above 
all, ought conſequently to take it for an 
infallivle Truth, that fo Dying, he ſhall 
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beifaved :: Elſe he maſt either give God 
the Lie, that hath promiſed ir,, or he muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be deceived when he think- 
eth that he believeth and loveth God., 
Bur that every man muſt believe that 
is of the Number of the Predeftinate 
.to Salvation, is a d2mnable Doctrine, 'be- 
-caaſe it requireth all the Millions of ungod? 
Jy men to believe a Lie, yea to believe ir 
.as a Divine Truth, and co make God both 
the 'Author of ihe Li:, and of the deceit 
of our elves. by this Command. And 
When Millions ate not of rhe Number of 
bauClified, and therefore not of the Pre- 


 weftiamee, if they fo continue, what can 


mote harden them in their Impenirence, 
thanto tel] them that they muſt all believe 
&hbat-abey (hall be faved ? How many 
Hungred: Proteſtant Books, and rhoutand 
Sermons . tell the World that it is the 
Preachers earneſt drift, to fave Wicked 
men from tuch Pre{umption, which makes 
men call them terrible Preachers ? Every 
Ian ts bound to believe Gods promile to 
be true, and that he himſelf ſhall be faved 
if he be a true pentent fanctifted Chriſtian, 
and to continue, and that elſe he ſhall be 
amned ; and not to diſtraſt God as un- 
willing to continge the Grace he hath pj. 

\en hum, 
The 
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The Six and Twentieth accuſed Point. 


That every man hath not an Angel Guare 
dian dr Keeper, 

Anſ. 1. We hold thatevery true Chri- 
ſtian, even the leaſt, hath his Angel who be- 
hoideth the Face of his Father in Heaven; 
And that Angels are Gods _— Spt- 
rits, for the good of his Elect ; and, that 
they guard us and pitch their Tents about 
us, and bear-us up in their Hands, and. 
keep us in and from Danger, and rejoyce 
at the Converſion of a Sinner, and that we 
live in inviſible Communion with them, 
and ſhall be like them, 

2. But whether every Chriſtian have 
one Angel to himſelf alone, that guardeth 
no other, or one Angel guard Hundreds. 
or Thoufands: Or whether {ome ( as 
Lower Officers are fet over a few, and 
others as General Officers are over whole 
Kingdoms,) we leave to the determination, 
of the Infallible Pope, who is bolder. with 
Gods Secrets than we dare be. 

3- But till now, Ithought they had not 
been fo preſumptuous, as to aflert that every 
man hath a Guardian Angel. Where is 
there one word of God fer this ? Is every 
man. az» Heir of Salvation , or one of 


. Chriſts- 


( 308 
Chriſts /szrle ones, or under his promiſe ? 
Hag'Cairn and Judas ſuch Angels, and all 
the Sogomites ? 

Chriſt made jt an argument” of- Terrour 
to Perſecutors, that they offend /nch as had 
Fuch Angels with God : And dare you paint 
them as Devils, and Burn them, or Mur- 
der them' by the Dragons Dragoons, if 
you believe that every man hath' ſuch a 
Guardian Angel? Surely Saints, tho? called 
Hereticks, have fuch. 


' The Seven and Trentieth accuſed Point, 


That the Holy Angels pray not for us, 
wor know our Thorghts and defires on Earth. 
Anſ. A falle accuſation. We lay not 
that they pray not for us, nor that they 
know not our defires, nor any of our 
Thoughts. We tay that Angels are no 
fuch Strangers to Saints and fincere Godli- 
nels, as not to know that all Gedly men de- 
fire the Hallowing of Gods Name, the 
coming of his Kingdom, «nd the doing of 
his Will on Earth as it isdone in Heaven : 
They that know what Grace is, and what 
our Prayers are, know much of our de- 
fires : And we do not think that Angels 
know le{s of our Thoughts than Devils, 
who we feel tg our Trouble are not alto» 
un getl.er 


( 109 ) 


pether unacquainted ' with them. And 
thoſe Angels that rejoyce at a Sinners Con- 
verſion, -are not unacquainied with it.-: 

And as to their Praying, we know not 
how it is that Angels expre's their deſires 
to God ; but we all agree that they defire 
our welfare , and therefore may be laid ro 
pray for it, if all notified Defire be Prayer, 
We luppole that they know and Love ws, 
far better than we know and Love each 
other. 

But we read that the Heretical Gnoſtichs, 
or their like,did deceive men, [by Yoluntas 
ry Humility, and worſhipping of Angels, in- 
truding into thoſe things which they had not 
ſeen, wainly puft np by 4 fleſhly mind, Col, 
2.18,19, Therefore we dare not pretend 
to Papal Infallibility, nor boldly ro con. 
jeQure, how far it is that our Thoughts 
are known to Angels, nor how much they 
are ignorant of them ; nor when , or how 
oft, or bow far, or in what manner they 
pray for us: How far particularly, and 
how far only generally, &c. Mad this 
knowledge been needful ro us, God would 
have revealed it: Much leſs do we know 
what Angel of what departed Sou! of a 
Saint hath the care or charge of our Sh-ep, 
and of our Cutcel, and who of cur Pigs 
and Geelz, and wi9 of our Fruits 2d 

Corn ; 
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; abundance of theſe things we leave 
tothe [nfallible Church : As we do their 
acquaintance in Purgatory, while our .ac- 
quaintance- and Converſation in Heaven, 
can reach no higher than the prolpect 
which we have in and by the Glaſs of Scrip- 
cure Revelation. 


| %, 
The Ejght and Twentieth acciſed Point, 


That we may not pray to them. 

Anſ. 1. We may defire Living Saints 
to pray for us, and this may be called 
Praying to them : So a Child prayeth to his 
Father or Maſter. But we pray not. to 
dead Saints nor Angels: ' 1. Becaule we 
have an hundred Commands to pray to 
God, and not one to' pray tro them, and 
where there is no Law, there is no Tranl- 
greſſion or Sin. Therefore while we are 
ture it is no Sin to forbear it, and know 
not bur it is Sin ro doit, we go the fafe 
way : If they lay, it is againſt the Popes 
Law or his Clergy's, we ſay with Pay, it 1s 
a {mall thing to us to be judged of man, 
(who can but kill our Bodies, we have 
one that judgeth us, even the Lord. - Let 
the Pope Damn us if he can. 

2. As the firſt Commandment forbid- 
deth usto. have any God but one, 1o the 

{ecord 
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ſecond forbiddeth us to worſhip fo as the 
Heathens did their Idols, becauſe it is Bo- 
dily interpretative ldolatry and Scandal: 
But the Heathens uled co pray to their un- 
der Deities , whom they judged to be 
much like chat which the Papiſts jadge of 
Angels, and praying to [Inviſible Spirits is 
to imicare them as icandalouſly as praying 
toward Images: No wonder therefore 
that you fo ulually leave out the ſecond 
Commandment, 

3. Gods Word is the Rule of all accep- 
table Religions Worſhip, (tho' but a Ge- 
*"neral Rule mn many Modes and Circum- 
ſtances, and therefore we fear ſwerving 
from it. 

4. Angels themſelves never demanded 
it, nor Chriſt beſpake it for them, yea, 
they twice fotbad it Fobn: See thou do 
it not. 

5. Angels veing more holy than we, 
are more for the Glory of God, and the 
hatred of Creature arrogance and [dolatry ; 
and as God calleth himlelf ſpecially Fea- 
lowagainſt bodily Worſhip like rhe [dolaters, 
in the {ſecond Commandment, fo Angels 
are more jealous again(t it than we are, 

' 6. As Anpels faid, See thox do it not, [a 
contrarily Satan tempted Chriſt, with the 
offer of the Kingdoms and glory of the World, 
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to fall down and worſpifhim. Therefore 
we had rather hearken to the;Angels than 
to Devils : And fear, they chat do other. 
wile, worthip Devils for Angels, becauſe 
only Devils have fought fuch Worlhip. 
And the Devil ofc rurneth, himiclf as into 
an. Angel of Light ro ,deceive., as his 
Miniſters do tato Miniſters of Righteoul- 
ne(s. | 

7. We know not when Angels hear us, 
and when they do not ; And therefore 
know not whet. and how co pray to them, 

8... As we are {ure that God would have 


bid. us do.ic, if he would have us do it, 


ſo we know that. he is allfufficient to tell 
them what and when to doe for us; and to 
pray to him is the way. to ſecure their 
Service. 

9. And we know that'there is one Me» 
diator between God and Man, whoſe In- 
tercellion is ſufficient, 

10.. And we know that Chriſtians pray- 
ing to Angels and feparated Souls, greatly 
hardeneth the Heathen World that pray 
to {eparated Souls, and Dzmons that are 
their Sub- deities. 

11. And when thele men ſay not, we 
miſt pray to Angels, but we may do it '; 
what horrid: Murderers are they, that will 
Burn, Kill, and Damn men, for not doing 


all 


C ivy } 


all that. they think they may do, without 
. any muſt or Divine Obligation ? Why 
mke they it not at beſc, as part of their 
Works of Supererrogation ? 

*" 2, The Deceiver prophaning the Scrip- 
ture, t. Puts Farobs Benediftion deliring 
the Angels guard on his Son, ro be a 
prayer tt Angels. Yea, when the Fa- 
— lay, that Angel was Chiiſt him- 
ſelf. 

2,- And Facobs words to the Angel that 
appeared to him, to be a reaſon tor our 
praying to unſeen Spirits: If they appear 
to ns, we ſhall the betrer know what and 
when to ſpeak to them. 


: The Nine and Twentieth acenſed Point. 
' That the Angels cannot help ns, 


Anſ# This is too groſs ſtating of Con» 
troverſies for a Collier or a Cobler, tho” 
yot foria DaCtor of Infallible Church. 

1. We lay, that not only an Angel, but 
a Man, an Als, (as Balaams,) a blaſt of 
Wind,. Flies, Frogs, Lice (as in Exypr,) 
can help us, when God lendeth them to 
help'us. | 

2, We believe that Angels are ſpecially 
Empowred and willing for it, $So that 

they 
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they are Gods Eminent Miniſtring Spirits 
for the good of his Elect. 

- 3- But we believe that they can do no- 
thing for us, bur what God empowreth 
and Commilhoneth them to do, He-that 
Curſerh thoſe that rruſt in man, and make 
Fleſh their Arm, inſtead of truſting God, 
will ſo Curle them that ſo ruſt 1m Angels. 
Bat yet we may and maſt rraſt man and 
Avxgels, according to their ſeveral mea- 
lares of Gods: authorizing and enabling 
them. The great Mercies of ProtcCtion 
and afliſtance that God giveth us by Angels, 
is the matcer of much of our daily thanks 
to God : And [am daily thankful ro Angels 
themſelves ; and I think I love ho 
ter than any Friends. on Earth , becanſe 
they are better, and love God better; And 
I am the willinger to Die, becauſe I ſhall 
' £o to the World of Love, where as God 
and Chriſt .is Love, fo Angels love God, 
and we for his ſake, berter than | love my 
ſelf, while our Papilts tharpray co Angels, 
devour the bleod of Saints. 


The Thirtieth accuſed Point. 


That no Saint Deceaſed, hath after ap+ 
peared 10 any on Earth. 


Anſ. 
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Anſ. A meer falle Calumny. What 
| Proteſtant Confeſhons have any ſuch Ar- 
ticle? How know we what hath been 
done of that kin&in all the World to this 
day ? Read but Dr. More, and Mr. Glan- 
vil; Books of Apparitions, and Mr. Am- 
broſe, and Mr. Lawrences Books of our 
Communion with Angels. Read Zan- 
chins , Luther, Aeclantton, Manlins, 
Lavalu, &s. and you may ſee that this i3 
no Proteſtant aflerfion. e know that 
Chriſt appeared to Saul, and that many 
Bodies of Saints aroſe at Chriſts Death, 
and appeared to many: And what the 
Witch of Exdor ſhowed as Samwel, we 
know not: We only fay, 1. That it is 
much liker that Apparitions , are ofteſt 
made by Devils or bad Spirits that dwell 
in the lower Regions, than that bleſſed 
Spirits come from Heaven. 2. But yet 
leeing Angels thence appear, we cannot 
lay that Holy Souls never do, 3. But 
that God will nor have it to be any ordina- 
' ry or truity means for Men's Salvation : 
For we cannot know when it is a Holy 
Soul, and. when a Devil; And they that 
will not believe Moſes and the Prophets, 
(and Chriſt,) neither will they believe tho” 
one roſe from the Dead : It's no Article of 
our Faith, that they ever did appear or 

nAts 
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not. And if theſe men think otherwiſe, 
why muſt this Opinion more than Ten 


thoutand tuch, be obtruded as neceſſary on 
all others ? 


The One and Thirtieth accuſt a Point, 


That the Saints Decraſed, know not nhat 
paſſeth here on Earth. 

An/. Confuſion and Calimny, There 
is knowledge Immftttiate by Intention, 
and. Mediate by Notification from others. 
And there. is knowledge perfett, and in 
part. | 

1. Wetake not on-us to know the ex- 
tent of the knowledge of ſeparated Souls. 
And.thele proud Infallible men know no 
more than we, but ſo much leſs, in that 


they know not their own Ignorance: Yer |; 
neither Zz/ly, nor anv Aſtrologer, nor | 
Conjurer, that ever 1 heard of, chat pre- ' 
tenderh the greateſt acquaiatance with Spi- | 


rits,- did ever pretend to make their Opi- 
nions of - them necellary to Salvation; 
nor to kill all Diſſenters «s Hereticks, but 
the Vice-Chriſt and his Church, we can- 
not know all that chey pretend to know. 
And why muſt we needs know whether 
ever ſuch Souls :ppeared ? If they did,we 
will tzy what they. are by the word of God, 

which 


” - _ 
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which is our Rule. And why muſt we 
know how much they know ? We know 
that they are not Omniictent, nor Omni- 
preſent. And how much they know by 
preſent Intention, not one of theſe Pre- 
tenders know. That they know more 
than we, and know much by the notices 
of Angels or one another, and ſpecially 
of the General State of Chriſts Kingdom 
on Earthz we make no doubt: And what 
Chriſt himſelf maketh known to them, we 
know not. O! what fort of men are 
theſe, that forbid us to Read the Word of 
God, and yer obtrude on us (on diſmal 
Penalties,) fo many things more than all 


the Bible doth contzin 


The Two and Thirtieth accaſed Point, 


That the Saints pray not for ws. 

Ar ſ. Equivocal and falle. 1. All Saints 
on Earth pray for us: Ir is part of the 
Communion of Saints, 

2. We fay of the Prayer of departed 
Souls, the ſame that we laid before of the 
Prayer of Angels. Their General Re- 


queſts for the Church and apainſt Enemies, 


proverth not to us what extent their know- 
ledge of particulars hath, nor what parti- 
culars they ask, nor that every Chriſtian 

can 


| 
| 
| 
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can lay that they pray for him, and that is 
his particular calcs. 


The Three and Thirtieth accuſed Pow. 


That we ought not tobeſcech God, to grant 
our prayers in favour of the Saints, or their 
Aterits: Nor do we receive any- benefit 
thereby. : 

Anſ. This is before an{wered ro the 
17th. Acculation. Itold you that we hold, 
that God bleflech Children for their Holy 


Parents ſakes, their Relation making the 
welfare of the one to be the others : And 


God blefled others for Fo/ephs fake, and . 


ſometimes preſerveth whole Countries for 
the ſake of the Godly there: And on 
what account, and how far, I will not a- 
gain repeat. 


And the Union and Communion of | 


Saints in Heaven and Earth are fo near, 
that 1 dare not lay that God doth any 

ood to any one faithful Soul, that is not 
in ſome repel for the lake of all the ret ; 


asthe Cure of an aking Tooth is for the | 


fake of all the Body : That is, 1. For the 
good of the whole. 2. And done out of 

love to the whole. < 
But this will not ſatisfie confounding De- 
ceivers. No doubt it is dead Saints that 
he 
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he meaneth: And what he meaneth by 
Merits, | (uppole he knoweth not himſelf; 
or efe he would heve told us : How far 
we own, or abhor the pretence of Merits, 
I ſhewed before, All Saints are ſaved by 
the full ſufficient Merits of Chriſt, and 
have none at all of their own, unleſs the 
amiableneſs of Grace freely given them 
be called their Merits, as a thankful Child 
more deſerveth his Fathers Love, (that is, 
s more Lovely) than a Rebel that ſcorneth 
him ; and a piece of Gold delerveth to 
be eſteemed above Dirt; and a Nightin- 

ale above a Toad. Yea their own Je. 
tuit Ya/quez, not only denieth all Merit of 
God in Commurative Fuſtice, (as all ſave 
Remans and a few fuck Sors do,) but alſo 
in point of diſtributrve Faftice, by which 
he lſeemeth to deny Merit imore than Prv- 


. teſtams do» For by Meris we mean but 


Maral aptitude, for the reward of a free 
Benefailor who is alſo Reftor, when the or- 
dering of a free Gift ſuſpended on official 
Conditions, is ſapuntially made 4 means of 
procuring Obedience. 

Whatever God hath promiſed to give 
vs for. other Men's ſake, that he will fo 
give. But our Faith (hall not go beyond 
his Promiſe: If God have told us any 
where, who Saint /Vicel.zs, and St. Becker, 

and 


=—y 


I20 


and St. Chriſtopher, and St, Joan, and -St, | 


Fane, and St. Wizifri4 ate, and what they 
were to us more than others, and that 
they were real Saints, and that he hath 
promiled us Mercy for their ſakes, and bid 
us pray to him for their Meriting for us ; 
let chem ſhew us this in his Word, Bur 
il it be only the Popes Command avd Pro- 
miſe, ler his Subjects obey and traſt ir.” 

We are certain that none bur Saints are 

ſaved : And why then muſt I go to God, 
for the Merits of St. Nicholas,or St. Bridger, 
any more than for the Merits of all the 
reſt, which are many Millions ? 
+ As God is jealous of his Honour againſt 
Idols, fo is he of Chriſts Honour 'againſt 
Antiehriſts and falſe Mediators, and we 
muſt do nothing that ſeemeth to alcribe 
any part of Chriſts proper Office of Mes. 
diation to any Creature : And doth ir not 
leem lo, it we prav, Lord bear, pardon 
and ſave me for the Merits of Becket or 
Bridget, Ce. For whar more can we fay 
of the Merits of Chriſt ? 

Bur ſtill mark, that thele men {ay not 
that, we muſt pray thus for the Merit of 
Saints, but that we may : And muſt-all be 
Burnt or Damned that will not do all that 
the Pope thinks they mey 4.7 


That 


_ 


( 121 ) 


That we receive no benefit by them, is @ 
forged Calumny and not our Doctrine : 
We believe that the Fews had benefit by 
Abraham, Moſes, David , when they 
were Dzad: And that the Reformed Char- 
ches have had benefit by the Blood of the 
Martyrs, ſhed by the Blood-thirſty Pa» 
piſts to this day; and that the whole 
Church hath benefit by the Writings of 
Chryſoſtom , Naxzianzene, Auguſtine, &c. 
Luther, Calvin, &c. 


The Four and Thirtieth accuſed Point. 


That we ought not expreſly to pray them tw 
pray or intercede ro God for us, 

Anſ. There was enough ſaid of this be- 
fore, about praying to Angels, 

When God bids us pray to dead Men's 
Souls, we will do it. Till then your fay- 
ing we may do it, proveth neither may nor 
muſt tous. Why then cannot you keep 
your [may] to your ſelves ? Never a Con- 
jurer in England can tell us, how far Souls in 
Heaven can hear, nor where and when _ 
are preſent or within hearing ; nor whic 
of them are ſo, whether all,or one,or which ; 
No nor whether thoſe Saints that und-7-/ 
ſtood not Latin on Earth, do under 14 
Latin Prayers ſent up from Earth, v 

G 
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the Speaker himſelf underſtandeth them 
not. Alas! Chriſtian Readzr , what a 
dark uncertain Worſhip, like Charming, 
would this Infallible Church compell men 
to offer the moſt Holy God, while they 
accuſe his Word of enſnaring dangerous 
obſcurity. 

We will prayito thoſe alive, that we 
know do hear us, to pray to God for us, 


for the ſake of Chriſt ; But it's but profa- | 


nation of the Scripture, to {ay, that becaule 
Luke 16, a man in Hell ſuppoled to ſee and 
hear Abraham, did pray him to ſend La. 
247 on Earth ; therefore we that nei- 
ther ſee nor hear the Dead, ſhould pray to 
them. But Drves prayed in vain, and fo 
may you. And what if thoſe Souls ſhould 
_ to be in Purgatory ? Muſt we pray 

h co them that are in Purgatory, and for 
them allo ? And is it certain that the Pope 
and all his Church, are ſure which Saint is 
not in Purgatory, when all are there or 
worle (lay they,) that ever ſinned and did 
not Pennance for it ? 


The Five and Thirticth accuſed Point, 
That the Bones or Relicks of the Saints are 


not to be kept or reſerved ; noVirtue proceed- 


ing from them after they be once dead, 
Anſ. 


| 


| 
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Anſ. 1. Where hath God Commanded 
us to keep them, for she Virtue that pro- 
cecdeth from them ? 

2. We deny not but a man may keep 
a Skeleton or Skull, and if it be his Fa- 
thers, we will accuſe him no higher than 
of Imprudence and Paſhon., But whar 
proof have you of Yirtue proceeding from 
Bones, till you ſee it by experience ? Is it 
any appointed means for God to work 
Miracles by ? And how know you that all 
were Saints that the Pope calleth ſo ? Had 
all the Debauched Popes of Anne 8oo, 
9Cco, 1000, skill Infallible to know Saints 
from Hypocrites ? And hath God promiſed 
Virtue to all their Bones? And are you 
ſure that they are their Bones ? Alas ! what 
morons Coles have men to truſt to, to 
deceive themſelves and others, that yet 
will not obey Chriſts plain Commands, 
and truſt his promile ! 


The Six and Thirtieth accuſed Point, 


That Creatures cannot be Sanilified, or 
made more holy than they are already of their 
own Nature. 


 Anf. Adown-right ſlander, 1, Webe- 
lieve that all men that ſhall be ſaved, are or 
G 2 


_—— 


— — 
” 


( 124 ) 
ſhall be Sandlified, and made more holy 
than they are of their own Nature. 

2. We” believe that to the Pure, al 
things are Pure, and are Santtified by the 
Word and Prayer : And that whatever wt 
ao, we ſhould do it to the plory of God: And 
when a Chriſtian devoteth and uſeth his 
Food, Eſtate, and all :o Gods Service, it 
is SanCtified, 

3- We believe that a Temple, a Font, 
a Table, and Utenſils, may well be ſe- 

rated from common uſes to-Gods Wor. 

ip: And that Separation is a lanctiſying 
of them. | 

To be Sanitificd or Holy, is but to be 
ſeparated from common uſe, to Gods ſpecial 
Service , according to the nature of the 
thing uſed, 

1. Godly men are Sanfifyed and Saints, 
becauſe by Soul-conſent andi Devotion, 
and Practice, they are flincerely teparated 
to God, from the ſlavery of the World, 
the Fleſh and the Devil; being Habitu- 
ally and Predominantly lovers of God and 
Holineſs, by the grace of Chriſt and the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

2, Profeiſed Chriſtians are Sacramen- 
tally SanQifyed, when by outward Bap- 
tiſm, they are devoted to God in Chriſt, 


3, Even 
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3. Even bad Miniſters are externally 
ſanftifyed, as ſeparated and conſecrated 
to a Holy Office. 

4. Temples , and Books, and Church 
Urenhils are tanctifyed, when by men they 
are {eparated from common and unclean 
uſage, ro Gods Worſhip. So that tho' 
Holineſs in all be this ſeparation to God 
yer, as the Perſons and things are not th 
lame, {o neither is theirs Holzneſs in ſpeciey 
buc only in genere. 

And there is a Super(titiors and an 1dola- 
trous Mocks Holineſs, when men will de- 
vote that to God and Holy utes which he 
abhorreth, or accepteth not, nor ever re- 
quired of them: And ſay as the Hypo- 
crite Pharilees, It i Corban, who required 
this at their haitds ? The Hypocrites and 
Idolaters have always been forward for 
this unrequired Mock- Holinels, to quiet 
their Conticiences, inſtead of real ſaving 
Holineſs. It's Cheaper and Eaſier to have 
Holy-Water, Holy-Oil, Holy-Spittle , 
Holy-Images , Holy. Croſſes, Holy-Veſt- 
ments of many forts, Holy-Altars, Holy- 
Shrines , and Pilgrimages, Holy-Bones, 
and Chips and Places, than to have Holy- 
Hearts and Lives, which love God, and 
Grace, and Heaven, above all this World 
and Life it ſelf, and by the Spirit mortify 
all fleſhly Luſts. G 3 Tie 
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I be Seven and Thirtieth accuſed Point, 


1 bat Children may be ſaved by their Pa- 
rents Faith, without the Sacrament of He- 
ly Bepriſm- 

Anf. Can you unriddle this charge ? 

Whether the man mean that they may be 
ſaved by Baptiſm without their Parents 
Faich ? Orth#t both muſt be conjoyned as 
neceflary to Salvation? He will not tell 
us that, 
&s 1. That God hath mide abundance of 
promilesto the Seed of the Faithful, and 
raketh them into the Covenant of Grace 
with their Parents, and ſaith that they are 
Holy, 1 Cor. 5. 14, Proteſtants have co- 
piouſly proved againſt Anabaptiits and Pa- 
piſts. Bur it is Gods Mercy, and Chriſts 
Metit, Grace, and Covenant, that they» 
are {aved by : The Parents Faith is but that 
Qualification and Relation, which makerh 
them' receptive and capable of this faving 
Grace. The Parenrs Faith faverh them- 
ſelves, but as the Morab qualifying diſpo- 
ſition and condition of Gods faving Gift : 
And to Infants iris required, not that they 
be Believers, but Believers Seed, devoted 
ro God by Parents or Pro-Parents, whole 
they are. 


2. We | 


| 
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2. We doubt not, but regularly, where 
it may be had, this Dedication ſhould be 
ſolemnly made by Bapriſmal Covenanting : 
Ask the Anabaptiſts wherher we hold not 
this, But we believe, that as private Mar- 
riage maketh Husband and Wife before God, 
but ſolemn Matrimony is neceffary for 
publick Order, without which they may 
be puniſhed as Fornicators : So if an In- 
fant be the Child of one believing Parent, 
dedicated ro God, he is Holy and in the 
ſame Covenant with the Parent, (and were 
ee unclean:) But that before the Church, 
he is not regularly to be judged in Cove- 
nant til} it be folemnized in Chriſts appoin> 
ted way by Bap:itm, 

Still excepting where Baptiſm cannot be 
hadz and there even ſober Papiſts ſay, 
that the Yorum, the Yow, or defire, will 
{erve. 

Andrhis neceſſi:y is manifold: 1. When 
the Child dieth, before Baprilm could ge 
had. "£19 

2.- Where there is no capable Perſon to 
do it, or that will not utterly deprave ir, 

3. When the Parent is an Antipcedo-Bap- 
tiſt, avd omirteth it, thinking it a Sin, 
If they think that the Infant is not faved+b 
the Parents Faith, why ſhould they.think, 
that believing Parents Children are dam- 

G 4 ned 
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ned becauſe the Parent Erreth in ſuch "an 
external thing ? 

But Papiſts, that turn other paris of Ho- 
lineſs into Form and Ceremony, and make 
"s Religion of the Carkafs mortifyed, 
would here allo perſwade People that the 


very ontward act of Wafhing, is of (6 ' 


great moment with God , that though it 
were the holyeſt Perſons or their Seed, 
a miſtake, or a delay, or ſurprize of Death, 
will damn them if they be nor Baptized, 
(or Martyred.) This tendeth to Subject 
all to the Mercy and Dominion of the 
Prieſts, that they may ſeem more necefla- 


ey to Salvation than they are, or at leaſt | 


their external Forms, by Lay-men or 
V/omen Baprizers adminiſtred. 


Conftantine himielf, the Churches great | 


Deliverer, was not Baptized till near his 
Death : Are they ſure that he was till then 
in a ſtate of Damnaticn, and had been 
Damned if he had {o Died ? Methinks in 
ratitude, the Church of Rome , ſhould 
ſieve caſt him no lower than the Torments 


of Purgatory. 
The Eight and Thirticth accuſed Point. 


That the Sacrament of Confirmation 'is 
net neceſſary, nor to be uſed. 


J 


Anl. 


| 
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Anſ. You may ſo mean by the Word 
[Sacrament] and [Confirmation,] as that 
we do deny them. And you may ſo mean, 
as that we are more for them than you 
are. 

1, If by a Sacrament, you mean one of 
Gods Inſtitution, appointed by him to be his 
Solemn Delivery and Inveſticure in a ſtate 
of Chiiſtianity or neceſſary Grace ; and 
if by Confirmation you mean Arch-Biſhops 
anointing Infants, or Ignorant Children, or 
Perſons, with hallowed Oyl , compoun- 
ded once a year, and his Ceremonious 
boxing them, and ſuch other Formalities; 
then we deny that ſuch Confirmation is any 
ſuch Sacrament, nor is neceſſary, or to be 
uled ; becauſe Holy things are not to be 
mortyfied and profaned. 

2. Butif by a [Sacrament] you mean, 
but a Solemn renewal of our Covenant 
with God in Chriſt ; and by Confirmation 
you muſt, that thole Baptized ia Infancy 
ſhould at due Age, #nder(iandingly, under 
the Paſtors hand or Care, mn" their fe- 
rious perſonal _— ro that Covenant 
which by others they imputatively made 
in Baptilm ; we are lo far from denying 
this, that we think till this Salem perſonal 
Covenanting, and oTning their Baptiſm with 
underſt anding and ſeeming ſcrionſneſs, be | 
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mad. the Entrance into the fate of Adult | 


Church Communion, the woful Corruprti- 


on of the Church is never to be well hea- 


ted ; but while one ſide turn Confirmation 
mtoa dead Shadow and Mockery, and the 
Anabaptifts ſcandalized Hereſie, are all for 
Reoaptizing inſtead of Confirmation, Pro- 
—_—_— and Schiſmm will gratifie Satan. 

ou know, that the Engliſh Biſhops pra- 


Ctile Confirmation, and the Liturgy delcri- 


beth it as I here do : And are the Church 
of _— no Proteſtants? And divers 
Proteſtant Non-Conformiſts here have a- 
bour 29 and 30 years ago, written full 
Treatiſes for Confirmation. 


The Nize and Thirteth accuſed Point. 


That the Bread of the Supper of our Lord 
Was but & Figure, or Remembrance of the 
Body of Chriſt, received by Faith, and 
not his true and very Body. 

Auſ. 1. Proteſtants hold, that as all 
words are to be taken according to the 
nſage of the Subject or Science that they 
are uſed about, Phyſical Terms Phyſically; 
Rhetorical Rhetotrically, Geometrical, 
Aſtronomical , Arithemetical, ' according: 
ly, Law Terms according to Law, and 


Moral and Theological Terms Morally 
| and | 
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| and Theologically ; fo, if as Natwraliſftry: 


we ask what the marter of that Sacrament 
1, we lay Bread and Wine : If as Moralgfts 
and Theologues , we lay, it is the Body and 
Blord of Chriſt : As if you as« of a Gold 
and Silver Coyn , what it is in a Natural 
Sence, we lay, i is Gold: and Silver : But 
f you ask in a Civil, Political and Laws 
Sence, we lay, It iS 4 205. piece, a F4- 
cobus , a. Carolins piece , or It 18a Crown, 
or a Shilling. So we lay that Sacramentally 
and Moraly, and Kelarrvely, that which is 
naturally true Bread and Wine, is yet allo 
the rruc Body and Blood of Chrijt : And 
we ſay not that it is only a Fi2#re and Re- 
membrance, but it is ſuch a Figure 4s 18 
Repreſentatively his very Fliſh and Blood 
And it is to Deliver to m1, and Inveſt us in 4 
Spiritual Union with Chriſt himſelf, and 
right to bis ſaving Grace, 

A proxy that as Repreſentative of a Prince 
Marrieth a Foreign Lady, is more than a 
Remembrance z and lo is his Image, if it be 
uſed in the Marriage. A Key, or a Twig 
and Torf, by which Inveſtiture in Houle 
and Land is delivered, and a Staff and 
Rine, by -which Biſhopricks were of old 
delivered by Inveſtiture, are all more than 
a bare Remembrance. 

2. Asto your implied Do}: ins of Tran- 

lub- 
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fabſtantiation, that after the words of Con- 
ſecration, there is left no real Bread and 
Wine, it is Copioufly and undenyably 

ved a Novel DoQtrine, ſo monſtrous, as 
[fit had been formed to engage Mankind 
an Renunciation of Chriſtianity, Huma- 


, and common Senſes, and to be an 

iging profeſſion of this Renunciation, 
It is enough for us to believe, that after the 
true Conlecration, ir is no more meer 
Bread and Wine, (as after the Coyning a 
20 s. Piece, a Crown, 'or a Noble, or an 
Angel, it is not meer Gold, but the-faid na- 
x. Coyn.) But if ever Satan ſhewed 
himlelf a Dragon, onder the Name of an 
Angel of Light, it was when he made the 
Canons of the 4th. Laterane General Coun» 
cil under /nnocent the 34d. that ſet up Tran, 
ſubſtantiation, and the Murdering of all 
that deny it, of depoſing Princes that will 
not exterminate them. This adjunAs and 
effets will ſhew the difference between 
this Counterfeit Sacrament and Chriſt. 
Chriſts Sacrament was inſtituted to be a 
Sacrament and Covenant of deareſt Love 
between God and Man, and one another : 
But as Saran, when he Covenanteth with 
Witches, toſell him their Souls, muſt have 
ic ſealed by his ſucking their Blood, ſo the 
leal that he !et ro the Montiter of Trantubſtan- 
tia- 
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tiation, was that his Church and it muſt hve 
by the blood of thoſe that own it nor. 

But what will convince men, that by 
Noiſe and Worldly Intereſt have Conque- 
red all that is proper to a man, yea, or a 
living ſenſible Animal. 

1. They pretend Chriſts Words, Thu 
is my Body, when they know that it was 
his ordinary parabolical phraſe, and they 
will take this Phyſically and ſingularly as 
different from all the reſt. Tho' he lay, 
1 am the Door, I am the Vine, and ye are 
the Branches, and my Father is the Huf- 
band-man, and the Field 1s the World, and 
the Tares are the Children o ſthe Wicked one, 
and the Harveſt is the and of the World and 
the Reapers are the Angels; they that re= 
ceived the Seed by the Hugh-way , are they 
that, &e. Ando he ſpeaketh uſually. 

2. They know that in 1 Cor. 11. Paxl 
calls it Bread afrer the Conlecration, three 
times in the three next Verſes: And would 
they have Burnt Paz! for a Heretick ? 
W hat can they devile againſt theſe plain 
words ? 

3- They ſentence all to Death and 
Hell chat will believe their Eyes, Taſte, Feel. 
ing or any Senſe of themſelves, and all 
others, that perceiveth rrue Bread and 
Vine after Conlecration. 

4. Here- 
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4. Hereby they make God as Creator, 
the Grand Deceiver of the World, by de- 
luding all Men's Senles, 

5. And hereby they overthrow all cer- 
tainty of Faith Divine and Hamane, For 
Senſe and Humanity are before Faith and 
Chriſt :anity, and their perception preſup- 
poled: And if Senſe be prefuppoled fal- 
lible, yea falſe, Faith mult needs be 1o: 
For weare not ſure that ever we ſaw a 
Book, or Man, or Light, or heard man 
ſpeak, or what he ſaith : And how can he 
believe Gods Word or the Popes, or 
Prieits, thar- 1s not ſure that ever he heard. 
or ſaw them ? 

6. They feignevery ſottiſh filthy Prieſt, 
to work more Miracles at his pleaſure, by 
his tranſubſtantiating, than Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles did. 

7. They enable a drunken Prieſt to&un- 
doe Bakers and Vintners , by laying the 


words of Conſecration Intentione Corffe+, 


crand; over all their Bread and Wine : And 
then they have none lefr. 

8. They feign Chriſt to have eaten his 
own wy fr his Body, and either that 
the ſame Body did eat it ſelf, or that he 
had two Bodies that did eat neither. - 

9. They feign that his whole Body did 
eat his broken Body, and that his ou 

\ ples 
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ples did eat it, before it was broken ; 
and drank his ſhed Blood before it was 
ſhed. 

10. When two General Councils C. P, 
the 5th. and Nrce th6 24. tell us, that 
Chriſts body in pea rom is not Fleſh and 
Blood , and Paxl faith 1 Cor. 15, that 
Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 
ef God, yet they maintain that Chriſt hath 
had theſe 1600 years a body of Fleſh and 
Blood, 

11. They ſeign abundance of Accidents 
without ſubject Subſtances, that are the 
Accidents (Quantity, Quality, Cc.) of 
nothing. 

12. They ſeign a ſottiſh Prieſt to make 
his Maker day by day. 

13}. When Chriſt faith, He that eateth 
my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, ſhall live 
for ever 4, they feignthe moſt wicked men 
to eat his Fleſh and drink his Blood. 

' 14. They feign Mice to eat God, 

15. They feign every wicked man to 
eat his God, and digeſt part of him into 
his own Fleſh and Blood, and caſt out the 
other part intothe Jakes, 

16. They teach men to commit Idola- 
try, by worſhiping Bread as God. 

17. All this is enforced by Fire and 
SwcrJ, againſt the Blood of Holy men, 

18, All 


1 JC 

18. All this is Novel Hereſie, contrary 
to the Doctrine of the Univerlal Church, 
for a Thouland years afrer Chriſt and 
more. 

i9. It's 'contrary to PauPs Quere, 
1Cor. 12. Are all workers of Miracles ? 
underſtood Negatively. 

20. It's feigned a {ſufficient ground to 
depole Princes, and deſtroy whole 
Lands. 

But theſe things, and ſpecially the for. 
ged Miracles of the Tranſubltantiation, 
= more largely confured in many Trea- 
rites. 


What hope of ending any Controverſies | 
with Papiſts, that agree not with us in the | 


credit of Senſes as Heathens do ? Can we 
bring any Controverhie to a plainer iſſue, 
than to all Men's common Senſes, about 
due Objets and due Mediums? And is 
there any diſputing where no principle is 
agreed on ? 


The Fortieth accuſed Point. 


That we ought to receive under both kinds, 
and that one alone 1s not ſufficient, 

An. It concerneth them that deny 
this, either ro keep men from Reading 
Gods Word, or to tell them ic is _ 

po al 
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and the Pope's is true that contradicteth it : 
What is a flat deſyance of God or his 
Word, if this be not ? Chriſt ſaith, Math. 
26, 27, 28, Drink ye all of it: For thus 
ute 4 Blood of the New-Teſtament, which 
is ſhed for many, for the remiſſion of ſins. 
And Sr. Paul laith, 1 Cor. 11. 23. 1 have 
received of the Lord that which I delivered 
to you; That the Lord Jeſus, the Night in 
which he was betrayed, took, Bread, &c. 
Verſ. 25. Aﬀter the ſame manner alſo he 
rock the Cup, when be had Supped, ſaying, 
This Cup is the New-Teſtament in my blood : 
This do ye as oft as you drink it, in remem- 
brance of me : For as often as ye eat this 
Bread, and drink_this Cup, ye do ſhew the 
Lord's Death till be come : Wherefore who- 
ſoever ſhall eat this Bread, and drink this 
Cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord : But let 4 
man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that Cup. 

Theſe words do {o plainly lay, it is 
bread after the Conſecration, and do ſo 
plainly require all tro drink of the Cup, 4s 
well as to cat of the Bread, that the Infalli- 
ble Clergy are fainto accuſe the Light of 
Darkneis, the Text of deceitful Obſcu- 
rity, till the Pope and his Prelates have ex- 
pounded ir, by giving it the Lye: - 

1KEe 


(138) 
like the Knave in Jgnoramw's Play, that 
Proclaimed the man to be Mad, from 
whom he intended to extort Money, that 
is, for binding and abuſing him. What is 
it to proclaim Chriſt and Pas! to be Fools, 
that could not ſpeak Senle, if chis be not ? 


Butthe DoCtors have allo contradiQtions 


to charge on Chriſt, even that elle-where 
he faith, [ He that eateth his Fleſh ſhall 
live for ever: ) Anſ. 1. That is, He that 
truſteth in a Sacrificed Chriſt as the means of 
bis Salvation, as bread is the means of na- 
tural Life : He that would not underſtand, 
cannot underſtand the plaineſt Words : 
Bur doth Chriſt ſay, that ary man catch 
bis fleſh, that drinketh ner his blood ? Or that 
he thall have Life, that doth the one without 
the other ? 

2. And ſeeing they take every Rogue 
that eateth their Wafer to eat Chriſts 
Fleſh, do they not here fallly lay chat all 
ſuch ſhall have Eternal Life: O happy 
( miſerable ) Church , that hath Eternal 
Life, how wicked ſoever, for eating the 
Wafer, and calling it Chriſts Fleſh !' And 
all this, that Fairh may nor be thought to 
be meant by eating. 

3. But ſeeing it muſt needs be eating by 
the Teeth, or by Fleſh eating that is meant, 
they have found out a crafty literal way : 


Chriſt 


_ _ — Ps 
— — ———— — — .. mom 


(139) 

Chriſt ſaith that he /oveth and cheriſheth hrs 
Church as his own Fleſh, and we are Mem- 
bers of his body, of his fleſh, and of his 
bones : And fo they that Murdered a Mil- 
lion of the Albigenſes, &c. and Maſſacred 
4©000 in France, and 200000 in Ireland, 
and Burnt them in England, Germany, the - 
Low Countries, and Tormented and Kil- 
led them in Behemia, and many -other 
Lands, did learn the literal way of eating 
Chriſts Fleſh, And who doubts but the 
Devil tells them that they ſhall thereby ob- 
tain everlaſiing Life ? But why then are 
they againſt drinking his blood, when actu- 
ally they draw ir out by ſtreams ? Perhaps 
by Burning his Bones, (as they did Bacers, 
Phagims , Wickliffes, and 1000 more; } 
they think that their Teeth ſcape the trou- 
ble of gnawing them, and thus they feed 
on Chriſts body, fleſh and bones: For 
their Malters bear Witches if they _—_ 
him not account at every Meeting, 0 
lome miſchief that they have done.* 

3. And what but flat oppoſition to 
Chriſt, ſhould move theſe men to forbid 
one half of his Sacrament, which he calls 
the New-Teſftament in his blood? One 
would wonder what ſhould be their Mo- 
tive: It is no matter of Pleaſure, Profit, 
or Honour : This very Deceiver had more 

wit 
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wit than to pretend Antiquity for it, or 
any one ancient Doctor of the Church, 
ly dare not deny (ſave to Ignorants 
and Fools,) that it is a Novelty contrary 
to unqueſtioned Conſent and Practice of 
all Chriſts Church, for above a thouſand 
years, or near atleaſt. It is undenyably 
againſt Chbrifts Inſtitution and Command, 
againſt bis Apoſtles Dofrine, and Scripture 
Prattice; againſt all the Judgment and Pra- 
Ctice of the ancient Church, againſt the 
Nature and lntegrity of the Sacrament, 
againſt the Concord of the Church, that 
will never Unite againſt all theſe, againſt 
the Senſe and Comfort of . Believers, 
What then doth over-rule ſo many men to 
Tear the Church, to Murder ſo many Bo- 
hemians as they did, &c. for ſuch a thing 
as this is ? Reader [ will tell thee all that | 
know : The Devil is in conſtant War a- 
gainſt Chriſt and his Kingdom, and the 
Souls of men: As he thought he could 
have triumphed in making Fob curſe God 
to his Face; ſo he would fain ſhew that he 
can make Chriſts own pretended Miniſters 
oppole and deſpiſe the plaineſt of his Com- 
mands, and defie his Word and himto his 
Face, To this he gets by the baits of 
Worldly Wealth, Honour and Dominion, 
a ſort of Fleſhly Worldly men to be Bi- 
ſhops, 
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ſhops, whoſe very hearts are againſt the 
Laws of Chriſt; And puffing up theſe 
men by degrees, he tells them how they 
maſt be Great, and arrogate Power equal 
to Chriſts Apoſtles, and !o domineer over 
the Souls of men; and all this on pretence 
of honouring Chriſt : And having gotten 
a Generation of grols ignorant debauched 
Villains, into the Papal elevared Seat, and 
the Ruling Church Power, when ſome 
poor Woman once or twice ſhed ſome of 
the Wine, or a Prieſt chanced to pill ir, 
their prophane Holineſs decreed that they 
ſhould drink the Wine no more (ſave the 
Clergy,) but ſhould eat Chriſts Blood, 
which they ſaid was in his Fleſh, and a 
while they dipt the Wafer in Wine; and 
then pretended lufallibility being their 
vain Glory , they muſt not Change leſt 
they ſhould ſeem to be fallible, and ſhould 
Repent ; for Repenting undoes Satans 
Kingdom. 


The One and Fortieth accuſed Point, 


That there is not in the Church a true 
and proper Sacrifice , and that the Maſs is 
not 4 Sacrifice. 

Anſ. True and proper, if the words are 
wmeelligible,are put againſt falſe and equive- 
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cal or fgwrative, And what man can tell 
us which Sence of the word [_ Sacrifice ] 
muſt be taken for the only proper Sence, 
when with Heathens and Chriſtians the 
word is uſed in ſo many Sences, and there 
are ſo many ſorts of Sacrifices ? This man 
would not tell you whether it be the Thing 
or the Name that he controverteth ; that 
would be to come into the Light, If it 
be the thing, we never doubted but divers 
things are and mul be in the Church, 
which are called Szcrifices, ſome in Scrip- 
ture,and ſome by Papiſts : And ſome things 
by them called Sacrifices, are in their 
Church which God is againR. | 

If it be the Name that is the queſtion, 
we know that in a General Sence it may 
be given to many things of different Spe. 
cies, and equivocally yet to more ; but 
which Sence to call proper among ſo many, 
let quibling Grammarians tell him : We 
trive no further about Names, than tend- 
eth to prelerve the due Judgment of 
things. 

Sometime a Sacrifice ſignifieth & ſecond 
thing offered 10 God by way of worſhip, 

Sometime more ſtriflly, ſomewhat ſupps- 
ſed highly to gratifie or pleaſe him, offered 
to expiate ſome Crime that diſpleaſerh him, 


or by pleaſing to procure ſome benefit from him. 
Among 
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Among Heathens and Fews, there were 
various forts of Sacrifices : Some Hilaſti- 
cal, ſome Euchariſtical : Some of things 
Lifeleſs, and ſome of Living Creatures; 
where ſtrictly pare was burnt and fo offered 
to God, and part given to the Prieſt, and 
part eaten by the Offerers. 

We hold, 1. That Jeſus Chriſt offered 
his Body on the Croſs a Sacrifice to God 
for the expiation of Sin, as a thing pleaſing 
to God, in aſence which no other Sacrt- 
fice everwas or is 3 not that God delighted 
in his Blood, Pain or Death as foch ; but 
as fins gratia, it was the moſt excellent 
means to demonſtrate his Wiſdom, Love, 
Juſtice, and Mercy, and ſave a ſinful race 
of men, with the honour of his Law and 
Government. 

2. We hold that Chriſt hath inſticated 
his Sacrament, to be a vilible Repreſenta- 
tion of this his Sacrifice, both for Comme. 
moration and for attnal Inveſtiture and Col- 
lation of Chriſt to be our Saviour, and 
Head in Union, and of his Grace and Be- 
nefits, Pardon, Reconciliation, Adoption, 
Juſtification , SanCtification, and Title to 
Glory. And we know that the ancient 
Churches called this often a Sacrifice : Not 
in the fame {ence as Chriſt was our Sacri- 
fice; nor asthe 2foſaical Types were Sa. 

erifices ; 
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erifices ; but a Repreſentative Sacrifice, re- 


preſenting Chriſts own, But we are the. 


ſhier to ule the name Sacrifice, where Pa- 
piſts apply it to Idolatry. 

3. We know that al) Chriſtians are 
bound ro dedicate themſelves to God, and 
even to lay down their Lives when he re- 
quireth ir; and bound to offer kim peni- 
tent Confeſſion, Praiſe, Thanksgiving, 
and to give Alms to the poor, and ſerve 
and honour him with all their Wealth and 
Power. And all theſe are called Sacrifice; 
in Scripture, becauſe they are ſacred þ- 
lations, acceptable to God through the merits 
of Chrifts Sacrifice. 

Is not this man a Calumniator then, 
that ſaith we hold, [_ chat there i not in the 
Church a true and proper Sacrifice,] unleis 
he call none true and proper but what no 
man can ofier to God. 

But what ſay we to the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs ? We ſay, that for the Prieſt ro pre- 
tend that afrer his words, Bread 1s turned 
into Chriſts Fleſh in a Phyſical ſence, and 
Wine into his Blood, and that this is our 
God, and that ke facrificeth this God to 
God, and eateth and drinketh him {ſo fa- 
crificed, and that al] that ſo receive him 
have Ecernal Life ; This is a prophanation 
of Holy things, a deceiving of Souls, : 
bla 
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blaſpheming of Chriſt, and Idolatry a- 
gainſt God, And all ſacrificing in their 
Mals, that is raore than a Repreſentation of 
Chriſts own [acrifuceng himlelf, for Comme- 
moration and Communication of the gifts of 
bis Teſtament, and the expreſſion of our 
Grati:ude, and Devo: eaneſs to God by bim, 
is their own prophane invention. 

How do they offer his broken body ant 
blood thed, any otherwife than Repreftnra 
rrvely, unlets chey Kill him, and eat him 
when he is Dead ? It was only a Repre- 
lencation of his own /«crificed Body and 
Blood, which he made act the Sacrament 
himſelf; not then broken and ſhed, burto 
be broken, flin , and ſhed ſoon after, 
(unlels he had two bodies, one dead and 
one alive.) The Sacrament indeed was 

led a Sacrifice by the ancient Churches, 
to ſignifie that ic is nor Chriſts body as 
now plorified in Heaven that is there Re- 
preſented, but his body as once fleſh and blood 
ſacrificed on the Croſs : And how can it be 
thar, but by Repreſentation, ſacrificing it 
was killing it : Do they kill Chriſt a thou- 
{and thoutand times over, yea, and kill 
his Gloryfied bady? He hath no exiſtent 
Fleſh and Blood in Heaven, fpeaking pro» 
perly and formally ; but a Spiritual glorified 
bedy, that was Fleſh and Blood on Earth : 

H And 
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And doth every Prieſt turn Chriſts Spiri- 
tual gloriked body into Fleſh and Blood 
again ? O what a Mats of prophanation is 
their Mats. 


Tho Two apd Fortteth accuſed Point. 


| That Sacramental Unition, 1s not to be 
uſed to the Sick, | 
An/. In th6ſe Hot-Countries, anointing 
their bodies was uled as a great refreſh. 
ment for Delight and Health. And Chrift 
and his Apoſtles applyed it to the Miracy 
tous uſe of Healing, as Chriſt did Clay 
and Spittle tro a blind Man : And while 
that miraculous ule continued, St. Jame! 
bids thoſe that are ſick as.a puniſhment for 
ſome fin, to ſend for the Elders of the 
Church, that they may pray for the par- 
don of his fin, and for his recovery, and 
anoint him with Oil, and if he have not 
ſinned unto Death , (that is, a Capital 
Crime, which God would have Maps 
ſtrates puniſh wich Death, and will do fo 
himſelf,) his Sin-thall be forgiven, and he 
ſhall be healed. 
See now the Malice of the Prince of 
Darkneſs. He that tempteth men to caſt 
our half the ſubſtance of rhe Lords Supper, 


meecrly to ſhew what they can and will} 
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and dare do = his Word, and temp- 
teth men to forbid the very Icripture ir 
ſelf, yet to wndoe, he will 2verdor, and 
draw men to be wiſe and Righteons over 
much : Who would think theſe men are 
againſt che ſufficiency of Scripture, that 
will turn ics temporary occaſional ations 
into perpetual Sacraments ? They make 
Conſcience of waſhing Feet,of bearing Palmer, 
of the Holy-X:/s (but on the Pax) and a 
Sacrament of anointing the ſick: And why 
they make not a Sacrament of anointing 
the Blind with Clay and Spittle, of waſhin 
at Jordan or Sileam Pools, and of the ai 
Kiſs, and waſhing of Feet, of bearing 
Palms, of the Popes Riding on an Aſ1,&c. 
I know nor, 

But for the Name of a Sacrament, (bring 
firſt a Military, and then a Church Term, 
not uled in Scripture) we will not quarrel 
with chem: They may laxly extend it to 
ahnoſt any Ceremony or fign Religiouſly 
uled, rightly or wrongly. But, 1. They 
uſe that to the Dying, when they judge 
them paſt hope, which St. Zames ſpake of 
aling for Recovery. 

2. They ule that as an ordinary thing, 
Which was to be uſed only for miraculous 
Cures : and yer ſhew not that they have 
the Faith or gift of Miracles, nor cure any 
dy it. H 2 3. They 
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3. They force men to that feigned Sa- 
crament now cealed with that g'fi, which 
was uled to none but fuch as Volt; ily 
defied it. Why are they not cor. 1:4 
to ule it themlelves, but they man :« 
others to it as neceſſary ? Wha: 


Woman, or Child, do you rea! vi in a 


the New-Teſtan.ent, thac was anointed 
in order ro Death, fave a W.:m» that 
"meant no ſuch thing, that anvin' d Chriſt 
in Health? Where read you tha: Dra- 
goons or Inquiſitor: inforced it, and drag- 
ed naked the bodies through the Streets, 


and Buryed them in Dunghils, or where * 


Dogs may eat them, if they refu'le ir? 
Whole Sacraments can we think are 
theſe ? 


The Three and Fortieth accuſed Point. 


That no [mterior Grace i« given by Impo- 
ſation of hands in Holy Ordors ; And that 
ordinary Veication ard Miſſion of Fiſtors, 
#5 not neceſſary im the Church. 

Anſ. Coutrarily the Reformed Catho- 
licks hold, 1. 1hat God often gave mira- 
culous interior gifts towen, by the lmpo- 
fition of the Apoſtles hands. 

2. And if he pleaſe he may now blels 
Ordination to the increaſe of men's mental 
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firneſs for the Miniſtry ;' and when he dotl: 
{o, we know not. 

Bur we hold, 1. That men ſhould be 
ſuppoled by the Ordinances to be true * 
Chriſtians, and to have competent Mini- 
ſterial Abilities before they Ordainthem. 

2. That now miraculous gifts ceaſe, no 
man cin tell when any other inward Grace 
is given by Impoſition of hands in Ordina- 
tion, than Relative, which 1s Obligation 
and Authority for the work of the Mini- 
ſtry. And Dxranars and other of their 
School- men, fay that their /ndelible Cha- 
rafter is no other. And the reſt know 
not what to make of it. 

3. If we read of Multirudes of Debau- 
hed, Ignorant, Apoſtatical Popes and Pre- 
lates, and many Ages of Church Barha- 
riſm, and Bruitiſhnels, (even in Barons, 
Genebrard, and the fierceſt Papiſtsz ) and 
if we ſee Prieſts after Ordination to he Ig- 
norant, Drunkards, Fornicitors, unable 
and unapt to Teach, haters of a Godly 
Liſle, we cannot tell what Grace it is that 
thele men are laid to receivein Ordination : 
Whatever it is, it will not keep them out 
of Hell, as it keeps them not from lerving 
Safan, 

4. We take an ordinary Calling and 
Miſſon to be ordinarily needful ro the 
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Charch Miniſtry, This Calling confiſteth, 
1. in neceflary Abilities, without which 
God fendeth none. 2. la willingneſs and 
Con'ent. 3. In the Ordination by Senior 
Paſtors, where ir may be had. 4. And 
to fix them in relation to particular Con- 
gregations, the mutual conſent of ,them- 
ſelves and the Flocks. 

5. Put we know Rules of meer Order 
are for the things ordered, and the Edifica- 
tion of the Church, for which all Church 
Power 15 given, and God Commandeththat 
all be done: And we know that God who 
will bave Mercy and not Sacrifice, would 
not have adiiey the ſubſtance by pre- 
tence of a Ceremony. And that in leve- 
ral Caſes, Miniſters may be lawſully called 
without [mpoſition of hands, and Canoni- 
cal Ordination. As, 1. In caſe men be 
caſt into Infidel Countries,. where no Bi- 
ſhops or Paſtors can be had : As by Ship- 
wrack, or Merchants Factory, or Embal- 
ſadors, or when a Biſhop with them dyerh 
by the way : They muſt not be without 
all publick Church Worſhip, for want of 
an Impoſing Bithop. 

2. In calc Perlecution drive all the Bl 
ſhops our of reach. 

3- Incaſe the perſecuted Biſhops refuſe 
to Ordain for fear of ſuffering. ; 
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4. In caſe the Biſhops be Hereticks, or 
intollerable Uſurpers and no true Biſhops, 
wanting the Eſſentials of a Qualification 
and a Call. 

5. In caſe the Biſhops impoſe any falle 
Oach , Subſcription , Covenant, or Pro- 
ſeſſion, or any other Sin, as the Conditt- 
on without which they will not Ordain, 
{which is che cafe of all the Papiſts Pre- 
lates ;) their Ordinatiog in theſe caſes is 
not neceltary. 

6. We know that in foch caſes the Mi- 
niftry faileth not, bur there may be a true 
ſucceſſion of Paſtors, though regular Ca- 
nonical Ordination be interrupted. For 
there is nothing neceflary after Gods Law, 
which ſpecifiech the Oftice by ſtared Inſti- 
tution, but ouly the determining who the 
Perſons are that God would have m 
this Office: Which may be well known 
without Canenical Oraination, where that 
canuot lawſully be had. There are inftan- 
ces in the ancient Churches, that when 
ſome EleQed to be Biſhops, fled or hid 
themlelves; the Biſhops Ordained them 
ablent, by writing, without impoſicion of 
hands, R 

7. Yea, we know that if in any one 
Church or Nation, the lucceſſhon were to- 
tally interrupted , for many years, God 
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hath left means ſufficient to reſtore it. 
1, His Word deicribeth the Office, and 
giveth the Authority and-obligation ro the 
Perſon when determined of. 2. That 
Determination may be made, 1. By the 
due Qualification of the Perion : 2. The 
invitivg Neceſſities of the People and op- 
portunity, 3. Mutual Con'ent ; and with- 
out theſe the Ordination> and Miſſion of a 
Biſhop is vain. 

8. The Church of Rome more needeth 
this DoCtrine than the Proteſtants : For it 
is notoriouſly certain, that regular Succeſſi- 
on hath failed ofr and long in the Papacy, 


and conlequently in its Clergy. 1. There | 


is no more notorious interruption than by 
the utter incapacity of the Unqualified : 
And tuch have been thoſe that were Chil- 
dren or declared Sots, Beaſts, Simoniſts, 
filthy Lechers, Hereticks, Inhdels, Schif- 
maticks, by General Council, and the 
moſt Papal Hiſtorians. Their Succeſſion 
now is from Exgenius the 4th. depoled as 
an Heretick by a General Council. 

2. When there have been two or three 
Popes above twenty times, no man know- 
eth which was the right. 

3. Either EleQtion is in the power of 
fome in ſpecial, or not; if not, the Turks, 
or Heathens, or Hereticks, may chooſe 
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a Pope - If it be, Then who have the 
Power ? Its known that at firſt the Biſhop 
of & me was cholen by the People of one 
Congregation : After by the Clergy and 
people of the Chriſtians of the City : At- 
ter that by the Biſhops of the Diocels : 
Sometimes by the Emperors: Or Arran 
Kings ( with the Clergy and peopfe : 
Sometimes by General Councils: Some- 
times againſt General Conncils, by an Ar- 
med Faction : And of late times by things 
calied a Colleage of Card:nals. If all thele 
were lawful, no one fort have the EleCting 
Power : If any was unlawful, the Succel- 
fron hath been interrupted, 

4+ Either the Ordination of a Superior 
is neceſſary, or nc : If yea, then the Pope 
having no Superior, was never truly Or- 
dained : If nor, then a Presbyter may be 
Ordained without a Biſhop. Rome is 
more coucerned to an!wer theſe things 
than we. 


The Four and Forticth accuſed Point, 


That Priefts and other Religious perſons 
who have Vowed their Chaſtity to God, may 
freely Marry natwithjt anding their Vow, 
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Arſ. 1. Muſt none keep Yows but | 
Prieſts and Religious People. | 
2. The known Doctrine of the Prote. 
Ranrs about Oaths and Vows (which you 
may ſez in Sanderſon de Furamente,) is, 
1. That Antecedently it is unlawful to en- 
inare onr ſelves by unneecſſary Vows, of 
that which is out of our Power, or ſo mu- 
table, that it may hereafter be made our 
Duty which now is not. 2. But having 
once Vowed, ve mult diſtinguiſh of the 
Impoſing, the making of the Vow, and 
the A1atter of it. And that, ;. Though 
it was by Parents, or others un/amfſully um- | 
poſed, 2. And by our elves, by temerity | 
unlawſully made or ſworn, 3, Yetil the 
Matter eonlideraris conſtderand:'s be neceſ- | 
ſary or lamfaxl, the Vow muſt be kept: | 
But if it be Sin that is Vowed, it muſt not | 
be done. Becauſe Nan's Vows cannot ab> | 
rogate or tulpend Gods Laws. Can any | 
of your Cafuiſts deny this ? | 
Therefcre, if Boys or Girk Vow Cha 
ſity, and w__ thar they carnot keep ' 
ir without fin , the Matter becometh to 
thein unlawful, and they muſt break it: 
As for inſtance : x. If they cannot keep 
it without apparent hurt to their Souls by 
Luſt- 2. Orif the Heir of the Crown, 
or ſome great Eſtate, Vow it, and if he 
keep 
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keep it, the Kingdom or Church is like 
to tuffer by it. 3. If Parents or Prince 
countermand the Vow in Youth, 

Bur if they can keep it, and that keeping 
become not Sin by conſequent accidents Or 
changes, they ought to keep it ; _— 
they muſt repent of their raſh unlawhul 
making it. Gods Law is perfect, and 
maketh Duty enough for us, and we 
ſhould not fooliſhly make more as Law- 
givers to our felves, when we are conlct- 
ous how tar ſhort we come of keeping 
Gods own Laws, 


The Five and Fortieah accuſed Point. 


That Faſting and abſt inense from certain 
Meats, u net prounded on Holy Scripture, 
nor cauſeth any Sp? tal 090d, 

Anſ Still decertful Confulign : Proteſtants 
hold, 1. Faſting is a needful Duty to feve- 
ral Perfons iu leveral cates. As, 1. 10 
take down the Flzſh when it groweth too 
ftrors in Luſt, 2. For the cure of many 
Dileaiſ=s5 from fulnets: 2. io cxcrciie 
our Hutaitiation in times of publick Dane 
ver and C:lamicy, or of perlonal repen- 
tance for ſome great Sin, or under flome 
ailliction that calleth ſor great Humilia- 
107, 


2. They 
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2. They hold that Abſtinence is need- 
fal in it's time and place, as Faſting is in 
it's: And that all Eating and Drinking is 
unlawful, which gratifiech the Appetite by 
Quantity or Quality againſt Men's health, 
end the juſt Rules by which we ſhould 
judge what is healthful : Yea, that bare 
Eating and Drinking to pleaſe the Appe- 
tite, which doth not ſome way conduce to 
fit us ſor our Duty, is Sin. 

3. We know that the fame Meat and 
Dripk for Quality and Quantity which is 
beſt for one, is hurtful and mortal to ano- 
ther : And we know that Faſt 1ng is as Phy- 
ſick, whether for Health, or for the Soul: 
and if we are fallen into the hands of ſuch 
. Phy fkicians, as will tye all the Land and all 
the World to take the fame Phylick, and 
on the ſame days, to take a Purge or a 
Vomit every Wedneſday, Friday , and 
Holy Evens , we ſhall obey them when 
we are a-weary of our Lives. I think our 
Londen Colledges would dcride {uch pre- 
{cribers. 

4. And if any will tell us that we ſhall 
merir of God, and lave our ſelves by for- 
bearing the courleſt fort of Fleſh, and eat- 
ing the more coſtly Fiſh, Junkers, Sweet- 
meats, and drinking Wine and ſtrong- 
Drink, we abhor ſuch Mock-Faſts, for 
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God will not be mocked : But Hipocrites 
turn all Religion into a Mockery. 1 have 
heard thoſe called ftrid preciſe Proteſtants, 
accuſed as being againit abſtinence and 


' Faſting; and upon enquiry | found that 


thoſe of my acquaintance, eat and drink 
leſs all the year, than their acculers of my 
acquaintance do on their Mock-faſting-days, 
To ſuch their Diet would ſeem a ſtrict 
Faſt, even Calviz that macerated his bo. 
dy, with eating but a few bits once a day, 
is by ſome Papiſts called a {ſenſual Gluton, 
(though Maſſon ſaith the contrary,) 


The Six and Fortieth _ Point, 


That Feſus Chriſt deſctuded not into 
Hell, nor delivered thence the Souls of the 
Fathers. 

 Anſ. 1. And do not theſe falle Accu. 
ſers know that both the Creed which we 
all profeſs, and the Articles of the Church 
of England, lay expreſly that Chriſt de. 
ſcended tmto Hell? 2. And thole ahat dif- 
like the Tranſlation of ws into H//, yer 
grant Chriſt went into «» ; and that's all 
the Scripture faith ; So that all the donhe 
is but what 4s fignifieth ? Whether the 
Hell of Torment, or more Generally (be 
wnſecn pate of ſeparate Souls ! If you mean 
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the laſt, what Proteſtants deny it ? If you 
mean the firſt, what pre{umptuous cruelry 
is it, to believe that all the ' Souls of the 
Fathers were in Hell, til! the Death of 
Chriſt ? Chriſt all-adging, / am the God of 
Abraham , of 1/aac, and of Jacob, ſure 
meant no:, that God was their God, be- 
caule they were in Hell: Was Lazarw in 
Hell when Abraham taid, Now he is Come 
forted ? It was a Hell of Joy and Com- 
fort: Were Samuel, Eliſha, Job, Ds 
niel, Ec, in Hell? Was Moſes in Hell, 
that appeared in Glory on the Monnt with 
Elias ? But what is it that hm 5 np 
Church cannot make good , when they 
have once preſumed to affirm it ? 


The Seven and Fortieth accuſed Point, 


Toat there ws no Purgatory Fire, or other 
Pri ſon, wherein ſin may be ſatiified for after 
T1145 Life. 

Arſ. 1. Which way this Church came 
to be fo much acquainted wiih Heil, and 
Purgatory, and Priloas, and (aiisfymg in 
them, in the other World, more than 1s 
revealed in the Word of God, we know 
not, unleſs iome havetold :hem that come 
thence ,, or from Heaven. But for out 
parts, Ws tins Gods Word more _ 
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than Dead men whom we know not : God 
ſendeth us to the Law, and ts the Teſts- 
mony - If they ſpeak net according to theſe, 
it is hreanſe there is mo Light in them, Ila.8, 
20, Abraham preferred Moſes and the 
Prophets before one from the Dead, The 
prophane citation of Scripture by him for 
lach a Purgatory-Priion, and Satisfaction, 
needs no anſwer ſave the peruſal of the 
Texts, 

What mean theſe men by [” ſariyfying 
for Sin?) 1. If they mean that Sarzsfa- 
(ton by the merits whereof Ged pardeneth ſin 
without diſhonowy to his Fuſtice, Govern- 
ment, or Law: 7 Chriſt, and he only, hath 
thus fully ſarr:fied for ſin, already, and 
there remaineth no more Sacrifice for ſin; 
for by one offering he hath per feited for 
ever them that are ſantified. 

2, But if by ſatisfying for ſin, they 
mear that all muſt ſuffer al the puniſhment 
that their ſin delervech, then God forgiv- 
eth no fin atall: For to forgive the fin, is 
to forgive the puniſhment: And then 
they renounce. the Office, Sacrifics and 
Blood of Chriſt, which are for the pardon 
of Sin : And they renounce Baptiim ard 
the Lords Supper that give and Seal it ; 
And they caſt away all hopes of Salvation, 
and damn all Mankind ; For all Sin delerv. 
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eth ſome degree of Damnation in Hell, 
But if the Pope can pardon, ſure God 
doth pardon ſome: To deny pardon, is 


to deny all the Scripture, and all humane 


hope avd mercy. 

'3. Bur if by [" /arrsfying ſer ſin,) they 
mean that God when he forgiveth through 
Chriſt the deſtruttive everlaſting Puniſh: 
ment, will yet require {ome. corretteve tem- 
poral puniſhment, with which he 1s ſaid to 
be ſatisfied, in that he requirerh no more, 
we conlets de re, that luch a thing there is 
in this World ; Death as Death, and Pain 
as Pain are ſuch; and the Curie on the 


' 


Earth, and the lols of ſome degrees of 


Grace ; they are all corrective Penalties : 
And if any fay that a lower degree of Glo. 
ry for the lots of ſame degree of Grace is 
ſuch ; or that the ſeparation of the Soul 
{ron! the Body till the Reſurrection, hath 
ſome nature of Penalty ; we firive with 
no man about ſuch things : But de nomine 
we juſtly here diſlike the Word, [ Satir 
fy:ng,] becaulein common Sence, it toun- 


deth as fome Compenſation, and ſomewhat 


that is of the ſame nature with Chriſts [a- 
tis/athon; and that is all that luſtice re- 
quiferh to purchale our pardon. And it 
Encourageth the il] uſe of it by Papilts, 


that make ut Meruorious, 
And 
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And de re we believe no ſuch Purga- 
tory, (much leſs the Popes Power to deli- 
ver men out of it, for Maſles or the like,) 
becauſe God tells us of no ſuch thing, And 


* the Primitive Churches never. owned it : 


Aupuſt ine firſt ſeemed to doubt of it : But 
| find none before that ever held it, unleſs 
you will call Origens Opinion ſuch, that 
thought the Devils and Damned ſhonld 
have a time of Deliverance, (now called 
Hereſie.) 

Asto 1 Cor, 3. 13, 15. Is there no fiery 
Tryall of miſtaken DocCtriae, and of the 
Erroneow in this Life ? 

As to Joh. 11. 22, What an Expoſitor 
is this : 7 know (ſaith Martha,) that what- 
ever thou wilt atk, of God, he will pive it 
thee : Ergo, Lazarus was delivered ont of 
Purgatory. As well he may ſay, All Saints 


| ſhall have a Keſurretion : Therefore all 


are in Purgatory. Or God denyeth 
Chriſt nothing : Therefore there is a Pur. 
gatory. 

So Afts 2.24, Whom God hath raiſed 
up, having looſed the pains of Death, be- 
cauſe it was not poſſible that he fhould be 
holden of it. Here he noteth two things, 
1. That where Chriſt was, there was pains, 
Anſ. As if Death it felf were not a Pe- 
valty : It was Chriſts pains, or penal __ 
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of Death, that Peter mentieneth, and the 
man himſelf here confeſſech chat Chriſt 
had no pain in that place, 2. But he faith 
that it was not Chriſts, bar others pain that 


is laid to be looied ; when the Text plain-: : 


ly ſaich, 1. That ic was Chriſts pains of 
Death. 2, Looſed by his Reſurrection. 
3+ Becauſe it was impoſTible that he, 
(not they) {hould be held of it. 

So 1 Cor. 15. 24, Becaule there 1s no 
mentionof Baptizing for the Dead,he feign- 
eth a Purgatory meant. And Luk, 6. 9. 
That Recerving at Death into the everlaſts 
ng Habitations, proveth a Purgatory : 
When yet they ſay that Purgatory is to 
none an everlaſting Habitation : And Lak. 
23. 42. Becagie the { beef would be remem- 
bred by Chrift in bis Kingdom, Souls may 
be holpen after death our of Purgatory: 
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As if it was Purgatory that was the Para- | 


diſe with Chriſt, where that Thisf was to 
be that day : Is ir not tedjous bat to read 
ſach prophanation of Gods Vord ? 


The Eight and Fortieth accuſed Point. 


That it is nat lawful to make or to have 

Images. 
Anſ. This Lie hath conquered the bluſte 
jog Paſſion, 1. Can fuch men py 
nat 
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that there are no Proteſtant Painters ? 
Are there none of their Shops in Londen, 
or Holland ? Do none but Papifts make or 
ſell Pictures ? Are not the Statues of Kings 
at the Excharge, the Srocks-2arker, 
Chering-Croſs? Are there to Images on 


'our Coyn ? Nor our Banners? Nor on 


the Eicutcheons of the Nobility and Gen- 
try of this and other Lands: Are there 
no Images at the Sign-poſts in all London, 
nor in all the Cities, and Market-Towns 
in the Kingdom? Nor ia any of the 
Church-Windows ? 

But perhaps they will ſay, tho" we [peak 
ſo mniverſally (to deceive the ignorant,) 
yet we meant it of Images of Keltgious fige 
mification and uſe. Anj, And do not al 
the Lutherans keep them in their Chur- 
ches? Are they not continued in moſt 
Church- Windows in England ? 

Obj. But at leaſt it's trne of the Calvi- 
miſts or Puritans / Anſ. 1. And will you 


' therefore. ſlander the reſt? 2. But we muſt 


not haſtily believe any thing that falle ac- 
cuſers lay ? Have not the Holland Calvi- 
niſts mulcicudes of PiCtures ? Did you ne- 
ver (ee Beza and others, [cones virorum 
iluſtrium, nor Mr. Sammel Clerks Lives 
with Images? Nor the Puritans Engltſh 
Geneva Bible, with the Images of the Hi- 

ſtories ? 
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Rories? Nor the Dutch Quarry-Bricks 
for Chimneys, on which moſt of the Hi- 
ſtory of the Bible is painted? O ! for 
Truth or Modeſty, 

2. But we confeſs that there are ſome 
Images Bawdy, ſoine Superſtitious, 1do- 
latrous, or Blaſphemous, which we leave 
to ſuch as chooſe them, they being not 
for our uſe, (of which aſter.) 


The Nine and Fortieth accuſed Point. 


That it is not lawful to reverence Imager, 
nor to give any bonour toinſenſible things. 
An/, Methinks you ſhould ſometime 
ſpeak truth, if it were but before you 
are aware, 1. Proteſtants commonly 
hold, that they ſhould give Honour to all 
Inſenſible things : They are all the work 
of God ; diſhonouring or not honouring 
the Creature, or Work, is diſhonouring or 
not honouring the Creator and Maker as 
ſuch,” The due praile and honour of a 
Building, a Book, &<c. is neceſſary '0 the 
due praiſe and bonour of the Author ! 
Do you think Proteſtents Condemn the 
18th. Pſalm, the 104th. P/a'm, the 145, 
and all the reſt that Magnifie the works of 
* God? Is there any above a Beaſt, that 
doth not honour and praiſe Sun, Moon, 
| Stars, 
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Stars, Heaven and Earth, Sea and Land, 
as the works of God? Yea we honour 
every Plant and Flower, every Vigetable 
and Mineral, knowing that God is won- 
derfal and unſearchable in all. What is 
Phyſick, Aſtronomy, Geography, butthe 
ſhell of knowing and chonouring Gods 
Works, and God in them. , 

2. And the Image of Kings, of Holy 
Men, are purpolely made and Printed by 
Proteſtants, in Love, Honour, and Reve- 
rence to the perlons Living or Dead, whom 
they repreſent: You may ſee many 
Rooms adorned with the Images of the 
Fathers, and of late Divines: For their 
Relation they love with ſome fort of ho- 
nour the , Pictures of thoſe whom you 
have burnt as Hereticks : See whether you 
find them not in Fohn Fox his Acts and 
Monuments. 

3. But we are warned oft enoagh by 
God, and by the milchievous effects of it 
in the Churches, againſt all |dolatrous ad 


- ſcandalous, and entnaring reſpect and uſe 


of Images; -which are eucher falle Repre- 
lentations, or are uled contrary to the ſe- 
cond Commandment, to Corporal Idola- 
try though not mental, in ſuch likenels to 
the Heathen ule of their Demons Images 
and deified Heroes aud Emperours, as 


ſeemeth 
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ſeemeth to be but a change of the objeq 


Perſons; or may tempt others to unlawful 
uſage of them : Eſpecially the uſe being 
mot commanded us of God, while it is 
dangerous. | 


, 
: 


And we abhor the Papiſts Omiſſion of 
the ſecond Commandment, and curni 
the Tenth into two, leſt the people houll 
perceive the evil of ſuch [magery. No 
wonder that their Prolelytes muſt be kept 
in lg2orance, and forbid the Scriptures in 
a known Tongue, without a ſpecial Li 
cence, when they muſt not ordinarily read 
or hear all the Ten Commandments, even 
theſe Ten written by God himſelf in 
Stone, are too much for them to be truſted 
with ; and yet all the Mals of Ceremonies, 
and Ocean of Canon Laws, are not too 
much : And he that muſt be killed for not 
obeying theſe, muſt not know all Gods 
own Ten Commands; yea many have 
been burnt for having his Word Tran- 
flaced. 

4. And to pray bgfore the Image of 
Saints, and then to ſay, we do not pray to 
them , but to thoſe that they repreſent, is 
but to do what the Heathen lIdolaters pro- 
miſed to do to their Demons : They uſu- 
ally faid , We be not ſach Fools as to think 
Wood, and Stone, xand Gold, and Ims 
eh 
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ges, to be God, But as the firſt Com- 
mandment forbids us to have any Gods but 

etrue God ; lo the fecond forbids us ro 
Fe. to have any more, tho? our minds de- 
ſpiſe them, or by their way of Image-wor- 
ſhip, to ſeem to be of their mind : For as 
a man that uſeth the common Words of an 
Oath, without any purpoſe to Swear, is a 
prophane Swearer with the Tongue, 
rage the mind ſhould better rule,) tho? 

is mind Swear not ; ſo he that on his 
Knees in Religious Prayer, looketh on 
Images, as the mediate Obje(t of his 
Worſhip, his act is bodily [dolatry, 
and his mind is guilty by not better ru- 
ling it. 

FN here God affixeth the mention of his 
Jealoufic, even to the Third and Fourth 
Generation, calling the bowers to Images, 
thoſe that bate im ;, it is needful to us to 
be jealous of our actions : For our God is 
a Conſuming Fire, And we aren t igno- 
rant of the DoCtrine of your St. Thomas, 
who. {aith that the Image is ro be Wor- 
ſhipped, with the ſame ſort of Worſhip 
as that which it repreſenteth, and the 
Image of the Crucifix, with Laryia, 
called Divine Worſhip. 


The 
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The Fiftieth accuſed Poinr, 


That no man hath ſeen God 11: any Form, 
and that therefore his Pifture or Image can. 


not be made. 


Anſ. 1, But what if it were Lewſul to 
Paint God ? Is it Neceſſary * Why may 
you not be contented ro have a painred 
God your ſelves? Muſt all be burnt aid 
damned as Hereticks that are not of your 
mind ? Wl you be jealous againſt thoſe 
that bow not to a painred God, as God 
jealous againſt thoſe that do zt ? God laith 
Thou ſhalt not bow down to them, nor wor ſhiy 
them: Where faith he, Thou ſhale bow 
down to them, and worſhip them ? Or bow tt 
wards them, and tay, /t is noe ro them # 

2. God faith, Thou ſhale not make #6 
thy ſelf the likeneſs of any thin” in Hel 
ven or Earth, to bow down to them and 
worſhip them. Bowing down purpoſely 
towards them, and before them, is iater- 
pretatively bowing down to them, wor- 
ppg nw. And God would not be 
ſo worſhipped : 1/a. 40. 16, 25. T's whom 
will ye liken God ? Or what likeneſs will ye 
compare unto him? To whom will ye liken 


me, or ſhall I be equal, ſaith the Holy _ 
ev 
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Gee Lev. 26.1. Dent. 16. 22. Hab. 13. 
2. The Molten Image. is a Teather of 
Lees. 

It is Blaſphemy to make a Picture or 
Image of God, bur what he maketh him- 
ſelf; asif we ſaid, God is like that Image 
or Creature. 

But this Deceiver tells us, how God 
appeared to Adam and others, in a hu- 
mane or ſome certain ſhape. Arn}. 1. And 
yet he hath of and carneftly forbid mak- 
ing Images of him to worſhip. 

2. Anthopomorphits, that take God to 
have parts like mana, are Condemned as 
Hereticks -, the —_) of Rome % ſelf. 
Every notifying fig: of Gods attributes 
is ata rn, ; and man is called 
his Image, for the Divine Impreſſions on 
his Soul, which cannot it ſelf be ſeen and 
Pictured. - If God appear by an Angel, 
and that Angel appear in humane ſhape, 
we are nevertheleis forbidden to worſhip 
God - pictured as a man, Sun, Moon, 
Stars, yea, every Creature notifieth God 
tousz yet may we not paint him like 
thele, or any other Creature. Did not 
Gods tranſcendency , and his expreſs 
Word plainly and frequently reprove this, 
Popery had ſome {mal} excules, 


[ if 


a 
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If they Chriſts ard his Apoſtle 
Sor ſprung ure wore 1, 


any time, ſave his Son , they reproadt/ | 


him : To fee his Works, is only ro. 
that which notiferh him, .and not hig 
_ #elf : Elſe every Pagan and Brute ſeq 
God, We deny not but the Sun, 
Fire, ond a man may be piQured, and 
that God being partly notified to- us by, 
theſe, (and every Creature) may be {ai 
ſo far to appear in them ? And. when di 
he appear ſo wonderfully as in Ghciſt: 


And yet it being not his Eſſence in it {@ﬆ 
cha we be in hen, bar i arriba 
3 an Image of a man, of t 
| al ming of a Hcrle, or a Dog, @| 
a Toad, is not to be called an Image 
God, <tfe God may have as many Image 
as Creatures. ' 


The One «nd Fiſtieth accuſed. Points 


3 
| That Bleſſing or ſigning with the ſien of th 
"Croſs, 5s wer lewd in Holy Scripture. 
Anſ. The man would not tell yours 
ther he mean the Lawfuineſs of the | 
only, oralſo the neceſſicy of uſmg it. bs 
what are his Proofs ? 
1. Rev. 7. 3. Hurt not the Earth, un 
the Trees, till we have ſcaled, (we 


ſigned 
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ſigned,) the Servants of our God +n therr 
orcheads. 
f Is here any mention of Creſſng or Bleſ- 
ſing with the my An Angel in prophe- 
rical Viſion, is bid to or ſeal the 
Servants of God, as thoſe that are not to 
be deſtroyed , when God commiſſionech 
other Angels ro deſtroy the Perſecutors ; 
Thereſore the Prieſt muſt fign all Chriſtians 
with the Croſs. 'And I would they did not 
infer as one did from Exch, 9. 4, 5. And 
ro the other be ſaid, goye after him through 
the Ciry and ſmite;, let not your Eye fore, 
netther bave ye pivy, ay utterly Old and 
Yeung, and lutle Children and Women ; but 
rome not near any man on whom i; the mart, 
and begin at my Santtuary.] And thus what- 
ever Flagu or [Neath God bid Angels ex- 
ecute on his uncurable Enemies, [dolaters, 
and Perſecutors, the Devil will teach 
'men, that Prieſts and their Hang-men may 
execute on all that are not marked in che 
Forehead with a Croſs ? But as long as 
Rome is {o like to Babylon, they were bet- 
ter teach men a truer Expoſition of the 
Revelations, Thus they can prove, that 
the Scripture is but like a Nole of Wax, 
by ung it as if it were ſo. It was Idola- 
trous Perſecuting Rome that was to be de- 
troyed, and it was thoſe that had Gods 
I 2 mark, 
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mark, and not the Beaſts that were to be 
lecured. And who is that /dolatrow pers 
ſecuting Beaſt ? | 
The next Text is Mark 10. 16. 


pat his bands on Children, and blefſed them, | 


And would he make men believe, -that we 
deny Chriſts bleſſing them or others ? Or 
that Paſtors may bleſs the people in his 
Name? Is here ever a word of ſigning 
with the Croſs? | 

The other is Luke 24. 50. He led then 
aut as far us Rethany, and he lift up hit 
hands and bleſſed them, Therefore the 


Prieſt muſt Croſs men in the Forehead: 


Reader, this is the faſhion of theſe Men's 


confuting the Reformed Catholicks, and 
proving Popery, and uſing Scripture. And 
ve they not reaſon to challenge the ſole 
Interpreting of it ? Let but the Pope and | 
his Prieſts expound it, and it ſhall all ſpeak | 
for them, and ſpeak Blood and Fire agaioſt 
all. that obey them not : Bur 1ill chen, 
they are it's Enemies, becauſe it is the | 
greateſt Enemy to them. * 
2. But ſoppoſe Chriſts bleſſing had been 
Croſſing : With what Face do they feign 
Proteſtants in England, to be againit on 
ſing in the Forehead ? When the Wo 
knoweth that the Church of England is 


not only for it, but Ejecteth and Slonced 
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all Miniſters that will Baptize the Chiſd of 
the moſt Godly Chriſtians without it. 
And they know that all che Churches called 
Lutheran ole tt, Are none of theſe Pro- 
ceftanrs ? 

3. And though thoſe called Non-Cou- 
formiſts, are_not for the uſing of it as ® 
dedicating Sytbol of Chriſtianity in Bap- 
tiſmal Covenanting, to bind the Covenan- 
ter to that Confeſſion and holy warfare 
which js the promiſed duty of the Cove. 
name, nor for denying iſtendom to 
thoſe that refuſe this uſe of the Crols, 
(out of a fear leſt rhis Covenanting uſe 
make it a human Sacrament added to Bap- 
tiſm;) yet I meet with few of them that 
Condemn the ancient Chriſtians, that 
lived among Heathens, (who ſcorned 
them as worſhiping a Crucihed God,) for 
their ſeaſonable Croſſing themſelves is 
thoſe Heatheos ſight, meerly to ſhew ther 
they were notaſhamed of ſuch a Crucified 
Saviour ; (not thinking what Papiſts would 
briog ir to at laſt. ) 


The T wo and Fiftierh accuſed Poirtt. 


That the publick Service of the Church, 
09 bt not to be ſaid, but in a Language thad 
all the People may nuderft and. 

Ls An 
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Anſ. The Reformed Cathelicks indeed 
hold this, with theſe exceptions : 1. That 
by All be meant the Ordinary Congregs 
riom; not meaning that if a French-man, 
or a Dutch-man, come in among them, 
rhey muſt needs {peak ro ham apart in his 
own Tongue. 

3. That if any Roſtick Aſliterate,or No 
vices, underſtand not many words in the 
1 ranſlation. of the Bible, or ſome apt 
u ords of the Miniſter, we muſt not thers 
fore change the Tranſlation, nor forbey 
tho{e-apt words that are ſaited to the moye 
Incelligent; bur helproamend: the undes | 
ſanding; of the Ignorant. 

But that in Publick and Private, the 
Cougregation ould anderſtand whar they 
hear as the Word of God, and what 
{aid in Confeflion, Prayer and Praile | 
God, this we hold as a matter of gran 
LNPortance, | 

1+. Becauſe it's purpoſely, plainly, a/ 
copioully decided 1o by the Holy Ghok,| 
in the *Apoſtile Pail, 1 Cor 14. Do be 
read the Chapter and judge. 

2. Becanle Chrift always Preached to 
the people in a known Tongue. 

2. He prayed, Foh. 17. in s know 
Tongue, and taught them foto pray. 
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4. The Apoſtles where ever they 
came, Preached and Prayed in a known 
Tongue. 

5. They wrote the Goſpels, the Ar, 
and all their Epiſtles, to whole Churches, 
in the Tongue moſt commonly known to 
the Reader , and fo to be read to, or 
by all. 

6, It was their ſtanding Rule; Let al 
be done to Edification: 

7. Their Preaching and writing was all. 
ſor Teaching : And ut is no Teaching to 
ſpeak to men in a ſtrange Language » 
(ualels we be teaching them to | 
Tone it.) "Ou 

. Praying is the expre of know 
deſires » 'God: It's no m_. that ex- 
preſſeth no Deſire, and [greats nules Cups 
do : There is a0 Deſire, lave ſenſitive Ap- 
perite, that ſuppoleth not Knowledge that 
the thing is goed and needful. The words 
of a Parrot are not a Prayer. And cor- 
feſſion of Sin is the aft of a penitent Soul, 
and ity no Repentance or Confeſſion thar. 
is but words of they know not what : It's 
no penitent Confeſſion to- hear or ſpeak 
words, not waderſtood what Sin they 
by) God thanks, implyeth tha 

And to give $, implyeth that 
we underſtand what Leary or 

+ 
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fits the words expreſs. And to praiſe God 
is underſtandingly to mepnifie his perfeQti. 
ons or Works, So that words without 
underſtanding them, are no more to be 
called _—_ _ Confeſſion, Thankb 

ivinp, than the ing of a Bird is, of 
H Crowing of = Cock. : 

9. No reaſonable man would be thus 
lerved © or converſed with ; A Parent in- 
deed can underſtand an Abba, or a look 
frdm an Infant ; bur it is on ſoppoſicion, 
thar the Infant himſelf perceiveth what he 
would have : And if itbe not by intel- 
Tectaat but ſenſitive perception, it is no 
more a Petition to his Father, than « 
Dogs waiting for Food, tho" the perfon 


delerves more pity. So God underſtand» | 


eth the meaning of Spiritual Groans, in 
onethat wants words for large exprefſion: 
Bur that ſoppoſeth that-ir is true inward 


deſires after him which thoſe Groans | 


dpnifie. 

* + But publick worſhip requireth's 
Qion bf Soul and Service, and th#tefore 
a conjunt underſtanding : Elſe there is 
mo true Union and Communion in the wor- 
ſhip. 'For one ſound of words with dif- 
cord of defires, is no Chriſtian Union and 
' Communion. Ir muſt be ſuppoſed that 
eicher the Hearers are not (praying at all, 

or 
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or elſe that every one is ſecretly praying 
after his own thoughts for various things, 
without any Concord. 

What melody would it be for all the 
Church to m_ as many Tunes as per- 
ſons ? What King or Judge will rake i for 
a Petition, for a man to talk- gibberiſh to 
him, or ſay te knoweth not whas? 

10. Even Papiſts deride Quakers, for 
meeting to ſay nothing - And what diffe- 
rence 1s there, when they hear and fay 
—— underſtood, ſaving that the Voice 
maketh ir # more pompous — 
than the Quakers Silence? O! who would 
have thought that the primitive manner of 
publick worſhip, ſhould ever have dege- 
neraced into ſuch a prophane abuſe of God 
and man, againſt plain Scripryre, univer- 
ſal practice, and humane Reeſon ? And this 
453 partof a deſign to kilt the Life 
of all true Religion, and delude Souls 
with the dead Carkats of mortified For- 
malices, and Ceremonies; and that men 
ſhould think that Souls are ſaved as Wiz- 
ards do pretend, todo Cures by Charms 
of words not underitood ; they lerve God 
with empry ſhells, when they have caſt 
away the Kernels ; Like the lilly Samars- 
tan-Woman , that lookt for a Chriſt to 
come to tel] them, wherber n this own» 

KN 1418 
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rain or at Fernſalem men ought to worſhip, 
little knowing what ir was to worſhip 
God as a Spirit, in Spirit and Truth, 
when it ſhould be neicher at that Mountain, 
or at Fernſalem. 

Bur hath this man no Scripture, (againſt 
Scriprure ?) Yes, Luk,"1.8. [ The people 
were praying without, wile the Prieſs was 
offering Incenſe within. ] Therefore the 
publick Worſhip may be performed, io 
as the people underſtand net : 
r. The. Prieſts «Qion only out of their 

is the publick worſhip, and the peo- 
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amples of the New-Teſtament, muſt all 
be reduced to the Levitical Order of [0- | 
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His next is, Levir. 16. 17. None was 
to go in With the Prieſt to make attonement 
for the Congregation, &c. An. You fee 
that theſe men are Judaizers, and ſet up 
the Levitical Law for the Charches Rule 
of Service, as if Chriſt had not changed 
the Law. But our Queſtion is not now, 
Whether their Prieſt have any folitary at- 
tonement to make for the regation 5 
but whether Chriſt hath not inſtitured ſuch 
publick worſhip, in which Miniſters and 
people muſt underſtandingly joyn ? Dorh 
their Prieſt celebrate their Maſs atone, 
out of the peoples fight or hearing, in a 
Sanctuary while they are in the outer 
Court ? Do not their people afſemble to 
their Maſs ? Will they ſtand to it, that. 
their Church renounceth all worſhip of . 
God in Holy Aſſemblies, ſave by the 
Prieſt alone ? And is this the Holy Catho- 
lick Church ? 

And the man here profefſedly calls the 
Priefts ſolitary ation, the publick, Service, 
which is for the prope, and not by them, and 
therefore they need not underſtand ; and all 
the peoples P are private and ſhould 
be underfteod; fo that (the Myſtery ope- 
ned,) either the Prieſt « all the Church, 
or elſe they have no publick Church Service, | 
if they muſt meet, that every one = ” 

ave | 
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have a ſecret Prayer of his own, and may 
only ſee the Prieſts Service called pub- 
lick. And by this he pretends that he 
anſwereth Paul, 1 Cor. 14. Adding mot 
fhameleſly, 1. That it ſeemeth there by 
the Text, that the common Service of the 
Church, way not then in a Tongue com- 
monly —— 2, os chere _ 
one to ſupply t ce of the Ideots, to lay 
Amen, A - he. ah, that the Geneva- 


men, moſt deceitfully and 7 ker jet eſ 


flated, [ He that # an Ideot, how be ſay 
Amen ?) And raileth at them for patting 
[So berr.}) O! what is man, and how 
iacredible is the pretended infallible Cler- 
gy, that can-expect that all men traſt their 
Souls on ſuch palpable deceit! When 
St. Paxl ſpent a great part of the: Chapter 
todilwade thoſe that by Inſpiration, could 
ſpeak ſtrange Langaages, that they ſhould 
not aſe them in the Church, as being -un- 
edifying, or at leaft nor without an Inter- 
preter z this man gathers, that the com- 
mon Service was in an unknown Tongue ? 
As if this diſſwaded uſe of ſome Prophets 
giſt, were the common Service. 2. And 
when he diſſwadech them from Praying 
in an unknown Tongue, or giving thanks 
in it, ſaying, el/e how can be that occupt- 
eth the Room of the wnlearned ſay __ Fi 
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this man feigneth, that yet they were to 
give thanks in an unknown Tongue, and 
one was to ſupply the place of the /deot 
ot unlearned, in ſaying Amen. (See 
verl. 23.) Pasl would have all fay Amer, 
this man ſays one Was to des it for them : 
Paxl argueth that therefore they mpſt 
ſpeak to the underſtanding of the unlearn- 
ed; This man turneth his own words 
againſt him : Doth his Spplier of the /de- 
otz place himſelf, und or not ? 
If not, Pax! faith, How can he fay Amen? 
If he do, how doth he ſupply the place 
of the ldeots, that are ſuppoſed ſhonld 
lay Amen, and cannot ? 

For the ſake of this Chapter and In- 
ſtance, I ſhall never think any words to 
plain, that Papiſts cannot turn agaizſt their 
moſt evident ſenſe. 

Bar what is the Man's pretence for this 
erroneous Confidence ? Why, the Vulgar 
Latine Tranſlateth it, «5 jappler locum, 
inſtead of Qui imples locum : And that La- 
tin Tranſlator by ſ«pplet meant the ſame 
as implet , poſſidet vel tenet : <yan>newy is 
well fnown to ſignifie ro fil »p : Their 
own Expoſitors are many of them for the 
Sence which this DoCtor chargeth as de- 
ceitfully and malicionſly given : Cornelixe 4 
Lapide (aith that, <ranygovr is Denue 11 

plere, 
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plere, wel ſimul & Communiter omnes im- 
plere, to fill x wr. or all together , or in 
ommon to fil : Itis nor Qu ſuppler vicem 
ndoiti, but Qs locum occupat inter ith 
doftos, or Idiote locum tenet. 
And {o it is expounded by the 
_ Chryſoſtom,, Occumenixs , The 


And are not theſe Roman Priefts 
rioully Perjured, that all Swear to «+ 
pound the. Scripture, accordi | 
unanimous conſent of the Fathers, when 
as (beſides that the Fathers haye but few |} 
of chem written Commen 
Sctiprures , there are very few of them 
thac unanimouſly agree, of the Sence of 
the one half of the Scripture Texts, but 
either ſay nothing of them, or differ: 
And not only in this, but in moſt points 
named by this Doftors Touchſtone, he 
and others go flat againſt them ? 

And what meanech the man to rail at 
ther, that ſay So be it, inſtead of Amen? 
Is it not a true Tranſlation ? But he will 
prove that it ſhould not 'be Tranſlated, 
and conſequently that Serzice may be ſaid 
in an unkzown Tongue , for Amen is not 
Greek, but Hebrew. Anſ. 1. Who can 
ſtand before theſe Arguments, if they be 
but backt with Guns and Swords, _ 

Sant» | 
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Smitbfield Fires, which are too hot for any 
Anlwer ſave Patience. He may allo prove 
it from Chriſts Words on the Crols, El; 
/ Eloi Lamaſabacthani : For Chriſt was now 

the moſt publick Prieſt, and was offering 
the moſt publick Service by his Sacrifice: 
Ergo, the publick Service ſhould be in an 
unknown Tongue : And it may be, they 
may find ſome other untranſlated word, 
that ſhal} conſure-pot only all the Bible, 
- but all che Septuagint and Volgar Latine 

Tranſlations, | 

| Bur ſeeing theſe Men's Arguments are 
; too hot for me to anſwer, as they might 
know that the Church of England refulerh 
uot AMEN, lo neither will I, (though 
as I can prove, that the Corinthian Church 
were Hebrews .and Gentiles mixt, and that 
| - Amen was underſtood by both ; [o Prote. 
ſtants ule it as a word uaterſtood.) 

From the Serpents Seed, andyyu deceiv- 
ing ſubtil Lies : From Cain and his Suc- 
cefſours, and the malignant and Blood: thir. 
fty Enemies of Abels fauthſul acceptable wor. 
ſip; from ſuch 4 worldly and fieſhly Sa- 
cred Generation as taks gam for Godlineſi, 
nd make their worldly carnal intereſt the 
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whoſe ambition is ſo boundleſs, as to extend 
to the Prophetical , Priefily and Kingly 
Headſhip, over all the Earth, even at thy 
Antipodes ; and to that which is proper 
to God himlelf, and ovr Redeemer; | 
From a Leprow Seft, which Condamneth 
the far greateſt part of all Chriſts Church 
on Earth, - ſeparateth from chem, 
and calleth ir ſelf, the whole ws only 
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decreeth the Excommunication, Depo- 
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Miniſters and Kingdom of Darkneſs: 
GOOD LORD make haſte to de- 
liver thy Flock z and confirm their Faith, 
Hope, Patience, and their Joyful deſire, 
of the great , true, final, Glorious De- 
liverance, AMEN, AME N, 
AMEN, 
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ſeen by us the Authours of the Epiſtle to 
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76. line 24. read after God through him. 
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Page 97. |. 1. read finlrſs for ſencelels. 
Page 116. !. 9, read intuition for intextion. 
Page 119.1. 179. read Rentss for Romans. 
Page 149. |. 4+ r. Ordaiaers for Ordinances. 
Page 190. 1» 15, 16. t. preference for pretences 
Page 152. |, 24, r. Councils for Council, 
Page 16a. |. 16. I. there is mention. | 
Page 16s. |. 3. r. Vegetable, | 
Page 16, 1. 37, 38, 1. profeſſed for proniſed, | 
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the London United Miniſters, By $, 
Chandler. 

A Summary or Abridgement of 
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t underftandingly to-magnifie his 
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